
Shades of Green

News from Our Classmates...

With winter descending on Hanover, we thought our 
next newsletter should focus on sunnier, warmer 

thoughts.  And so, we wrote to our classmates who Dart-
mouth shows to be either situated in winter-get-away-type 
climes or in the travel, sports or recreation industries.  It 
looks like sometimes Dear Old Dartmouth was right and 
sometimes not.  Here’s what we heard back:

Catherine Burke ’85 writes:

Yes - well - it’s summer here in Melbourne Australia - and 
I do enjoy this time of year - we are coming up to Christ-
mas which is a very interesting experience in the summer 
-  I keep trying to convince family to have a summer meal 
on the day but we continue to have the traditional Christ-
mas roast - I usually wait for a rainy day to do my Christ-
mas shopping because it’s difficult to get in the mood on a 
30 degree centigrade day (that is in the 90s fahrenheit).
 
I’ve had a big year - not a very happy one - we had to put 
my dog down in July - and in September my husband was 
taken away by cancer...Looking forward to seeing the new 
year start.
 
I’m working for the Australian division of Grant Thornton 
- a financial services company - I do payroll in one of the 
public hospitals in Melbourne - have been doing this for 
close to 10 years now - mostly I enjoy the work. I sing in 
two choirs and have been spending many hours recently 
with training my new puppy - A Labradoodle - she’s got 
heaps of joy and energy and is pretty naughty sometimes. 
A perfect example of why puppies are so cute - they 
wouldn’t live through puppihood otherwise. I live a pretty 
quiet life - working to pay off the mortgage before I retire 
and trying to establish a productive vegie garden. Austra-
lia has been good for me.
 
I am hoping to come North for a visit in the next year or 
so - and will maybe pay a visit to New Hampshire while I 
am in the area.
	 	 	

Kathy Gross ’85 writes:

I feel like you’ve heard enough about the Gross family in the 
past few years, but since you seem to be seeking information 
about winter weather activities for those of us in northern 
climates, I will give you this:  

As you all remember, winter in New Hampshire is long and 
dark.  Each member of our family has settled on favorite 
ways to get through our 6 months of winter in Surry, New 
Hampshire.

Mark plays hockey three nights per week in an old men’s 
beer league and even plays for the Budweiser team.  They 
play in what must be New Hampshire’s absolute worst 
indoor skating facility.  It is actually a barn used by a lo-
cal fairground in the summer for horse pulls, with warped 
boards and a sheet of ice added in winter.  It’s typically colder 
inside than out, unless they have to open the doors to let the 
exhaust out from the old “outdoor-use” only zamboni.  They 
skate for 1.5 hours and then spend at least that much time 
post-game in the locker room.  

As some of you may recall, my family had a business build-
ing platform tennis courts.  Before selling the business,  I 
had a court installed at our house.  Given this is not a paddle 
hotbed, I have corralled my tennis friends into “playing the 
screens.”  We have a weekly match throughout the fall and 
winter.  The level of play recently improved dramatically, as 
we all went out to Jackson Hole, Wyoming for the last ses-
sion of my parents’ platform tennis camp.  It’s amazing how 
helpful the real paddle pros were in bringing up everyone’s 
level of play.  We’re now looking for some outside competi-
tion and may contact the folks in Dublin, NH and Norwich, 
VT for home and aways to spice things up.  

Our daughter Charlotte took up cross country skiing and 
to her delight is a member of Dartmouth’s Nordic ski team.  
Teammates include Charlotte Hart ‘85’s niece Annie, and 
Lisa Reilly Nadler ‘85’s and Rob Nadler ‘85’s son Andrew 
as well as numerous Caldwells.  As we speak they are on a 
two week training trip in British Columbia.  She’s having the 
time of her life with it.  Our 17 year old son Kevin, a lifelong 
hockey player, hung up his skates last year to try his hand (or 



legs) at downhill ski racing.  He’s no Tiger Shaw, but he’s 
enjoying it.  He also gets to play some of the aforemen-
tioned old men’s hockey when they’re short on old men.  
In turn, he has started bringing Mark to play box lacrosse 
with him.  There’s checking but no beer, the opposite of 
the hockey league, so I don’t see Mark sticking with it. 

We’re fortunate to live on a little pond that freezes for 
pond skating and fills up with Mark’s delinquent friends 
(because they don’t get enough skating in their lives).  We 
also have built some great cross country ski trails from 
our back door.  (The joys of rural living.)  We are about an 
hour from some of Vermont’s premier ski mountains.  So 
as far as winter recreation, we are really lucky.  I guess that 
helps make up for a two hour drive to the airport when-
ever we want to leave our winter wonderland, and our 
relative seclusion from most cultural and urban pleasures.
  
Karin Wilson Edmunds ‘85 writes:

I’m living in Kingston, Jamaica running a management 
consulting company. Would love to link up with any Dart-
mouth people coming down anytime!   And of course, I’m 
enjoying a warm, sun-shining Christmas!

Blog: YardEdge - Exploring the Edge of Jamaican Culture
facebook.com/YardEdge
twitter.com/YardEdge
twitter.com/JamaicaBusiness

Mark Inkster ’85 writes:

My wife Kate Lilienthal ‘88 and I moved to China for a 
two year stint with eBay in 2004 and find ourselves still 
in Asia nearly ten years later.  It’s been a great adventure.  
Our two daughters, Sophie and Lucy, were three and one 
year old toddlers when we moved over here, and now are 
nearly teenagers.  They seem to think it’s normal to hike 
through leech-covered jungles to elephant preservation 
camps in Sumatra.  Our third child, Owen, was born in 
Shanghai in 2005, and speaks Chinese nearly as well as he 
speaks English.  I continue to work in the Internet space, 
now running Vistaprint’s Asia and global emerging mar-
kets business, and Kate is an author, having founded, built 
and sold an expat magazine in Shanghai.  Alas, the skiing 
in Singapore leaves something to be desired, but when we 
look at images of cars stranded in snowstorms on TV, the 
tropics seem not so bad.  It’s been fun to see Jonathan Au-
erbach ‘85 and Charlie Ormiston ‘85 in Singapore.  

Jen Mayer ’85 writes:

My family and I are in the lovely state of Florida on the 
Gulf of Mexico coast.  Peter (DMS’89) and I live in Sara-
sota, FL. We have the most beautiful beach in the world 
nearby - Siesta Key Beach. It has very fine, white, soft sand 

that feels almost like baby powder (see attached photo).  I 
continue to work as a pediatric hematologist-oncologist 
at All Children’s Hospital/Johns Hopkins Medicine in St. 
Petersburg, FL and am also the medical director for the 
All Children’s at Sarasota Memorial inpatient pediatric 
hospitalist program. Peter is the lead neurosurgeon in a 
busy practice in Sarasota. We have three dear children - 
Jillian ’14; Michael ’17; Madelyne (15 years old) - a dog 
Hunter and a hamster BJ. When we can, we love visiting 
the kids in Hanover and “re-living” the Dartmouth expe-
rience vicariously. 

Paula Miller ‘85 writes:

Wish I could bring a little sunshine to all our classmates’ 
souls, but it’s been pouring in Athens for the past couple 
of days! And so we are left to do our St. Basil’s shopping 
(equivalent to Santa Claus, celebrated on Jan. 1) by dash-
ing from shop to shop and trying to juggle umbrellas, 
soggy packages, raincoats and, sadly, a continuing terrible 

Do you have a vacation adventure planned?  
Do you live in a vacation spot?  We want 
to hear from you, and make sure to post 
pictures too!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK 
- Dartmouth Class of 1985 -

and
Post your story and pictures.

Katie, Sophie, & Lucy Inkster in Sumatra



economy that has resulted in 1.5 million unemployed and 
another estimated 1 million that haven’t been paid any-
time from the last 6 to 12 months, although still employed. 
It makes it hard to be upbeat, although we know and are 
thankful for the fact that we haven’t been as hard hit as oth-
ers.

I was on a more or less forced sabbatical for 13 months, my-
self. I took advantage of the downtime to delve into Quality 
and Operational Excellence, and also completed a Lean Six 
Sigma Black Belt course. I also decided to let out the domes-
tic goddess I was sure was lurking somewhere within me for 
the past 30 odd years, judging by the hours I spent lounging 
on the couch watching Gordon Ramsay and other cooking 
shows on TV, I think I was successful, even if my husband 
doesn’t quite see it my way.  Luckily for both of us, I was 
re-hired in late April. I’m currently working for GM Finance 
International Operations as a Process Implementation Direc-
tor, which is right in my particular field of interest. For the 
first period my work has been based in Athens, but I’ll prob-
ably start traveling for work again in the New Year.

Wishing you, all ‘85s and their families and friends a very 
Happy 2014, with Health and Happiness above all.

Florida Sunset

Sean Murphy ‘85 writes:

Alas, I used to live in Miami where it is currently 78 
degrees and sunny.  Good day for the beach.  But in July I 
relocated to Austin where it is currently 28.  I miss Miami’s 
climate, but after nine years of Hawaiian tropic and mar-
garita’s I began to long for a good hard pratfall on the ice to 
snap me back into reality.  I work as a headmaster in inde-
pendent schools so the greatest joys to be found on South 
Beach were out of bounds anyway.  I have a better chance 
of spending some time in the 6th street dives of Austin 
listening to James McMurtry or Slaid Cleaves and having 
a wee bit of Hill Country small batch.  When I was truly 
frozen on the Hanover plain, years ago, I used to take some 
small comfort in Wallace Stevens’ poem, “The Snow Man.”  
One must have a mind of winter.  Maybe there is no climate 
good or bad, but thinking makes it so.

Blaine Richard ‘85 writes:

I am still working in alcohol and drug rehab in Caxias do 
Sul, Brazil, learning a lot about the accompanying mental 
health issues.  Summer?  I don´t expect to have time to get 
to the beach this year, but the past week has had highs in 
the 90s if that sounds good for the people suffering in the 
snow and ice I have been hearing about online..

Tiger Shaw ‘85 writes:  

I am the incoming CEO of the US Ski and Snowboard 
Foundation.  Slated to take over from 18 year CEO Bill 
Marolt after the Games.  I now reside in Park City, Utah 
with my wife Kristin ’82. and our three kids, Gunnar ’14, 
Kara Middlebury ’15 and Eva who attends Green Mt. Valley 
School in Waitsfield, VT.

Blast from the Past...
Kiewit early 1980s - computers and the fashions of the day!

Recognize anyone??
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From our Guest Editors...

Dartmouth Olympic Hopefuls in Freestyle, 
Alpine and Cross Country Skiing
By Tiger Shaw ‘85

As has been true in the past, Dartmouth will be well 
represented in these Olympic Winter Games.  Dart-
mouth students and alumni have traditionally held po-
sitions on the US Ski Teams.  Freestyle, Alpine, Nordic 
Jumpers and XC athletes have represented Dartmouth 
on US and Olympic Teams in the past, and this season 
is no different.  No fewer than fifteen Men and Women 
are current US Ski Team members, and are therefore 
Olympic Hopefuls for Sochi:

Freestyle Moguls:
Ali Kariotis ‘17
Hannah Kearney ’15 – Gold Medalist Vancouver 2010
Sophia Schwartz ‘15
 
Men’s Alpine:
Mike Ankeny ‘13
David Chodounsky ’08
Tommy Ford ‘12
Nolan Kasper ‘14
Keith Moffat ’13
Andrew Weibrecht ’09 – Bronze Medalist Vancouver 
2010
Kieffer Christianson ‘14
Brian McLaughlin ’16 (deferred)
 
Women’s Alpine:
Foreste Peterson ’17 (deferred)

Nordic XC:
Sophie Caldwell ‘12
Ida Sargent ‘11

In addition, phenom Mikaela Shiffrin of Vail, Colorado 
has a Dartmouth father – Dr. Jeff Shiffrin D ‘ 76, DMS 
‘81.

Olympic selections will be finalized as January wraps 
up.  Some sports earlier than others, with some Olym-
pic selections not finalized until less than two weeks 
before the Opening Ceremonies, February 7th.  These 
final, last minute selections are necessary as the US Ski 
Team evaluates athletes competing at the world class 
level.  This level of completion, known as the World 



Cup and Tour de Ski circuits,  span the winter as the 
world’s best compete for overall and event specific 
titles in their respective sports.  Olympic selections 
focus on these events because they are predictive of 
Olympic success, having the same competitors and 
similar venues.

There are many that would argue that the World Cup 
as a whole is a better test than the Olympics of an 
athlete’s prowess and competitive capabilities, as the 
World Cup tours are season long and staged at many 
sites across several countries and continents.  This is 
a valid point, as the Olympics are a one-day test, once 
every four years.  So how could that be as good a test 
as a season long circuit?  Well, because it’s the Olym-
pics!  There is nothing like a one-chance, winner 
take all format, and the Olympics certainly are just 
that.  They are a pressure cooker event, with massive 
international media attention, and distractions galore 
– especially for the favorites.  Perhaps that is why 
they are so interesting.  The world’s best, tested in 
their ability to block out distraction, to produce once 
in a lifetime performances.  Think of Franz Klam-
mer in the 1976 Innsbruck, Austria Olympics.  Home 
turf, unimaginable pressure, an entire, rabid country 
screaming for him to win.  And he did, in spectacu-
lar form.  Forever burned into alpine aficionado’s 
memories, and perhaps everyone of the age to be a 
TV viewer in those years.  There are plenty more like 
Klammer, before and after his era.  The Olympics are 
truly special.

Hannah Kearney ‘15
Photo by Mark Epstein
U.S. Ski Team 

Foreste Peterson ‘17
Photo by Sarah Brunson
U.S. Ski Team

David Chodounsky ‘08
Photo by Sarah Brunson
U.S. Ski Team

OLYMPIC 
 HOPEFULS

The Dartmouth skiing presence at the XXII Win-
ter Olympiad isn’t limited to athletes.   Among the 
coaches and other officials in Sochi will likely be Ed 
Merrens ‘88, DMS ‘94, who is a member of the U.S. 
medical team and team physician for biathlon, as well 
as Max Cobb ‘88, CEO of the U.S. Biathlon Team, to 
name just a few.

The XI Paralympic Winter Games follow the Febru-
ary 7-23 XXII Winter Olympics in Sochi, to be held 
March 7-16, 2014.  Dartmouth has typically had a 
contingent in these games as well, and this year will be 
no different.

Dartmouth has been represented by athletes and 
coaches at every Olympic Winter Games since 1924.

Cheer for the USA this winter, and tune in the Games 
on NBC!

[Editor’s note: Tiger has his own Olympic story and 
knows how these Dartmouth Olympic athletes feel as 
they prepare for the 2014 games!  Tiger was a member 
of the ’84 and ’88 Olympic Teams, competing in the 
Slalom, Giant Slalom and Super G events.  He com-
peted for Dartmouth his freshmen year, prior to join-
ing the US Ski Team.  He was an NCAA Champion, 
and won 9 US National Alpine Championship titles.]



To the Class of 1985...
[Editor’s Note:  We recieved this letter after our Fall newsletter had gone to print so we are including it in this issue.  I 
have heard President Hanlon speak several times on his initiatives mentioned. It seems like there are some exciting 
new roads that Dartmouth will be traveling these coming years.]

Greetings from campus;

 While the kaleidoscope of fall foliage we are blessed with in the Upper Valley hints at the passing of another year into 
winter, on campus it’s a time of new beginnings. It is the beginning of my tenure as Dartmouth’s president, and more important-
ly, it is the beginning of the fall term for a new class of first years, the ’17s. 

 Just as your class tread the time-worn paths of the Green cautiously at first, uncertain of what the future would hold for 
you at Dartmouth, so the ’17s begin their journey. When I met with the class just after their move-in day, I told them to relax, 
that many generations of alumni before them felt the same mix of emotions, and we all left this place four years later feeling as if 
Dartmouth was our second home. So many things will bind them together—shared academic challenges, outings into the New 
England countryside, and cold walks to class together on early February mornings. It has been true for every generation that 
walked these paths and it will be true for the ’17s—you may travel far and wide after graduation, but a part of you will always 
remain at Dartmouth.  More than simply encouraging them to begin building those memories, I challenged the Class of ’17 to 
embrace something I also spoke about in my inaugural address, and that is the power of experiential learning—the power of 
learning by doing. This is a priority for me as president, and a goal I believe will benefit our students and the world into which 
we send them.   

 For example, our Rockefeller Center for Public Policy has been leading the way towards experiential learning with its 
Policy Research Shop, where students provide research and testimony to legislators in Vermont and New Hampshire. Thanks to 
this program, Dartmouth students have the opportunity to understand their role in the policymaking process, and apply skills 
from the classroom to the world beyond. And this is just one avenue of learning beyond the classroom.   

 As the world and workplace change, becoming more diverse, competitive and dynamic than ever before, it is increas-
ingly about what our graduates can do, not just what they know. So I have asked our faculty to explore the power of experiential 
learning both in the classroom and out of it, allowing students to apply theory toward practical, real world problems, in a drive 
to create new knowledge and forge ahead into new frontiers of learning and scholarship. By growing our experiential learning 
curriculum and our scholarly work into areas where they will have an impact for the good, we will always ensure Dartmouth 
remains at the very forefront of teaching and learning, and provides an undergraduate education second to none.

  There is no set curriculum for experiential learning; indeed, we must create it ourselves. And therein lies the challenge 
for our faculty, of which I am proud to call myself a member: we must work to incorporate the latest technologically advanced 
teaching methods to engage our students in ways we have not engaged them before, because for each new class that comes to 
campus, the challenges they will face upon graduation are vastly different. Yet while change is ever present, the most important 
meta-lesson Dartmouth can teach is one that will last a lifetime: that deep thinking and the intellect are the most potent tools we 
have in dealing with the complex challenges of the world.  

 Fully exploring the potential unleashed by experiential learning is just one of the many challenges I want to see Dart-
mouth pursue during my tenure as president. Indeed, there are many ahead, but I am encouraged and excited by the prospect 
that I may pursue these challenges for a place so dear to my heart. And I know that as a member of the Class of ’85, you feel 
that same sense of stewardship. We walked the time-worn paths of the Green and made our special memories, and now is our 
chance to ensure a new generation of students has an experience every bit as special and lasting as our own.   There could be no 
greater challenge than this, and I look forward to working with you in order to meet it.  

Sincerely,
Philip J. Hanlon,
President



Family Fotos from Facebook...

Nik Nesbitt ‘85 with
Imrana, Adam Alexander 
(7mos) & Sophia (2yrs)

Nola Bonis ‘85 & Jason Kaplan ‘85

Herb Philpott ‘85 with Ryan, 
Katie, Sandy & Rosie

Claudia Broeker Egger ‘85 
with Cassie and Dominique 

Kwaku, Nicole, Joyce Sackey-Acheampong ‘85 & Kwaku 
Acheampong

Terri Sergesketter Heath ‘85 with Alyssa, 
Colin, Brice and Catherine

SAY 

CHEES
E!
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Stay in touch:
Facebook - Dartmouth Class of 1985
Website - www.dartmouth85.com

SAVE THE DATE
30th Reunion 

June 2015

Mark your calendars

1985 Mini-reunion
Washington DC

When:  Wednesday, Feb. 19, 2014 from 6-8PM
Where:  At the bar at the JW Marriott, immediately following President Hanlon’s Reception at the 
National Press Club.
Sign up online at Dartmouth Alumni Events website (Calendar of Events) .

Dartmouth on Location: Boston
JFK, the Kennedy Family and Irish America’s Coming of Age

When:  March 2, 2014, 11:30 am
Where:  JFK Library & Museum, Boston
Sign up online at Dartmouth Alumni Events website (Dartmouth on Location).


