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Alumni	Day	of	Service	

Please join Dartmouth alumni of 
all ages on the 2nd annual 
Alumni Day of Service.  This is a 
great opportunity to gather our 
fellow classmates and extended 
Dartmouth family in a 
meaningful activity! 
 
When: 
Saturday, May 7, 2016 

Where:
Choose your activity from a list 
provided by the College, or 
create your own service activity. 
 
What: 
The day is designed to provide 
opportunities for Dartmouth 
alumni, friends, and family to 
give back to their local 
communities while 
strengthening ties with fellow 
members of the Dartmouth 
community.  
 
How: 
If you would like to coordinate a 
specific service opportunity, 
please contact the Alumni 
Council’s Alumni Service 
Committee to become a project 
coordinator:
alumni.day.of.service@dartmouth
.edu.

Stay tuned for a list of scheduled 
events in our new monthly 
Class of '85 Events and News 
email.  

 
The goal for 2016 is to host 50 

projects across the globe! 
 

SHADES OF GREEN

As we gather contributions for this winter newsletter, Dartmouth's 105th 
Winter Carnival is just drawing to a close.  Already, it seems, hopeful eyes are 
trained on spring, even as we hold close the messages of thankfulness and 
giving that rang in and warmed the winter season. We reached out to our 
classmates who, through their career or volunteer work, are serving their 
community.  There are many ways to give and to serve, and we're guessing 
that each one of us has a story to tell.  Our thanks to the classmates who 
shared theirs here.  

Lisa and Margaret

Where in the world is…?  

Are you getting your Class of ’85 emails?  If not, then we don’t have 
your email address.  Please send us your contact info and we will 
update your record.  We miss you! 

Please help us find the following classmates:

1. David H. Adkins

2. Mark R. A!en

3. Vance H. Anderson

4. Sarah J. Auvil

5. J. Scott Badger
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Bo Beatty ’85 
Community Director, Grace Community 
Church  
Board Member, Grace Farms Foundation 
New Canaan, Connecticut 
bo@gracecommunity.info 

Bo writes… 
Serving Others – Making a Difference 
After graduation in ’85, I started my job with 
IBM in NYC.  During the next 15 years, I 
transitioned to Sony and became the volunteer 
treasurer of an entertainment industry charity.  I 
was fortunate to be in a position to write grants 
to a variety of non-profits with a shared vision.  
Soon I began to grow quite fond of one of our 
annual recipients:  Paul Newman’s Hole in the 
Wall Gang Camp.  I volunteered to work as a 
Cabin Counselor with the kids at the Camp for 
the next 5 summers.  At the age of 40, I had no 
idea how much the kids at the Camp would 
impact me.  It’s hard to describe the powerful 
feeling of serving and making a difference in 
the lives of others.  Shortly after, Grace 
Community Church in New Canaan, 
Connecticut asked me if I would consider 
taking a full-time job with them as their 
Community Director. In addition to this role, I 
was asked to be part of a 4 person team to help 
create, program and enable an amazing project 
on an 80-acre horse farm.  Grace Farms (opened 
this past October) is a welcoming new place, 
where multiple glass buildings flow under one 
roof and are seamlessly integrated into 80 acres 
of open space for people to experience nature, 
encounter the arts, pursue justice, foster 
community, and explore faith.  Gracefarms.org .  
I am blessed not only to serve, support and 
engage the community at Grace Community 
Church, but also many local communities in 
Fairfield County through Grace Farms. 
Through both of these unique platforms, we 
develop and implement dozens and dozens of 
activities, service projects, international 
missions, justice initiatives, special needs 
programming, etc. that connect with the local 
towns and communities. 

Dartmouth’s influence can be seen in some of 
our community activities:   canoe & hiking 
trips, curling outings, and our upcoming 
outdoor “Winter Festival” in March, featuring 
an outdoor skating rink, cross-country ski trails, 
a tubing trail, snowman-making contests, etc.  
Oh, and we just held a “Green Eggs & Ham” 
storytelling day for children and parents.  Still 
working on how to introduce a “pong” program.  

If any of you are ever in the area, let me know.  
Lunch on me here at Grace Farms! 

Grace Farms, New Canaan, Connecticut

Annie Coffey ’85 
Clinical Psychologist 
Registered Drama Therapist - Theater Teacher 
Richmond, Virginia 

Annie writes…  I am 100% practicing what I studied and majored and minored in (we 
called it "modified," didn't we?) at Dartmouth.  I was a psych major modified with 
elementary ed and have been practicing as a clinical psychologist in Richmond, VA since 
we moved here for my internship in 1992. Along the way, beginning in 2002, I also 
pursued becoming a Registered Drama Therapist. In my practice, I work with children, 
adolescents, families, adults, and couples. Some of my clients in the community find me 
because of their insurance. Many hear about me from current or former clients. I see some 
people who pay only what they can afford and very few who pay full fee.  My website 
(ReplenishmentAndChange.com) says a lot. As the middle of five children, I was born to 
be a therapist because I grew up valuing everyone's way of looking at things. And, if there 
ever was one goal I add to my clients' objectives, it would be that I see them and celebrate 
their unique selves and strengths. I value their authenticity and steering them towards 
creating a life they love. 

As a Registered Drama Therapist since 2007, I have been able to find a part-time job in a 
small private school teaching Theater. I have had dozens of students in the last six years. 
Teaching, for me, is also about meeting individuals where they are and celebrating what 
they are doing well or encouraging them to stretch past (what my mentor used to call) their 
"growing edge."  Schools are a huge part of our children's lives and communities. If I can 
make a difference in a few students' lives a year, I feel lucky and rewarded.  

Loving people and how different they are is why I never have been nor ever will be bored 
in my jobs.  Lastly, because I am such a people person with a few solid, professional skills, 
the idea of working in new communities with new groups excites me!  I have two kids at 
home (6 and 16), and my husband, Bruce is Dartmouth Class of '86. 

Take a look at the fun and 
creativity in this photo! (I know 
we practice what we preach in 
our family.) Also, if you look 

very closely on the wall behind 
the kids, you’ll see all of us,  
but our youngest, in 2008, at 

Fenway Park for the kids' first 
time. Our youngest was being 

planned. ; )

Grace Farms, New Canaan, Connecticut
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Anne Northrop Connor ’85 
Director of Community Grants 
Methodist Healthcare Ministries 
San Antonio, Texas 

Anne writes…  I am fortunate enough to work in 
the field of philanthropy, managing the grant-
making function for an organization that is 
focused on regional collaborative work for 
community health improvement.  It’s demanding, 
ever-changing, highly relational, strategic work.  
On days when I get discouraged, I remember that 
what we’re doing is “too important to fail,” a very 
different thing than “too big to fail.” The mission-
driven people I work with inspire me constantly.  I 
love that I get to help change lives and save lives 
every day.  It makes it worthwhile to put in the 
hard work and long hours. 

What brought me to this role?  I had been in bank 
marketing and was doing well, but I felt a call to 
do something that would help people.  I went over 
the wall into grant writing. I had a friend who 
asked me to ghostwrite federal grant proposals on 
the side while I was still in banking, and I found 
out I was good at it — and that I liked it.  

I found my first job with my current employer in 
the newspaper, so you can tell that that was a long 
time ago. It was a big comedown in salary from 
banking, but I was a lot happier. I started by 
writing grant proposals for community partners of 
Methodist Healthcare Ministries (MHM), 
including churches. Over the years, I helped other 
agencies to bring in over $35 million in grants 
from foundations and government agencies.  

Somewhere along the way, I was asked to start 
overseeing the grants we make to other agencies. 
So I went from grant seeking to grant making. At 
the time, we had maybe 30 funded partners. 
Today, we make about $25 million a year in 
healthcare grants to over 90 partners.  

One of our big focus areas is behavioral health, 
which includes a major initiative in South Texas 
(mostly low-income border communities)  — 
integrating mental health and primary care. We are 
partnering with the Social Innovation Fund of the 
federal government and some other foundations on 
that project.   We have also commissioned a study 
on the mental health system of care in our home 
county, to fill gaps more strategically. Our grant 
making work is increasingly more system-driven 
than program-driven.  

For more information about Methodist Healthcare 
Ministries, go to www.mhm.org, @mhmstx.

Valerie Hartmann ’85 
Co-founder and President 
Metro-Atlanta Million Mom March 

Valerie writes… In 1999, I was in transition.  Having decided 
to leave the GC’s office of Turner Broadcasting to pursue 
other professional opportunities and to spend more time with 
my two young sons (ages 6 mos. and 3 at the time),  I was 
also looking for ways to get more deeply involved in the 
community.  In late summer of 1999, I had read about a group 
of Moms in New Jersey/New York planning to pull together a 
major march in DC on Mother’s Day 2000.  These Moms, the 
founders of the Million Mom March, were passionately 
responding to the horrific events of a deranged shooter who 
wildly opened fire at a Los Angeles Jewish Day Camp/
Community Center in August of 1999 - they wanted 
desperately to raise awareness and make a difference to help 
keep our children/families safe from senseless gun violence.   

When I heard about this effort, I knew I had to get involved.  
A few years earlier, I had experienced an armed robbery first 
hand (absolutely terrifying) and with that experience and now 
the Mom of two young children to protect, I wanted to be part 
of the solution to keep our children and families safe.  The 
focus was to look at this issue as a health and safety issue and 
simply to help to implement common sense policies, 
regulations and laws that would keep our communities safe 
from senseless and avoidable gun violence.  In the fall of 
1999, a group of Atlanta/Georgia Moms, decided to join the 
Million Mom March Founders and helped organize the 
Atlanta satellite Million Mom March (with over 3000 in 
attendance).  We also coordinated the efforts for Georgians to 
travel to and participate in the main March in DC on Mother’s 
Day 2000 (a March of over 800,000). 

In the summer of 2000, my friend and I formed the Metro 
Atlanta Chapter of the Million Mom March - one of several 
chapters around the country working and supporting common 
sense gun policy  (today, the MMM is a chapter-based 
organization which is part of The Brady Campaign).  I 
became President of this Chapter and remain the President of 
the Chapter today.  Our core mission and work has not 
changed - helping to find common ground with people on all 
sides of the political spectrum to create and implement 
common sense policies, regulations 
and laws to prevent senseless and 
avoidable gun violence.  With 
programs like ASK (Asking Saves 
Kids), we also work within the 
communities to empower parents/
caregivers with additional tools that 
can help to prevent senseless gun 
violence. 
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What are you reading? 

In honor of Black History Month, the Boston Public Library publishes a 
“Black Is…” book list, choosing books for adult readers from recent 
works by and about African Americans.  They further reduce the list of 
titles to their top 10 favorite books from the 2016 “Black Is…” book list:

Fiction: 

God Help the Child, by Toni Morrison

Loving Day:  A Novel, by Mat Johnson

A Moment of Silence:  Midnight III, by Sister Souljah

The Turner House, by Angela Flournoy

Non-fiction: 

Alex Haley and the Books That Changed a Nation, by Robert J. Norrell

Between the World and Me, by Ta-Nehisi Coates

Delta Jewels: In Search of My Grandmother’s Wisdom, by Alysia Burton Steele

If Someone Says, “You Complete Me,” Run!, by Whoopi Goldberg

Soul Food Love:  Healthy Recipes Inspired by 100 Years of Cooking in a Black 
Family, by Alice Randall & Caroline Randall Williams

Year of Yes: How to Dance It Out, Stand in the Sun and Be Your Own Person, by 
Shonda Rhimes

Have you read one of these, or something else you enjoyed?  Are you in a 
book club?  Send us a review of your latest book – a short note, or a 
detailed account. Make sure to include the author.   

Reading is dreaming…with your eyes open.

Rev. Ellen Jennings, Dartmouth ’85 
Ordained Minister 
Pastor, Cleveland Park Congregational United Church of 
Christ 
Washington, DC 

Ellen writes… 1 used to say, semi jokingly, that when I finally 
wrote my memoir it was going to be titled: “Motherhood and 
Ministry” with the subtitle: “Have made me a better person than is 
good for me.”  Which is partly true, because I’m tired A LOT.  
But the two roles actually complement one another and, 
ultimately, energize me. 

My oldest son has autism, so mothering has never been quite what 
I expected (or dreamed) it would be.  And, since both of my other 
sons have ADHD, our household has always been, well, “hectic.”  
We often have at least one therapist here after school, and there 
are visual aids everywhere, with reminders like: “STOP. THINK. 
ALWAYS bring your cell phone and wallet with you when you go 
out.”  Which is amusing unless, like me, you have not a speck of 
ADD and like your spaces neat and clean… 

In comparison, ministry is a piece of cake.  Though, clearly, 
pastoring a group of diverse individuals through the good, bad 
and ugly of life is no easy task!  And yet, it’s what I’ve wanted for 
a long time.  It just took me awhile to get here.  I graduated from 
Harvard Divinity School in 1991, worked as an Organizer for 
Bread for the World for six years, took four years off to parent 
full-time, went back to work as the Director of Religious 
Education for an interfaith community, and finally, in 2007, was 
ordained by the UCC, a progressive Christian denomination.   

What I’ve learned is the following: sometimes the circuitous route 
(think labyrinth) is the best way to center.  I’ve worked on hunger 
and poverty issues, pioneered in ecology and religion, participated 
in one of the only truly interfaith worshiping communities in the 
country, and had more than my share of experience with special 
needs education, advocacy, and treatment.  Truth be told, if I’d 
been ordained as a minister in 1991, I would have had far less to 
give.  Because each experience I’ve had and every little bit I’ve 
learned over these many years of walking such a twisty path has 
been useful to my role as pastor.  Every challenge or issue I’ve 
confronted has helped me to help someone else who’s facing a 
similar or even distantly related concern.  

I could go on (and on) but this isn’t a sermon, so I’ll close by 
sharing one of my favorite quotes (from Frederick Buechner): 
“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness 
and the world’s deep hunger meet.”  I’ve found that place, and 
I’m grateful for it. 

Mark, Teddy, Ellen Jennings, Tate and Nicholas
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Rev. James Laughlin ’85 
Roman Catholic Priest 
Pastor, Good Shepherd 
Parish 
Wayland, Massachusetts 

Jim writes…. Anniversaries 
are times for introspection.  
We’ve all recently celebrated 
30 years since our graduation 
from Dartmouth.  Amazed 
that so many years have 
passed, we look back with 
gratitude as we reflect on lasting friendships, fun and adventure, and life-
changing educational experiences.  I have another big anniversary this year 
as I celebrate 25 years since my ordination as a Catholic priest.  As I look 
back over these years, there were certainly difficult times, especially living 
through the clergy abuse scandal that cast a long shadow over my life’s 
vocation.  But largely I look back with great joy and gratitude to God for 
these years.  There has been no greater privilege in my life than to walk the 
journey of life with my parishioners in intimate encounters at life’s most 
difficult and tragic moments as well as the most joyful. 

For the past ten years, I have served as pastor of Good Shepherd Parish in 
Wayland, MA, a suburb west of Boston. I am humbled by the trust given 
to me by my parishioners as I seek to help them find the presence of God 
in the midst of their busy and often complicated family and professional 
lives.  I am inspired by the myriad ways my parishioners put their faith 
into action.  Lay volunteers have rallied our whole parish in our 
commitment to outreach to the needy as an integral part of our life as 
disciples of Jesus Christ.  They collect massive amounts of food and 
clothing for Boston’s homeless, and our people - including families and 
children - go regularly to Boston Common, where they serve large 
numbers of our homeless brothers and sisters.  I have been involved in 
prison ministry for nearly 30 years and have a number of parishioners also 
committed to this outreach.  We have partnered with organizations serving 
abandoned and orphaned children in Latin America and many of our 
people have traveled to these countries on service trips.  The list goes on.  
They inspire me every day. 

I, like all of us, have benefitted in countless ways from my Dartmouth 
education.  As a Russian Language and Literature major, I was able to 
spend two terms in what was then Leningrad, now St. Petersburg.  When I 
applied to the seminary, the rector said wryly, “Jim, you have an 
interesting educational background.  Dartmouth.  Russia.  You do realize 
that there aren’t many Russians in East Weymouth!”  True, I don’t use my 
language skills every day.  But living in and being immersed in another 
culture broadens one’s perspective on life and on people.  So much of what 
we take for granted as just the way things are is often no more than social 
convention.  This learning has influenced my perspective especially in my 
work in the interfaith community.  Since coming to Wayland, I have been 
privileged to collaborate with Jewish, Muslim, Protestant and Unitarian 
colleagues in building bridges of understanding among our communities.  I 
am convinced that there is so much more that unites all people in their 
common aspirations and goals than whatever may separate us.  We can be 
passionate about our own beliefs while respecting…and even revering…
the faith of another.  I feel especially committed to this work as our 
country seems increasingly polarized along lines of race, politics and 
religion.  

I love my ministry and my vocation.  It’s a good thing I do.  The minimum 
retirement age for a priest of the Archdiocese of Boston is 75.  So I have 
lots more years to do what I love!

Class of 1985 Officers 

President 
Joe Riley – jriley851@gmail.com  

Immediate Past President  
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com  

Alumni Council Rep  
Laura Yecies – lyecies@gmail.com  

Bereavement Chair  
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com  

Class Project Chairs  
Linda Blockus – blockusl@gmail.com  
Veronica Jenkins – jenkinsvnj@gmail.com  
Pam Ponce Johnson – poncejoh@yahoo.com  

Gift Planning Chair  
Beth Hobbs – hobbsnc@mac.com  

Head Agents  
Joe McGee – joseph.mcgee@roxburypartners.com  
George Eldridge – georgeeldridge@comcast.net  
Joe Niehaus - jniehaus@housatonicpartners.com 

Mini-Reunion Chairs 
Todd Cranford – tlc31esq@yahoo.com  
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com  
NYC Chair:  Gary Ryan - minagary63@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors  
Margaret Marder – mmarder0269@comcast.net  
Lisa Herrington –herringtonhome@gmail.com  

Secretaries  
Leslie Davis Dahl – dahlleslie@yahoo.com  
John MacManus – slampong@aol.com  

Treasurer  
David McIlwain – david.t.mcilwain@gmail.com  

Webmaster  
Jeff Weitzman – jeff@weitzman.net 
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Elise Miller ’85 
Earthquake Relief Volunteer (with her family) in Nepal, also: 
Director, The Collaborative on Health and the Environment(CHE) 
Bolinas, California 

Elise writes… 
From Chandani, Nepal to Flint, Michigan: 
It’s All About the Commons 
My volunteerism, as is true for many, has taken myriad forms over the 
years. I’ve worked internationally with Volunteers for Peace in what was 
then Czechoslovakia and at Mother Teresa’s Home of the Destitute and 
Dying in Calcutta (now Kolkata). I’ve also served on almost a dozen 
nonprofit boards nationally and helped developmentally challenged 
children in a local HOPE riding program. We all have our lists of the ways 
we’ve chosen to practice random or not so random acts of kindness – in 
big ways and small, globally and locally. 

What was different about volunteering for earthquake relief work in Nepal 
last December was I would be going with my husband and son. In fact, this 
would be the first time our son, Ravi (aged 10), would return to his birth 
country since we adopted him as a baby. This would be the first time he 
would experience a whole sea of faces that mirrored his – and the first time 
he would meet his earliest caretakers, who had saved his life when he was 
born two months premature in a cold Kathmandu winter with no NICU 
facility to take him in. In other words, this was not simply about trying to 
be of help to those who had lost so much in the devastating earthquakes 
last spring; this was also about exploring the meaning of family across 
cultures, when DNA is not the common denominator.  

We first spent some days in the crowded, chaotic, polluted city of 
Kathmandu, where the streets were lined with idle buses and empty gas 
cans. This was because India, in protest of Nepal’s newly minted 
Constitution, was blocking fuel from being transported to their northern 
neighbor. We also took a trek to the Kumbhu (Everest) region in northeast 
Nepal, where the guides and porters desperately needed work given the 
dwindling number of tourists post earthquake. 

Much of our time, however, was spent in Chandani, a small village about 
four hours east of Kathmandu that had been completely destroyed in the 
earthquake. We had contacts there through a Seattle-based organization, 
Crooked Trails, which works with families who want to do service-focused 
trips. The founder of Crooked Trails had been going to Chandani for 10 
years. After the earthquake, she asked the villagers what they most needed. 
The resounding answer was two-fold: to refurbish the school and to build a 
large milk shed, where cow milk would be brought every day to be 
weighed, priced, sold and distributed to create a sustainable economic hub 
for the village. They didn’t ask to rebuild individual houses. Instead, they 
wanted what would best serve the community as a whole. 

We were hosted by an extended family that used to live in a cluster of 
three-story houses. They would inhabit the second floor, while their 
animals were kept on the ground floor and their harvested crops were 
stored above them. Now this family, like all those in Chandani, was living 
under makeshift tarps with whatever they had been able to salvage.  

At night we slept on what served as mattresses (some coarse cloth filled 
with a very thin layer of cotton batting) with a half dozen family members. 
When we awoke in the morning, the matriarch of the family would already 
be up smoothing the dirt floor in the communal area and kitchen by rolling 
fresh dung over it. She would then stoke the one burner clay stove with 
corn cobs or bits of wood and make us “masala chai”, sweet milky tea. 
Meanwhile, plumes of black smoke would waft from the semi-enclosed, 
chimney-less cooking area and engulf all of us. The electricity came on 
twice a day – an hour or so in the morning and in the evening. The same 
was true of the communal water tap where the villagers got their drinking 
water and bathed. In short, we were living as billions of people on this 
planet do every single day.  

Given the timing of our trip, we were put to work at the school moving 
dirt, salvaging bricks, hauling water, sifting sand and making concrete for 
the purpose of building a small library. Over two hundred books had just 
been donated and needed to be housed so students could browse the titles 
and check them out. This would be a learning experience itself since the 
school had never had a library.  

In addition, Ravi taught three classes of students how to make origami 
models, something he’s loved doing since age four. He also showed the 
math teacher how to solve the Rubik’s cube so that he in turn could teach 
his students these algorithms. All of these offerings provided lively 
opportunities for cultural exchange that transcended language and evoked 
smiles all around. 

When we weren’t working on the library, we also shucked corn, planted 
potatoes and tilled fields. In the evenings, we sat among the villagers as 
they exchanged stories, laughed, danced and played traditional Nepali 
music. What was perhaps most astonishing was their resiliency. Over and 
over we were struck by their capacity to find joy in the face of so much 
loss. 

“…what is it you plan to do with  
your one wild and precious life?” 

  - Mary Oliver 

Ravi was a magnet for the kids and adults. They were so curious about this 
boy who looked like them, but spoke almost no Nepali. He found it 
overwhelming at times to have people crowd around him, asking him 
questions that he couldn’t answer. But as the days passed he made friends 
with a few boys his age, and they ran off into the jungle to climb trees and 
down to the river to frolic in its frigid currents. Parents and grandparents 
too would wrap their arms around Ravi, pinch his cheeks with affection, 
put his hoodie up to keep him warm, and frequently ask him, “bhok?”, 
which means, “hungry?” in Nepali.  From a distance, a passerby might 
have thought he had grown up in Chandani. 

Returning home, we were of course delighted to see dear friends again and 
be in our own spacious home with clean (hot and cold) running water, 
electricity on demand, flushable indoor toilets, etc. In fact, the first week 
back we were almost giddy having what felt like such luxuries after our 
time in Nepal. 

Soon, however, the news of lead contamination in the drinking water of 
Flint, MI started to make headlines. Reading about the situation made me  
wonder what might be in the water in Chandani. Is it high in arsenic like 
many aquifers in that region of the world? What about manganese and 
other heavy metals that can impact neurological development, just as lead 
can? Is the villagers’ situation actually that much different from what the 
families in Flint face and those in so many other urban centers around our 
own country?  

Devastation from the earthquake in Nepal
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I latched onto these questions not only because of our recent travel, but because 
these are the kinds of concerns I focus on in my professional life as well. 
Currently I direct a national/international nonprofit, the Collaborative on 
Health and the Environment (CHE), dedicated to reducing exposures to 
environmental pollutants that can lead to chronic disease and disability. 
Reading the emerging environmental health science daily reminds me that none 
of us is immune to these health concerns whether we live in Chandani or Flint, 
Rio de Janeiro or New York, or even on a pristine island north of Seattle (where 
I am fortunate enough to be). Instead, the daily news – from the methane leak 
in southern California to the islands of plastics and other garbage the size of 
Texas floating in the Pacific Ocean – makes it crystal clear that preserving the 
Commons for current and future generations can no longer be a decision left to 
partisan politics, but is an inalienable right – one we must collectively demand.  

Obviously spending time volunteering in a developing country is not for 
everyone. But donating time or money to charities that prioritize concern for 
the Commons, or pressing for policy changes at any level of government to 
help ensure that no families have to worry if the water they drink (or food they 
eat, air they breathe or products they buy) may be reducing their kids’ capacity 
to contribute to society or even shortening their lifespans, are some of the 
thousands of ways to make a difference. 

The poet Mary Oliver asks, “…what is it you plan to do with your one wild and 
precious life?” That’s a question I try to remember to ask myself every day. 
And when I realize I’m not contributing much to the Commons, or even 
diminishing it somehow, my practice is to try to figure out how to correct 
course, over and over again, for however long I can keep giving. I truly look 
forward to hearing what other classmates are doing to serve their respective 
communities and far beyond with their own wild and precious lives.

Ted Pascoe’85 
Executive Director, Senior Support Services 
Denver, Colorado 

Ted writes…  Since 2003 I have been running Senior Support 
Services, which is a day shelter for hungry and homeless 
seniors.  Our clients — a third of whom are veterans — 
experience a multitude of challenging problems including 
abject poverty, lack of a support system, mental illness, 
substance abuse, impaired cognitive function, physical 
infirmities, and self-neglect.  They are the poorest of the poor. 

Many of them are intimidated, disillusioned or overwhelmed by 
the bureaucracy involved in dealing with human service 
agencies.  We provide a less threatening environment where 
basic needs are met including meals, clothing, and shelter from 
the elements.  We also provide individualized, comprehensive 
case management to help clients obtain and retain government 
benefits and affordable housing. 

Unlike many human service organizations where clients obtain 
a particular service and are then ushered out of the building, 
many of our clients arrive at 7am each morning and stay until 
7pm, during which time they benefit from a clothing bank, 
access to computers and the Internet, a TV room, a place to 
store their belongings, socialization, and many other services. 

Serving the homeless is rewarding and challenging but it can 
also be discouraging and depressing.  We try to keep things as 
light as possible as staff burnout is always a concern. 

As we serve more than 200 seniors every day in a 4000 square-
foot space, we are contemplating a capital campaign to build a 
much larger day shelter.  I wrote a rap song (I’m not making 
this up) I will be turning into a music video to show people 
what we do and raise money for the cause.  These new 
challenges are a big part of why I remain energized and 
engaged. 

As social animals, I believe we are compelled to help others. 
Resisting this altruistic impulse only leads to loneliness and 
depression.  Running a nonprofit is simply the way I satisfy the 
compulsion. 

For more info, please see our website:  
www.seniorsupportservices.org

Ravi and Elise 

Ravi teaching origami 

Ted Pascoe, Executive Director Senior Support Services
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Blaine Richard ’85 
Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation  
Pra-Vida 
Nova Petropolis, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil 

Blaine writes…  I work with drug and alcohol rehab in Brazil, in a small farm-
like setting, where people who need a longer time to work through not only 
the detox process, but internal issues and family issues as well, can get away 
from their normal day-to-day-life setting.  Pra-Vida is located in Nova 
Petrópolis in the southernmost state of Brazil, and I have worked there for just 
over 8 years now.  The years have gone by quickly, and I have worked with 
many interesting and special people — both as co-workers and as residents in 
our program.  Though we are faith-based, as is the case with most of the 
therapeutic communities (as we are called here), we are able to integrate all 
treatment methods from psychiatry to spiritual discovery, from milking cows 
to bird-watching, from hiking to long conversations.  I often remember what it 
was like at my dorm (Ripley), where I was called "dorm parental figure," and I 
remember our last two reunions, where I met and re-met some great 
classmates who have helped me to understand what my current calling in life 
entails.  The future of our small organization is rather uncertain, with increased 
government requirements and decreased funding, but no matter what happens, 
it has been an incredibly stretching and enriching experience. 

Editors’ note:  Please feel welcome to email Blaine at blainebr@aol.com if 
you would like to make a tax-deductible donation to Pra-Vida 
(pravida.wix.com/pravida).  

Peggy Engelhart Zink ’85 
CEO, Cincinnati Works 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Peggy writes…  After more than 20 years in the corporate world – 15 in 
management consulting at Accenture, 5 as vice president of business 
transformation at Fidelity Investments, and 3 more as an independent 
consultant – I switched professional gears. I earned my master’s degree in 
pastoral ministry from The Athenaeum of Ohio in 2009, and for the past six 
and a half years have been serving as CEO of Cincinnati Works – a 
nonprofit agency dedicated to eliminating poverty.  

The social justice aspect of my faith has resonated with me from the time I 
was young (and a shout out to my Aquinas House friends and Fr. Joe Devlin 
who continued to help nurture this for me at Dartmouth). I’ve long wanted 
to make an impact in the area of poverty, and I believe my 20+ year for-
profit career was geared towards preparing me for this job. It’s the perfect 
position for me, combining my business acumen with my passion for social 
justice. At Cincinnati Works (CW), we provide job readiness training to our 
clients, and we work with more than 75 local employers to connect our 
clients to meaningful work. Moreover, we provide one-on-one job/life 
coaching, taking a personal interest in the lives of those we serve and 
mentoring them to success.  We help them get a job, stabilize on the job, 
and advance on their chosen path towards a living wage – no matter how 
long it takes. We help them tackle the obstacles they encounter. We join 
them on their journey, supporting them through the heartbreaking valleys 
and celebrating with them on the victorious summits.  

Our work is grounded in the fundamental belief in the value and dignity of 
every individual, no matter where they’re coming from or the depths that 
their life has taken them to. Everyone deserves an opportunity to earn a 
living and experience the dignity of work. Through Cincinnati Works, I’m 
able to touch the lives of some of our community’s most vulnerable 
members – those who live in poverty, those who are chronically 
unemployed and under-resourced, those who find themselves on the 
margins of society – and my life has been enriched through these 
encounters.  

Take Shimmaine for example. She came to us in 2009 and we’ve been 
working with her ever since to help her break the cycle of poverty. Raised 
mostly by her aunt and grandmother, Shimmaine came to us as a young 
single mother with one child. After our job readiness training, Shimmaine 
found a job as a teacher’s aide, where she stayed for a little over a year.  
With the help of her coach at CW, she mapped out a path towards a career 
in health care. While working as a teacher’s aide, she completed a State 
Tested Nurse’s Aide Program in 2010.  Within a few months, Shimmaine 
landed a job at one of our employer partners, Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital, as a patient care aide where she is still employed. Still not earning 
enough to support her family, she continued her education at a local 
university while she worked, achieving an associate’s degree in nursing in 
2013 and then a bachelor’s degree a few months ago. During this time, she 
also worked with a financial coach at CW to repair her poor credit and build 
her savings. This has enabled her to move out of her aunt’s home and 
establish a residence for herself and her child.  Her ultimate goal is to 
become a Primary Care Nurse Practitioner.  I’m inspired by Shimmaine’s 
persistence, her hopefulness in the rough times, and her intense desire to 
provide and be a great role model for her child – to finally break the cycle 
of poverty. And there are hundreds more like her that we are blessed to 
work with every day.  

One of my biggest responsibilities as CEO of CW is to represent our 
accomplishments and expertise to the community and to secure the 
resources to advance our mission. I never thought I would be good at or

March 25, 2016 
Stay tuned for our 85th Day of the Year 

activity!

Class of ‘85

Pra-Vida in Nova Petropolis, Brazil
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enjoy fundraising, but in truth, it’s an honor and privilege to tell 
our story, and I do so with tremendous pride. This work is made 
easier by the 37 talented colleagues I work with, many of whom 
have struggled on their own personal journey and are an 
inspiration in their own right. Again, my life is richer because of 
them. 

The mark I hope to leave on Cincinnati Works during my time at 
the helm is growth and expanded impact. With over 30% of the 
Cincinnati population living in poverty, the acute need for our 
services is clear, and we are rising to the challenge. We’ve doubled 
in size over the last 3 years, with more growth planned this year. 
In the coming years, I hope to see that 30% poverty statistic fall, 
but more importantly I hope with every person we touch, that we 
are restoring their dignity and enabling them to participate in a just 
economy. 

In other news: On the personal front, I’ve been married to John 
Zink (University of Cincinnati ’84) for 28 years. Our oldest 
daughter Megan (Boston College ’14) lives in Boston and works 
for Deloitte Consulting. Our daughter Hannah has 2 more years in 
pharmacy school at Butler University, and our son Adam is a 
sophomore at University of Dayton. With a now empty nest, John 
and I spend much of our free time preparing for a move later this 
year – from my childhood home of 49 years in a quiet comfortable 
neighborhood to a smaller townhouse in the urban core of 
Cincinnati. We’re excited about this next phase of our life! 

Peggy and CW client, Clyde Robinson, ringing the 
“bell of success” to celebrate getting a job. He’s 
now employed full-time as a steward at Horseshoe 
Casino where he’s been for almost a year.

News from Our Classmates… 

No need to wait for us to ask.  We love to hear from you whenever you 
write to us with an update, news or comments! 

Chris Little ’85 writes… 

I continue my career as an educator, serving as Dean of Students at the New 
Hampton School in central New Hampshire.  My daughter is loving Skidmore 
and in her second year, planning to major in history with a minor in geoscience. 
She looks forward to studying abroad next year – possibly Africa and/or 
Scotland.  I have two sons. One is a junior here at New Hampton and enjoys 
school and playing sports. He looks forward to playing lacrosse in college.  My 
youngest is in fifth grade. He loves to read and play sports, and recently 
suggested he might like to be a scientist and help fix climate change!  When I 
have the chance to do what I love, I spend time with my kids, and I play in a 
music duo called Gravel 
Road – featuring mostly 
bluegrass, folk, and some 
country music.  I also take 
advantage of the proximity to 
natural resources, playing in 
and on Squam Lake, and 
hiking in the White 
Mountains. 

Guthrie, Dugan, 
Mackenzie and 

Chris, in front, on 
Mt. Cardigan

Something New…. 

A Class of ’85 Events & News email at the beginning of each month!

Hope you got it… hope you liked it… hope you’ll let us know if you have news you’d like us to share.  This 
monthly blast is designed to share time sensitive news and events.

If you aren’t receiving these emails, please send us your email address.  Don’t miss out on a chance to 
connect with old friends and new!

Lisa - herringtonhome@gmail.com Margaret - mmarder0269@comcast.net

Gravel Road - Chris Little & fiance, Beth Grosart

Peggy Zink, CEO, Cincinnati Works
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Mini-Reunion in NYC: Gayle Gilman, Sue Finegan, Jo Ann Davey, Gary 
Ryan & Carole Frassenelli

Meet our new NYC Mini-Reunion Chair… 

We are pleased to announce that Gary Ryan ’85 has signed on to be our 
New York City Mini-Reunion Chair!!  This is a new role, dedicated to 
creating opportunities for ’85s who live and work in NYC and the 
surrounding New York metropolitan area (or who may be in town visiting or 
on business) to get together.

Here’s a little bit from Gary about her new role:

I recently moved back to the NYC area after spending about a year away, 
primarily in Argentina. Prior to my travels, I had attended an ’85 lunch and 
reconnected with Joe Riley who, coincidentally, reached out to me to get 
involved with the class just after I got back in the area. Fresh off one 
adventure, I decided to take him up on his offer to help organize a couple of 
85 events. So, here I am….Mini-Reunion Chair for the NYC area. Our first 
event is Burgers and Beers prior to the February 20th Dartmouth-Columbia 
Men's Basketball game...5:30pm at Mel's Burgers. However, impromptu 
mini-reunions have happened in NYC over the past two weeks -- dinner 
with Sue Finegan, Gayle Gilman, Carole Frassenelli, and Jo Ann 
Davey, and also lunch with Steve Moss. So much fun to catch up. Would 
welcome any and all ideas for fun outings to reconnect. With spring on the 
way (hopefully), I'm aiming to do something outside. Feel free to email me 
with ideas - minagary63@gmail.com.

Become a local Mini-Reunion Chair! 

Seeking Mini-Reunion Chairs for Boston, San Fran, LA, DC 
and more: 

Would you like to do something like Gary Ryan where you live? Gatherings tied into an 
already-existing local Dartmouth event (sporting events, visits from Dartmouth faculty 
and leadership, local Dartmouth Club holiday parties, etc) are especially great for rallying 
classmates to gather. Add in a get-together beforehand or right after, and you have a party. 

Interested?  You pick the event and we will help with publicity.  The class may even help 
with the funding.  Contact our ’85 Mini-Reunion Chairs to volunteer:  
Todd Cranford tlc31esq@yahoo.com and Valerie Hartman vhartman711@gmail.com

Let’s get this party started!

News from our Class Officers… 

Class Dues Letter Coming Soon 

Next month you will receive a letter from our class to collect 
Class Dues.  In addition to paying your class dues of $50, you 
may make an additional donation to our class project funds.  
Class Dues are used to pay for our newsletter printing and 
mailing, mini-reunion funding, special events and operating 
costs for the class.  

Our current Class Projects are:  Dartmouth Partners in 
Community Service & the Center for Professional 
Development, both highlighted in our Fall 2015 newsletter 
and on our website - www.dartmouth85.com.

Please consider supporting our class and class projects by 
paying your dues.

Thank you!

Burgers and Beers Mini-Reunion at Mel’s Burgers in NYC just before the 
Columbia v. Dartmouth basketball game. 

Back row...Mike Merrow, Ellen Shapiro, Lisa Zaslow, Jason Kaplan, Jo 
Ann Davey, Suzanne Burkhardt.  

Front row...Nola Bonis, Gary Ryan

GO BIG GREEN!
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News from the College… 

Dartmouth partners with Khan Academy 
[Excerpt from The Dartmouth:  January 12, 2016]

When Salman Khan, the founder of educational organization Khan 
Academy, came to the College to speak in April 2012, computer science 
professor Devin Balkcom  was intrigued. After chatting with Khan over 
lunch, Balkcom volunteered his services to create content for the site and 
Dartmouth became the first and only undergraduate institution to 
partner with Khan Academy.

Balkcom and fellow computer science professor Thomas Cormen  
developed the content for a Khan Academy algorithms course based on 
Dartmouth’s “Computer Science 1”  course.  The course incorporates 
visual elements, like graphics and animations, to illustrate concepts on the 
online platform, Balkcom said.

Partnering with Khan Academy fits well with Dartmouth’s commitment 
to undergraduate teaching, Balkcom said. Some of his own students have 
taught high school robotics camps and introductory coding and he said he 
would like undergraduate students to be involved with creating Khan 
Academy content.

Hood Museum to undergo $50 million expansion 
and renovation 
hoodmuseum.dartmouth.edu

Work is set to begin this spring on a $50 million expansion and 
renovation of the Hood Museum of Art.

Plans call for the creation of a prominent gray- and white-brick façade 
facing the Green that will proclaim the Hood’s presence on campus; a 
new Center for Object-Based Inquiry that will triple the museum’s 
capacity to fulfill its teaching mission; 40 percent more gallery space; and 
a flexible concourse that will be a new venue for gatherings and 
performances.

“The Hood has been a jewel at the heart of the Dartmouth campus for 30 
years,” says Provost Carolyn Dever. “By putting learning at its core, this 
expansion will help drive what it means to have a teaching museum on an 
academic campus in the 21st century.”

For updates on the  progress, check out the Hood Museum website:
hoodmuseum.dartmouth.edu.

DartmouthX courses announced 
www.edx.org/school/dartmouthx

With topics ranging from an examination of the materials that go into 
modern sports equipment to the nature of reality itself, five new 
DartmouthX courses will begin production in 2016 and 2017. They are the 
second round of massive open online courses, or MOOCs, that 
Dartmouth is creating in partnership with the nonprofit online learning 
consortium edX.

The goals of the DartmouthX initiative, says Josh Kim, director of Digital 
Learning Initiatives at DCAL, are not only to expand access to learning 
beyond campus, but to strengthen teaching and learning inside the 
classroom through experimentation and collaboration.

The courses:

• Question Reality! Physics, Philosophy, and the Limits of Knowledge, led by 
Gleiser. The first of two interdisciplinary DartmouthX courses 
sponsored by ICE will address what, if any, limits scientists and 
philosophers confront in trying to understand the nature of reality. 

• Free Wi!, Attention, Top-Down Causation, and Consciousness in the Brain, 
led by Tse. The second of two interdisciplinary DartmouthX courses 
sponsored by ICE will tackle the classic “mind-body” problem from 
both sides, attempting to bridge the gulf between what neuroscience 
is learning about the brain and what psychology understands about 
the mind.

• John Milton’s Paradise Lost, led by Professor of English Thomas Luxon, 
will help students appreciate Milton’s verse and use it to think 
through philosophical, theological, and political ideas that are still 
relevant today, using—and contributing to—the online John Milton 
Reading Room, a comprehensive digital resource that collects 
Milton’s work with contemporary critical annotations.

• Materials in Gear,  led by Rachel Obbard, Th ’06, assistant professor 
of engineering at Thayer School of Engineering, will introduce 
students—engineers and non-engineers alike—to the materials that 
go into modern sports equipment, and to what makes gear hold up 
under force, absorb impact, flex without breaking, slide or roll 
smoothly, bounce, or fly through the air or water.

• Complementary and Alternative Medicine, led by Mark Spaller, associate 
professor of pharmacology and toxicology at the Geisel School of 
Medicine, will survey the landscape of alternatives to the scientific 
model of medicine from historical, medical, economic, cultural, 
political, and social perspectives.

For more information and to sign up for any of the current and upcoming 
courses:  https://www.edx.org/school/dartmouthx

Camp Dartmouth 
alumni.dartmouth.edu/events/campdartmouth

We may not be able to recreate our Sophomore Summer/Camp 
Dartmouth experience, but we can still enjoy a Camp Dartmouth 
experience!  You and your family are invited to return to campus for a 
long summer weekend of fun and discovery as part of Camp Dartmouth 
2016. We received wonderful feedback from those who attended our sold-
out inaugural Camp Dartmouth in 2015 and look forward to making 
memories with your family this year.  

You’ll stay on the Dartmouth campus while enjoying a range of 
recreational, educational, and athletic activities in Hanover and 
throughout the Upper Valley. Fill your days with Camp Dartmouth events 
or spend time on your own playing a round of golf, sipping coffee on Main 
Street, or napping on the Green. On Saturday evening and Sunday 
morning, parents can enjoy adults-only sessions while their children (ages 
3 and older) attend supervised activities. We've filled the rest of the 
schedule with programming that the whole family can enjoy.

Registration is open at alumni.dartmouth.edu/events/campdartmouth.
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