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News From Our Classmates...

Dartmouth has long been a leader in 
integrating the arts into the collegiate 

experience, from the establishment of one 
of the nation’s first campus-based perform-
ing arts centers to the commissioning of 
new work and promotion of artist-in-resi-
dence programs on campus.  Dartmouth’s 
2012-13 Year of the Arts is designed to reaf-
firm and deepen its commitment to the arts 
through a yearlong series of special pro-
grams, events, and initiatives that highlights 
the centrality of the arts as an indispensable 
component of its educational experience. 

In honor of the Year of the Arts, we asked 
fellow classmates to tell us how the arts 
have impacted their lives at Dartmouth and 
since, and here is what we heard back...  

Lisa Andersen ‘85 writes:
I was a drama major at Dartmouth (modi-
fied with French and art history).   My 
interest was in technical theatre and I went 
on to become a stage manager.  I moved to 
the Minneapolis and St. Paul area where 
I worked at the Guthrie Theater and the 
Minnesota Opera, along with other smaller 
companies.  I greatly enjoyed my work 
although I did not always appreciate the 
working hours.  I “retired” from this profes-
sion when I had my children and am now a 
full-time parent to five kids.

My Dartmouth education was certainly 
helpful during my working years.  The abil-
ity to read and analyze a script, to be able to 
set priorities and anticipate problems, 
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knowledge of theatre history and genres – 
these are all important skills in theatre.  

When I think of Dartmouth, I generally think 
of the Hopkins Center.  I spent so much time 
there that it is almost difficult to visualize oth-
er locations at Dartmouth.  In fact, I met my 
husband (Andreas Deibel ’84) in Center The-
ater – now called the Moore Theater.  While 
at Dartmouth, I worked in the scene shop as 
a work-study student and also on the crew for 
Spaulding Theater.  I have a son at Dartmouth 
now, Class of ’14, but he has managed to avoid 
the theatre so far.

Jay Caldwell ’85 writes:
The Caldwell Gallery, founded by my father 
Joe (D’51, Tuck ‘52...and still at his desk most 
days) is celebrating our 40th year. I’ve been 
at the gallery since 1985. How I got into the 
arts...well, I didn’t really have any other life 
planning in place in 1985, so we decided to 
give it a 6 month trial, and here I am almost 
28 years later....qualified to do nothing except 
being a private art dealer. And all private art 
dealers seem to be members of a special club 
where we die with our boots on at age 94 or 
so. I wish!

Recent sales activity include major works sold 
to the Philadelphia Museum of Art, Yale Uni-
versity Art Gallery, and the Hunter Museum 
of Art in Chattanooga, TN. 

You can find us at www.caldwellgallery.com; 
Facebook – Caldwell Gallery; 
Twitter – https://twitter.com/TheCaldGall
And I blog for the gallery:  http://caldwellgal-
lery.wordpress.com



Besides buying and selling art, I spend a significant 
amount of time skiing, and pursuing year-round 
outdoor fun with family at our place near Sugar-
bush, VT. This past ski season I’ve clocked about 60 
days so far, with many of those being stellar powder 
days. Tuckerman turns await. And mountain biking 
starts up soon. 

I’m still writing crappy screenplays for fun, and 
collecting modern art and mid-century modern 
furniture and objects. Leah still deems me marriage 
worthy. Eldest Nate is 14, and 6’1” already. Ben is 12 
and poised to sprout. Youngest Avery, 8, continues 
to be the blue-eyed blonde she-devil that runs the 
house. 
Life is good!

Noel Danforth ’85 writes:
It’s wonderful to see Dartmouth celebrating the 
arts. Here’s a little bit about my life in the arts... 

I majored in French at Dartmouth. I never had any 
intention to teach or seek a higher degree in French 
after Dartmouth, but I enjoyed the process of learn-
ing languages. Not to mention it allowed me to 
travel overseas for both FSP (french) and LSA (ital-
ian). I took getting a liberal arts education seriously 
and probably more to heart than most as upon 
graduating I had no particular career goal beyond 
doing something I loved, something fulfilling.

“living a life in the arts is about
being fulfilled by creating and

 seeking beauty...transcendent beauty...”

AND I was a slow starter getting into the arts, I 
took a couple art classes at Dartmouth which I 
loved and a number of film studies courses, but it 
wasn’t until 1991, six years after graduating, that 
I decided to go back to school for graphic design. 
I attended the Massachusetts College of Art and 
Design at night and worked in publications at 
Harvard’s Graduate School of Design (Architec-
ture) during the day. Completely raptured by the 
experience I have never looked back. These days I 
work out of my home studio and have developed 
a graphic design practice working with a variety 
of clients from institutions of higher education to 
individuals starting businesses.

I still love to travel, and my husband (an architect) 
and I travel as much as our professional lives allow. 
Being a graphic designer by trade, traveling is one 
of the spaces I create for inspiration. We’re just back 
from a cycling trip in Northern Thailand with a 
short stop over in Bali, and ah, there was inspiration 
on so many levels.

For me the meaning of living a life in the arts is 
about being fulfilled by creating and seeking beauty. 
I use the word beauty as in transcendent beauty, 
inspiration that transports us and connects us to 
our best inner and outer worlds. I believe a sense of 
fulfillment in life is easier to achieve when you strive 
to connect with your inner world, to your thoughts, 
your dreams, and the things that don’t get expressed 
in other ways. In a sense, in the arts you are tapping 
your inner light.

Here’s to the arts and to light.

James Evans ‘85 writes:
The arts have been and remain a big part of my fam-
ily’s life.  My Dad was an actor/Drama Professor, 
my mother a theater producer, my brother Rob ‘79 
is a muralist, and after short stint in management 
consulting,  I found my way into the music business 
in 1989.  There I joined classmate Chris Herrmann 
‘85 as marketing director of WHJY/WHJJ in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island.  After  a couple of other jobs at 
various record labels,  I Ianded at Interscope Records 
in 1995 in Santa Monica.  The job evolved over the 
years.  Now I’m the Director of Rock Radio Promo-
tion at Interscope/Geffen and A&M Records.  I’ve 
had the pleasure of working with U2, Beck, Sheryl 
Crow, Sting, Counting Crows, Weezer, Imagine 
Dragons, Feist and many others.
 
Dartmouth did nudge me in this direction.  I hired 
bands both local and national for The Collis Center 
and Alpha Theta .  Many of the musicians remain 
friends to this day (multiple members of  the Esoter-
ix and Minimum Standards were at my wedding!).  
One such member, Chris Herrmann ‘85, is now the 
program director at WXPK in New York and we are 
each other’s clients.  Last summer we collaborated 
on putting on a show with The English Beat which 
was a blast.  I’m just about to celebrate my 5th wed-
ding anniversary with my beautiful wife Briana and 
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we have an effervescent 18 month old daughter, Lia.  
Santa Monica has been home for the last 14 years.

Sarah Fortna ’85 writes:
I was a theatre major at Darmouth and  spent most 
of my four years at Dartmouth acting in plays in the 
Hop.  My favourite teacher was Peter Saccio, and 
my first theatre course was modern British theatre.  
Little did I know that I would end up living in Lon-
don, the most exciting place for theatre in the world. 
Last spring Professor Saccio returned to London to 
attend a performance of Private Lives at the Noel 
Coward Theatre, and I was thrilled to hear his in-
spiring lecture again after the performance. 
 

“...it was at Dartmouth that 
I learned the joy of collaborating 

and creating with others...”

After graduating from Dartmouth I worked in two 
small theatres in Washington, DC and taught drama 
in a small school. I discovered I loved teaching even 
more than acting and decided then to get a Masters 
in Education. I have been teaching ever since, and 
draw on the creativity and love of improvisation con-
tinually as  a teacher. My work as a teacher in Lon-
don is also enriched by the creative energy in this 
dynamic, diverse and creative city.  Although my life 
here couldn’t be more different than life in Hanover, 
it was at Dartmouth that I learned the joy of col-
laborating and creating with others and working in a 
school gives me the same satisfaction. 
 
Carole Frassinelli ’85 writes:
After Dartmouth, I spent quite a few years pursuing 
acting and singing in New York City and Europe. 
Never made it to Broadway, but I worked all over the 
country in regional theaters and gained member-
ship in the professional actor’s union (Actors Equity 
Association). My biggest role was Sally Bowles in 
a European tour of the musical Cabaret performed 
in German! I also won a Bistro Award from Back-
Stage magazine for my one-woman cabaret show in 
Greenwich Village. 

When I turned 30, I made a choice to settle down, 
get married, and move to the country, where I got 
a Master’s Degree in Speech and Language Pathol-
ogy and had three kids. I now work in a middle 

school, where I integrate my theatrical skills into 
my therapy. I also choreograph the school musicals 
and teach musical theatre classes at a local studio. 
I keep my own vocal and acting chops in shape by 
singing at fundraisers and events, performing in lo-
cal theatre productions and gigging with a jazz trio 
now and then. 

I sang with the Decibelles in college and believe it 
had huge impact on my development as a singer, 
musician and performer. Much to my regret, I did 
not do theatre at Dartmouth. I was way too caught 
up in becoming a yuppie, which I tried for two 
years and hated. It was all part of the crazy jour-
ney which has brought me to where I am and will 
hopefully continue to take me further down the 
path of creativity, expression and self-discovery!

Chris Herrmann ’85 writes:
I can’t say my BA in Biology set me on the path I’ve 
chosen, but my hours at 99Rock (WFRD-FM) sure 
did.

“...coming to work to listen to music
and then talk about it on the air 
sure beats “cutting tin plate...””

I’ve been employed in commercial broadcasting 
since leaving the Hanover plain.  First at WHJY in 
Providence, RI, then at WCSX in Detroit, MI, then 
at WBOS in Boston.  Currently I’m the Program 
Director and midday host at WXPK (107.1 The 
Peak) in White Plains, NY.  Four jobs in 27 years 
is quite a feat in this industry.  The Peak is a very 
diverse adult rock station with a strong emphasis 
on new music which I built from the ground up. 
We have been somewhat responsible for break-
ing many of the current crop of arena-sized adult 
artists that have lately invaded hit radio stations 
– think Mumford & Sons, Of Monsters and Men, 
The Lumineers, Imagine Dragons, Adele, etc., etc.  
We’re privately owned and intensely local which 
gives us great advantages in a challenging sector.  
We’re also the number one rated adult station in 
Westchester, Rockland and Fairfield Counties ac-
cording to the Arbitron ratings.  That includes all 
the big NYC stations which makes me very proud 
indeed.
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I like to say that coming to work to listen to music 
and then talk about it on the air sure beats “cutting 
tin plate.”  (I stole that line from Roger Daltrey for 
The Who.)  My wife Susan comes from the advertis-
ing industry in NYC so we have plenty of professional 
synergy around the house.  We live in Westport, CT 
and are proud parents of EJ who just turned 7 and 
loves much of the music we play on The Peak.  My job 
also keeps me in touch with James Evans ’85 who is 
the Director of Adult Rock promotion for Interscope 
Records.  James used to hire my band (the Minimum 
Standards Band) at Alpha Theta, and 27 years later we 
still get to be passionate about music and expose it to 
lots of people.

I’m a very lucky guy.  I live in a great community with 
my loving family and get to wake up and do some-
thing I really enjoy doing every day. I’ve had a chance 
to meet almost all of my musical heroes and interview 
many of them.  I think Dartmouth taught me that it 
was possible to find that balance, and though I didn’t 
know it at the time, was always involved in something 
extracurricular that would have great influence on my 
post Dartmouth life.  Now if I had just understood 
and taken advantage of the potential of the internet in 
1991…oh well.

Among my most beloved professors I rank Richard 
Eberhart, then the Poet Laureate of New Hampshire 
and Professor Emeritus in the English Department. 
He taught me poetry in his living room, along with 
two other students. Halfway through class, his wife, 
Betty, served cookies and milk. Offering encourage-
ment, inspiration, and gentle brilliance, he became 
not only a teacher, but a friend. I ended up house-
sitting for the Eberharts winter term of my junior 
year while they were away in Florida. Yes, I admit, I 
studied and wrote my papers at the poet’s desk. 

“...all writers must be inspired by a 
“great and tragic event.” Hers was

, she continued, the tragic ax-murder
 death of her brother.”

Thinking perhaps I should pursue poetry, I then 
took a class with a young poetry professor who 
hailed from the deep South, with Medusa-like hair 
and a name fit for an Egyptian queen. Early in the 
term, she met with me and announced that all writ-
ers must be inspired by a “great and tragic event.” 
Hers was, she continued, the tragic ax-murder death 
of her brother. “What is your tragic inspiration?” 

I contemplated my upbringing and realized that my 
midwestern suburban happy life had failed me. I left 
that meeting holding back tears of shame for the 
utter banality of my life. Two days later I broke out 
in hives all over my body. As soon as I dropped her 
class, the hives disappeared. Go figure.

Fast forward to my adult life, sans murdered rela-
tives. For almost a decade, I co-hosted a syndicated 
talk-radio show with my sister called “Walking on 
Air with Betsy and Sal.” It was humorous and chatty 
and our biggest station included Chicago’s WGN. 
Not one caller ever asked if any of my siblings had 
been murdered.

My syndicated humor column gets comments from 
a range of people, most of whom get a kick out of 
what I write. You can check out some of the subject 
matter at highlandpark.patch.com and just type in 
my name. You will find one article about murder, but 
really, it’s about how much I love my dishes and how 
I’d never consider breaking a mug for the sake of 
murdering my husband.

Chris Herrman ‘85, James Evans ‘85 and others, 
with Bono

Sally Higginson ’85 writes:
Last century, as a hopeful high school senior, I applied 
to Dartmouth and wrote an essay claiming my secret 
ambition to be the next Erma Bombeck. Armed with 
a letter of admission, a sense of humor, and ambition, 
I joined the Class of ‘85.



The point is, as often as a professor can inspire the 
creative process, a professor can also kill it. For me, 
Dartmouth provided professors at each end of the 
creative spectrum. Unfortunately, only one of those 
professors is still alive and teaching.

But I’m not naming names. And I’m only a little bit 
bitter.

Lisa Merrill ’85 writes:
I am a Seattle-based, professional photographer 
who specializes in travel imagery.  My wanderlust 
began during LSA in Granada, Spain and continues 
to fuel my soul.  Travel photography morphed from 
a hobby to a business when my husband John and I 
took workshops in the ‘90s, enjoyed an around-the-
world adventure, and signed contracts with stock 
agencies.  I have a growing bucket list of fascinating 
places to explore, and recently returned from Cuba, 
a complex country with a vibrant culture.  A gallery 
of favorite Cuba photos is at www.merrillimages.
com.  I will always be grateful for Nancy Vogel for 
introducing me to the darkroom in Robinson Hall, 
and realize now that my History of Photography 
elective influenced me in ways I wouldn’t have fore-
seen. 

Life in Seattle is a busy mix of chauffeuring two 
teens, outdoor recreation and projects for local 
clients.  I especially enjoy using my photo skills to 
help non-profits tell their stories as part of my work 
with Social Venture Partners.  SVP started in Seattle 
in ‘97 and has expanded to 30 cities. If you want to 
invest your resources and skills in stellar organiza-
tions tackling huge societal challenges, I urge you to 
check out www.svpi.org.
 
Paul Perry ‘85 writes:
I was first introduced to Dartmouth when my father 
was an Artist in Residence there in 1973.  I pursued 
the math side of the family, majored in Computer 
Science, and have been in the tech world ever since.  
I am married to Henrietta Hung ‘85, we have two 
kids, and we live in Lexington, MA.

Here is a short update on Charles O. Perry, my 
father, and the sculptor of D2d in front of the Fair-
child Science building on the Dartmouth campus:  
Charles Perry (1929 - 2011) passed away two years 
ago (NYTimes: “Charles O. Perry Dies at 81; Sculp-

tor Inspired by Geometry” ), but D2d continues to 
fascinate mathematicians.  While the sculpture was 
named for its symmetry by Dartmouth chemistry 
students, José Luis Rodríguez Blancas, a Profes-
sor at the Universidad de Almería, Spain, recently 
reviewed the use of topology in sculpture, revealing 
D2d as a sphere with four holes twisted in a Mobius 
strip, which he reconstructs in a Youtube video 
(http://youtu.be/zgbx83l9kNg).   Of course Perry 
was well aware of the sculpture’s topology as he built 
a whole series of three dimensional Mobius strips, 
including “Continuum”, in front of the Air and 
Space Museum in Washington, DC.  A beautiful 
photographic monograph by Charles O. Perry was 
also recently published (http://www.charlesperry.
com/books/selected-works).

Anne Goodwin Sides ’85 writes:
I figured you’d emailed me by mistake because I 
didn’t take many arts classes at Dartmouth—my 
loss! In fact, the only one I can think of was Art His-
tory, and I’m pretty sure that was my lowest grade. I 
know I bombed the final since I’d never been sicker 
in my life when I took it. I do, however, live in an 
arts and foodie Mecca:  Santa Fe, NM. And I’ve 
covered the arts as a journalist (maybe that makes 
me a wannabe artist?) for various publications and 
broadcast outlets—The New York Times, The Wash-
ington Post, NPR, among others—but no more 
than I’ve written or reported on politics, business, 
environmental science, the literary world, adven-
ture travel, and wacky inventions. So, I don’t think I 
qualify to weigh in. 

“...and just maybe validates our 
superiority complex over the other

 species on the planet.”

Like you guys, I’m a devoted fan of all genres of mu-
sic, theater, movies, dance, fine art, fabulous food 
and wine, life-changing conversations, mind-bend-
ingly beautiful writing, and heady-scented gardens 
that transport you to another world and soothe the 
soul. All of which qualifies as art in my book...and 
just maybe validates our superiority complex over 
the other species on the planet. 

If you can use it, here’s what I’ve got: the best last 
book I read? The Tenth of December, a profound 
and profoundly-funny short story collection by 
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George Saunders. The best art show I’ve seen lately? 
The incredible group show at the Santa Fe Conven-
tion Center’s Community Gallery, entitled “The En-
during Modernist Aesthetic in New Mexico.” About 
400 people showed up for that opening. Amazing 
stuff! Best food I’ve put in my mouth? At a tiny 
place in Visby on Gotland Island in the middle of 
the Baltic called Kvadrat, which means in Swedish, 
“50 square meters.” 

“Wouldn’t you rather be Swedish?” I asked my an-
cestrally-Germanic husband over miniature island-
grown beets with garden peas, pine kernels and 
18-month-old vasterbotten cheese, strewn across 
my plate like a Jackson Pollock opening salvo. 
“Tonight we are,” he assured me, popping a morsel 
of gingered lamb sausage in my mouth. In that tiny 
50 square meter space, we savored the Nordic good 
life. We worshipped at the high church of Swedish 
comfort food for four straight hours. If that’s not 
art, I don’t know what is. 

Mark Stern ’85 writes:
Thanks for reaching out and for tagging me as be-
ing “in the arts.”  Living in Los Angeles and work-
ing in television, “The Arts” is not something I’m 
used to having bandied about very often (okay - at 
all).

“...having a training in... how to 
understand human behavior 
has served me immeasurably 

well in Hollywood!”

But since you’ve asked, life has been very hectic 
IN THE ARTS at the Syfy Channel (for which I’m 
President of Original Programming… and Arts).  
In April, we launched a series called “Defiance” 
which was developed concurrently with an MMO 
game. It took us five years to co-create the series 
and game so that they work both as independent 
experiences and as integrated referential content.   
Is it Art? Who knows, but I’m very proud of the 
series and I think it really defines the idea of a 
“Transmedia experience”. 

As far as my time at Dartmouth and its impact on 
my work, there’s no question that it helped in all 
sorts of ways.  Ironically, though, probably more 
from my English and Psychology classes (I was 

a Psych major) than from my classes in the Film 
Department.   Granted, at the time, Film Studies at 
Dartmouth was still pretty nascent, and I’m sure I’d 
benefit more today if I was a student, but there’s no 
question that having a training in critical thinking 
and literature, and in how to understand human 
behavior has served me immeasurably well in Hol-
lywood!

On the home front, my wife Betsy Burnham ‘84 has 
a thriving interior design business (which was no 
doubt helped by her major in Art at Dartmouth).  
Our son, Will, is a sophomore at Crossroads High 
School. Our daughter, Carson, is finishing her Fresh-
man year at NYU and is enjoying her time in NY 
with my parents and my sister Ricki ‘87 and her fam-
ily. Ricki, by the way, is a successful documentary 
filmmaker whose movies include the Joan Rivers’ 
documentary “A Piece of Work” and more recently 
“Knuckleball”.   Ricki has been very active with the 
Film Department at Dartmouth, and was up there 
last Fall for the dedication of the new Black Family 
Center.

[Editors note:  Mark was recently invited to campus 
to give a public talk in conjunction with two class 
visits, a faculty lunch & dinner, and a student lunch/
master class.]

Dave Story ’85 writes:
At Dartmouth, I was an English major modified 
with Film Studies/Drama.  In the first few years after 
college, that major didn’t knock down the doors 
of most workplaces, and I ended up doing more 
arts study (if you could call it that) at University of 
Southern California’s School of Cinema-Television.  
I studied screenwriting and filmmaking there for 
two years, and I guess I’m now an M.F.A.   Some-
times I’m not sure if that makes me a Master of Fine 
Arts, or a M****r F******g A*****e.  After USC, I 
optioned a couple of scripts, but never made huge 
feature film sales.  I spent a while analyzing scripts 
for ICM talent agency, Icon Productions, Imagine 
Entertainment and other places (for a while I was 
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s and Johnny Depp’s chosen 
“reader”).   But there was more opportunity in non-
fiction television, and that’s where I’ve done most of 
my work, on shows such as “Behind the Music”, “Ice 
Road Truckers”, “Sport Science”, and “Little People 
Big World”.   With a lot of help from Dartmouth 
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alums, I also made an indie feature film, “Play On”, released in 2010 (available on NetFlix, YouTube, and iTunes).  
I’m now currently hitting the festival circuit with a short indie mockumentary I made called “Into Thick Air”.  It 
has won a few awards at film festivals, which is fun.  Overall, I’ve greatly enjoyed following the arts path (if you 
could call it that).   It’s certainly not as lucrative as many paths, but when a theater full of movie viewers laughs or 
applauds over something you’ve created, it’s pretty damn rewarding.

Edward Sweeney ’85 writes:
I consider myself very lucky to have been able to make a career in the arts. As a theatre arts major at Dartmouth, 
the idea of actually earning a living in the arts seemed a long shot at best. Fortunately, the backstage skills that I 
learned at the Hopkins Center landed me a job at the Aspen Music Festival during the summer before senior year. 
After a couple more summers, they offered me a full time job as their Director of Operations.  While music was 
not my major at Dartmouth, it has always been in and around my life.  I continued at the Aspen Festival for many 
years, ultimately becoming their general manager. In 2002, we moved to New York City, where I was the vice presi-
dent and general manager for the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, a very distinguished chamber orchestra.  And now, I live 
in the San Francisco Bay Area with my wife and two children, ages five and three. Since 2007, I have been fortunate 
to be the executive director of an amazing summer chamber music festival in Silicon Valley called Music@Menlo.  
At Dartmouth, I grew to believe that the arts have the ability to move and influence people in ways that few other 
professions can. I am grateful to still be devoting my energies to that goal.

 30  Years since our Sophomore summer

 150   Artists-in-Residence since first in early 1930s 

 17  Student grants awarded during the Year of the Arts 
       

 1934 The Orozco murals were completed.
   [Editor’s Note:  The murals have been restored and their location in the 
   former Reserve/“Observe” Cooridor has been renamed the Orozco Room.]
      

    

     One wall of the Orozco Mural in Baker Library

  

7



Voices from Campus...
“Talk: Tunes and Thoughts” 
Olivia Scott ‘13, Year of the Arts Student Grant 
Recipient 

On October 24th,  2013, at the Top of the Hop, there 
was standing room only for a crowd that included 
one of the most diverse audiences I have ever expe-
rienced for a performance at Dartmouth – over 150 
students and Alumni joined to watch nearly thirty 
student performers from all classes and backgrounds. 
Dean Charlotte Johnson, Dean Paul Buckley, Assis-
tant Dean T.M. Mosley and a host of Professors and 
faculty members from the Music, African and Afri-
can American Studies, Athletics, History, and The-
ater Departments were in attendance for an amazing 
night. 

My interpretation of the play, “Talk: Tunes and 
Thoughts” was meant to hold a mirror to the student 
community at Dartmouth. To bring forth issues that 
challenged students to think about history, their place 
in it, and to make sure that this conversation was 
started, guided, and controlled by students. “Talk” 
was a milestone for the Black Underground Theater 
Association and the Arts at Dartmouth in general. 
The event successfully combined the talents and skills 
of student musicians, actors, singers, and poets. I use 
these terms loosely because the beauty of the event 
was grounded in the fact that some of these student 
performers were grazing the stage for the first time 
ever – in true Dartmouth fashion our cast included 
majors from all fields, thesis writers, and people who 
were fighting stage fright minutes before the doors 
opened. 

Six actors opened the night with scenes from Carl 
Rux’s “Talk”, a play where actors discuss the myth of 
the heroic figure as it relates to American History 
and the Black Arts movement. These beautiful scenes 
were complimented by songs arranged specifically 
for the evening, from Nat King Cole to Lauryn Hill.  
Intermission was followed by performances of poetry 
selected from the Black Praxis archives, a literary 
publication of the Afro-American society. The high-
light of the evening was the opportunity for students, 
faculty, and staff to mix, mingle, and really discuss 
the event over wine and cheese while the student 
band and singers provided live entertainment.  
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The Year of the Arts has been monumental for Dart-
mouth. For me, it is the perfect culmination of four 
years of learning to love and understand theater and 
the College on the Hill. My own experience in the 
arts was limited before coming to Dartmouth, but my 
time here has been a crash course I wouldn’t trade for 
anything. 

After working on a production of Pearl Cleage’s Blues 
for an Alabama Sky as the assistant to the stage man-
ager, I was asked to step in and fill a lead role two days 
before opening night, earning my nickname, “two-
day.” That night was my first night on a stage, and those 
two days were some of the most intense I had ever had.   
However, it was the months leading up to that produc-
tion that have kept me returning to the theater since 
the close of that show.   Now as the current chair of the 
Black Underground Theater Association (BUTA), I’ve 
learned the in’s and out’s of producing theater on cam-
pus – the ease of having departmental support and the 
triumphant feeling that comes after staging a produc-
tion with fifty dollars and a few willing actors. 

I came to Dartmouth as an education major; I planned 
to finish school and return home to the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg school system as a teacher and counselor. 
It was my goal then, as it is now, to try and create a real 
change in the lives of the students who live and learn 
with more disadvantages and inequalities than many 
believe could exist in an American school system.   My 
passion still lies in education, but after four years of 
BUTA, a semester of training at the National Theater 
Institute, and a term abroad on the Theater FSP in 
London, I’m excited to see how my two passions can 
combine for greater change. 

Olivia Scott ’13  (Photo by Eli Burakian ’00)

  



1985 Class Officers
   * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
President
Valerie Hartman-Levy
vhartman711@gmail.com

Treasurer
David McIlwain
dmc-1@hotmail.com

Secretaries
Leslie Davis Dahl
dahlleslie@yahoo.com
John MacManus
slampong@aol.com

Head Agents
Gabrielle Guise
gabrielle.guise@yale.edu
Joe McGee
joseph.mcgee@roxburypartners.com

Newsletter Editors
Margaret Marder
mmarder0269@comcast.net
Tim Reynolds
tjr@tywckenham.net

Webmaster
Jeff Weitzman
jeff@weitzman.net

Class Project Chair
Linda Blockus
blockusl@gmail.com

Memorial Chair
Claudia Broeker Egger
cegger6925@sbcglobal.net

Alumni Council Rep
TBA

News from Our Officers...
Now that my three-year (and non-extendable!) term as our Alumni 
Council Represntative is ending., I think it best to relate to you 
three of my biggest surprises.

What I was most surprised to learn was how seriously the College 
really does take the Alumni Council. At the start, I had little un-
derstanding of this.  The mission, as you may recall, of the Alumni 
Council is to act as a go-between, with the College (meaning, the 
Administration), on one side, and the Dartmouth Alumni as a 
body, on the other.  The College absolutely appreciates the signifi-
cance of being able to facilitate and encourage a two-way pipeline 
of communication with the Alumni.  I really encourage everyone 
to communicate to the College your concerns and priorities, either 
directly, through me for the next few weeks, or through your next 
Class Alumni Representative.  Your thoughts and comments are 
heard  – they may not always be acted upon by the College – but 
they are heard.  And they influence the College more than I had 
appreciated.

The required twice-a-year return to campus is a great, great advan-
tage of serving on the Alumni Council.  What is important about 
this is that the frequency itself makes each visit a workaday analysis 
of today’s College, rather than a nostalgic, reverie-inducing return 
to Eden.  More than I would have guessed, my visits have become a 
window into Dartmouth’s challenges, and successes, and problems, 
and endeavors, of the present, and of the future.  Frankly, the past 
is discussed fairly infrequently.  That is not to say that the College 
we experienced is either gone (it is not) or forgotten (it is not), but 
the past really is prologue, not the final word.  And planning for 
the future poses so many challenges. 

The third is that the focus on the safety of the undergraduates has 
become a huge priority of the College, and of yours.  Not until I 
was at the College, listening to several undergraduates relate some 
of their on-campus initiatives, did I completely appreciate all the 
focus on this.  Safety, especially relating to alcohol and sexual as-
sault, has been, through all three years of my term, the number one 
concern expressed to me from you, the members of the Class, in 
the emails I have received from you.  The College administrators 
understand the importance of this issue to the alumni and to the 
undergraduates, but much more needs to be accomplished if we 
wish to ensure that the College will always be a place that our chil-
dren will feel safe attending  That you continue to provide emails 
and other comments on this is just so critical.

Lastly, I do want to express to you how much serving as your rep-
resentative to the Alumni Council has been a complete and total 
privilege.  I truly value how much I have learned about the College 
and about the Class over these three years.  Thank you all, so much.

Best,  Joe Riley ‘85
jriley851@gmail.com

April 2013
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News from the Wire...

Rev. Nancy Vogele ’85 Named Director of Religious and Spiritual Life
[Excerpt from The Dartmouth, January 24, 2013

The Rev. Nancy A.G. Vogele ’85 has been a vital member of the Upper Valley religious community for more than a 
decade, serving as rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in White River Junction, VT., since 2001.  But at the begin-
ning of January, Vogele came home to Dartmouth as the new director of religious and spiritual life at the William 
Jewett Tucker Foundation. It was a double homecoming for the Illinois native, who worked for the Tucker Founda-
tion from 1985 to 1987.

“When I was Tucker’s first volunteer coordinator, I thought I had the best job in the world because I had students 
coming to me who wanted to be of service,” she says. “And I feel like this job is very similar to that one. But in-
stead of just being related to service, it’s meaning, and spirit, and giving students a place to explore that. That really 
excites me.”  As director of religious and spiritual life, Vogele will coordinate the 25 groups comprising the United 
Campus Ministers. She’ll also work with Tucker’s multi-faith council, the Rollins Chapel ecumenical worship ser-
vices, Tucker’s extensive faith and service activities, and more.

When she learned that this position had opened at Dartmouth, she says, it seemed like the perfect opportunity.  
“The thing I want to do is to develop relationships, with students, faculty, and staff, with anyone who is interested 
in religion or spirituality, or just meaning, because not everyone uses the words ‘religion’ or ‘spirituality’ any more. 
The phrase that keeps sticking in my mind is to help raise the level of discourse about matters of spirit and how 
that supports the everyday challenges of our lives. And I would just love to offer a wide invitation to anybody who 
wants to have these conversations to please be in touch with me.”

The White River Junction resident says she is pleased to be “coming home. I think this role is a beautiful fit for my 
gifts and interests, and I am so honored to have been chosen.”

Check out the Year of the Arts website: 
arts.dartmouth.edu

Use the Seach function to take you back to 1982, 
or 1983, and so on.  What was your favorite “Art” 
event, display, or professor?  

Share your memories with us on our Facebook 
page – www.dartmouth85.com

The Reverend Nancy Vogele ‘85 has joined the Tucker Founda-
tion as the director of religious and spiritual life.
(Photo by Eli Burakian ’00)
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Calendar of Events

May 29, 2013 Spring Term Classes End

June 7-9, 2013 Commencement Weekend
Congratulations to the Class of 2013

June 20, 2013 Summer Term Begins

SUMMER 2013
Visit Hanover!  Take a canoe ride on the Connecticut, 
climb Baker Tower, relax on The Green and maybe, pre-
tend that 30 years haven’t passed!

July 26-28, 2013 Sophomore Parent’s Weekend

August 21, 2013 Summer Term Classes End

October 11-12, 2013 HOMECOMING & 50th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

HAPPY
50TH

BIRTHDAY!
Homecoming 2013

October 11th & 12th
Class of 1985’s

50th Birthday Celebration!
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85s - SHARE YOUR NEWS WITH US!

    Class website:  www.Dartmouth85.com

    Facebook:   Dartmouth Class of 1985

Join our Class Listerv: 
Send your name, class and email address to: Alumni.records@dartmouth.edu

KEEP UP WITH DARTMOUTH NEWS
The Daily Dartmouth – thedartmouth.com

Dartmouth Now – now.dartmouth.edu
Dartmouth Sports Schedules – www.dartmouthsports.com
Hood Museum of Art – www.hoodmuseum.dartmouth.edu

Hopkins Center for the Performing Arts – www.hop.dartmouth.edu


