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     Class of 1985 Summer 2015

30th Reunion Recap
It’s hard to believe that summer is nearly over and our 
30th reunion has come and gone!  Nearly 300 class-
mates, and their families joined us in Hanover this 
June for a fun filled reunion weekend.  The weather 
was gorgeous Friday and Saturday, with rain starting 
late Saturday night as we all said our goodbyes.  There 
were the usual campus tours,  Baker Tower panoramas, 
drinks on the porch at the newly revamped Hanover 
Inn, and of course, our alma mater, sung arm and arm.  
New this reunion, were fireworks on The Green, with 
Dartmouth Idol performing.  

Some highlights:

Sue Finegan ‘85 spoke to us about the College’s newly 
unveiled plan, Moving Dartmouth Forward, including 
a very informative question and answer  period.

Dan Fagin ‘85 spoke to us about the writing process 
and Allison Frankel ‘85, Dan’s wife, entertained us 
with her bird’s eye view of this process.  

Our class met a classmate’s challenge to fund 30 schol-
arships, activating that classmates pledge of 10 addi-
tional scholarships.  The Class of 1985 now provides 
scholarships for 41 Dartmouth students!

Dartmouth College Fund giving of over $4,700,000, 
with nearly 50% class participation.

Our class set a record for most members of the Bartlett 
Tower Society for a 30th reunion with 19 members.  
Members of the Bartlett Tower Society have included 
Dartmouth as a beneficiary in their will.

All-classes golf tournament at the Hanover Country 
Club, with bloody marys on the course, when there was 
a backup at a hole.

If you missed reunion this time, start planning for our 
35th reunion!!!
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THANK YOU
TO  OUR REUNION
CHAIRS, JOE RILEY

AND TODD CRANFORD, 
FOR A REUNION TO 

REMEMBER!



4

News from our Officers...
To the Dartmouth Class of 1985:

I am so looking forward to being the President of 
your Class for the next five years.  

During the last several years, I served as the Class of 
1985 Alumni Council Representative, and as a co-
chair for our 25th and 30th Reunions.   These roles 
have allowed me the opportunity to meet many of 
you, our classmates, as well as renew old friendships 
and create new bonds.  

Many thanks for to Valerie Hartman ‘85, my prede-
cessor, who did so much for our class over the last 
5 years.  Thanks also to those classmates who have 
spent so much time and effort these past few years 
to support and lead our class.  I encourage you to 
think about participating, even in a small way, in 
our class activities -– you will find spending time  in 
service to our Class so interesting and rewarding –- 
and we can ensure that the workload is as much, or 
as little, as you can manage.  

Here’s what I hope to achieve in these next few 
years:
--More service opportunities, in our communities, 
with our Class and the College
--More scholarships to be funded by our Classmates
--More Class mini-reunions, both at Dartmouth 
sporting events and at other events in cities across 
the country
--More updates on developments at the College
--More opportunities to send your views to the 
College administration – be heard!!

Please email me (jriley851@gmail.com), or call/text 
me (609.235.7970) anytime, with your ideas, 
suggestions, and complaints.  Remember that I am 
YOUR president, so send comments early and often.   

Please take care and thank you!

Very best,

JOE RILEY

PRESIDENT, DARTMOUTH CLASS OF 1985

1985 Class Officers
President
Joe Riley – jriley851@gmail.com

Immediate Past President
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com

Alumni Council Rep
Laura Yecies – lyecies@gmail.com

Bereavement Chair
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com

Class Project Chairs
Linda Blockus – blockusl@gmail.com
Veronica Jenkins – jenkinsvnj@gmail.com
Pam Ponce Johnson – poncejoh@yahoo.com

Gift Planning Chair
Beth Hobbs – hobbsnc@mac.com

Head Agent
Joe McGee
joseph.mcgee@roxburypartners.com

Mini-Reunion Chair s
Todd Cranford – tlc31esq@yahoo.com
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com

Newsletter Editors
Lisa Sweeney Herrington
herringtonhome@gmail.com
Margaret Marder – mmarder0269@comcast.net

Secretaries
Leslie Davis Dahl – dahlleslie@yahoo.com
John MacManus – slampong@aol.com

Treasurer
David McIlwain
david.t.mcilwain@gmail.com

Webmaster
Jeff Weitzman – jeff@weitzman.net 

Check out the Class of 1985 website

WWW.DARTMOUTH85.COM
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There’s a great new 
non-fiction book out 
called Tom’s River.   

Won a Pulitzer, I heard!

COMING SOON...
CLASS OF ‘85 BOOK CLUB

Read any good books lately?
Fiction, non-fiction, biography, mystery, anything goes.  
Send us your favorite book with a short review and we will 
share with the class.  

THANK YOU VALERIE!!
Thank you to Valerie Hartman ‘85 for lead-

ing our class these past 5 years.  
We appreciate your energy and passion and 

are so glad you are continuing your 
involvement with our class leadership.

HOMECOMING WEEKEND 2015
Class of 1985 Tailgate
When:  Saturday, October 10th
Time:  11:30AM - 1PM
Where:  Alumni Gym lawn
Kick-off: 1:30PM
  Dartmouth vs. Yale

More reunion photos on 
our class website.

www.dartmouth85.com
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News from Our Classmates...

Kris Ellis ‘85 writes:
I’m a career Soldier, and like every Soldier, my motto is 
“Shut Up, And Don’t Volunteer For Anything”.  However, 
since I’m currently stationed in Germany, if we need a 
Class Ambassador to Germany, I can do that.
 
PS:  I had a great time at Reunion.  I’ve organized WAY 
too many ceremonies and conferences over the course 
of my career, so I have a finely-tuned eye when it comes 
to the planning/logistics/heavy-lifting required to pull 
together an event like Reunion.  Our classmates did one 
hell of a job.  

Terry Plank ‘85 writes:
I have a 14 year old son who is awesome. And I’m still 
doing stuff that volcanologists do. Heading to the Aleutian 
Islands this summer to install an array of seismometers on 
a volcano in unrest (Cleveland) and collect samples from 
several others. Ships, helicopters and bears, oh my.

[Editors’ note:  As some of you may have noticed, Terry 
was awarded an honorary degree during the Dartmouth 
Class of 2015 graduation ceremony, for her extensive work 
in the field of Volcanology.  I had a chance to catch up 
with her graduation weekend just before the ceremony 
,where she was as excited about sharing the stage with 
so many dignitaries as she was about her own honorary 
degree!]

Nancy Vogele ‘85, Director of Religious and Spiritual 
Life, gave the invocation for the Dartmouth Class of 
2015 Graduation.

Terry Plank ‘85 (front row, far left ) prior to receiving her honorary degree at the Dartmouth Class of 
2015 graduation ceremony – June 2015.  

Dartmouth Class of 1985



Stay in touch:
Facebook - Dartmouth Class of 1985
Website - www.dartmouth85.com

HOMECOMING 2015
October 9th & 10th
Dartmouth v. Yale

News from the College...

Gap year for service promoted
The Dartmouth, July 31, 2015

Dartmouth College is partnering with a project that encourages incoming students to take a year off serving 
their communities in areas such as health, poverty, conservation and education.  The Aspen Institute’s Franklin 
Project connects young people in search of service opportunities, nonprofits and agencies that have such 
positions, and funders from the private sector, government and other areas.

Starting with the Class of 2020, Dartmouth will encourage accepted students who want to take a gap year to 
explore the paid opportunities available through the Franklin Project clearinghouse.  

Dartmouth officials are in the early stages of tailoring the program for the college’s needs. They say one goal is to 
create opportunities for students to reflect on their experiences and share them with others when they arrive on 
campus.  “We want these students to be able to articulate their value proposition to their peers at Dartmouth, to 
graduate school and fellowship advisers, to employers,” said Roger Woolsey, director of the Dartmouth Center 
for Professional Development. “These young men and women will come to Dartmouth with a different sense 
of maturity because they’ve had a year of devoting their time and their passion to something they believe in. I 
think employers will like to see this.”

Dartmouth is among a half-dozen colleges and universities to partner with the Franklin Project.

JUST
FOR
FUN

Freshman Trip 1981 - Courtesy of John Graves ‘85
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