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In this issue: 
• News from our (most popular) Classmates
• Where in the World Is… ?
• Bartlett Tower Society
• Though ’round the girdled earth they roam…
• Our Class Officers
• News from our Class Officers
• What are you Reading?
• What are you Streaming? (new column)

SHADES OF GREEN

Did you know that John (we included Jons and Jonathans, 
too) is the most popular men’s name among Dartmouth ’85s?  
(yes, we counted)  And Katherine - with its many variations - 
holds the top spot among Dartmouth ’85 women.  So in 
celebration of silliness, and in the spirit of the whimsy 
promised by Spring, we set out to fill this newsletter with 
updates and pictures from every John and Katherine in our 
class.  Thank you to all who played along — and a special 
shout-out to Linda Blockus ’85, who devised the idea!
If you have theme ideas or topic suggestions for a future 
class newsletter, please send them our way.
Hope you’ve had a Happy Spring!

Margaret & Lisa

Sonnet 33
by Elizabeth Barrett Browning
(from Sonnets from the Portuguese)

Yes, call me by my pet-name! let 
me hear
The name I used to run at, when 
a child,
From innocent play, and leave the 
cowslips plied,
To glance up in some face that 
proved me dear
With the look of its eyes. I miss 
the clear
Fond voices which, being drawn 
and reconciled
Into the music of Heaven’s 
undefiled,
Call me no longer. Silence on the 
bier,
While I call God—call God!—so 
let thy mouth
Be heir to those who are now 
exanimate.
Gather the north flowers to 
complete the south,
And catch the early love up in the 
late.
Yes, call me by that name,—and I, 
in truth,
With the same heart, will answer 
and not wait.

____________________________

spawning Alewives in Somesvilles, ME, on their annual spawning 
migration up to the Somes-Meynell Wildlife Sanctuary on Mount Desert 

Island in a watershed that drains Acadia National Park 
(by Matthew Dickerson ’85)
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News from our Classmates… 
Cathy Loo Devaney ’85 writes…

Dan Devaney ’84 and I celebrated our 30th wedding 
anniversary in December.  In recent weeks the state of 
Hawaii has suffered through massive flooding on 
Kauai, destructive volcanic lava activity, and 
earthquakes on the Big Island.  The Aloha Spirit 
remains strong with communities helping each other, 
and fortunately there has been no loss of life.  We live 
on Oahu, which had some flooding but not as severe.  
However, the February 2018 median price for a single 
family home here is $773K, representing a different 
kind of hardship!  Mahalo.

Where in the world is… ? 
Just over two years ago (in February 2016), we 

began emailing a Dartmouth Class of 1985 
Monthly News & Events e-newsletter to our 
class early each month (every month).  Our 

hope is to deliver Dartmouth events 
information and other links, pictures, and 
details quickly.  We hope you have been 

receiving them!  If not, please contact us with 
your email address.  

We would love to have an accurate email 
address for every classmate, but we are 

missing addresses for at least 100 of us.  Please 
take a look at the names below.  If you are on 

the list, please send us your email address.  
And if you know a good email address for a 

classmate listed here, please let us know.  

(You may also update your contact information 
directly by sending an email to the College at 

alumni.records@dartmouth.edu, 
or by calling Alumni Records at 603/ 646-2253.  It 

helps us if you send to us as well.) 

1. John R. Anderson, Jr
2. John D. Earley
3. John E. Hanson
4. John D. Hughes
5. John B. Lannie
6. John W. Nelson, Jr
7. Jonathan A. Turoff
8. Jonathan S. Wilson
9. Catherine Frasier
10. Cathleen M. Melton, MD
11. Cathy R. Wasserman, PhD
12. Kate Dunn
13. Katharine S. Bjork
14. Kathryn M. Tucker

STAY IN TOUCH 

www.dartmouth85.com 

herringtonhome@gmail.com 
mmarder0269@comcast.net

in St. Louis, MO:  Caryn (left) graduating  with a Master's 
in Mechanical Engineering from Washington University in 

St. Louis, Cathy Loo Devaney’ 85 (middle), and Claire 
(right) who just finished her first year at Tufts
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John Glenn ’85 writes…

It’s funny to be listed in the popular-name crowd;   
out here in California, it seems no one is named 
John, and definitely none of the kids are.  
Coincidentally, when I fact-checked this, Google 
served me a 2012 Social Security name list that shows 
John and Katherine, side-by-side, as the 55th-most-

popular baby name for boys and girls born in CA.  
And also by coincidence, my wife is a “Kate" from 
Dartmouth, which ties into this listicle nicely - 
although she’s Kate Aiken ’92 (not an ’85).  I say it’s 
coincidental not just because it meets your “John and 
Kate” theme nicely, but also because, when we first 
met, we had no idea we had gone to the same 
college;  that was just happenstance.

“What we do for fun” is pretty limited, because our 
two boys are in Kindergarten and 3rd grade.  A real 
treat in my book is “grocery shopping without the 
kids.”  But things are slowly easing up, and we 
managed to get this selfie after a beer at the Presidio 
Yacht Club, which is ironically a dive bar with a 
spectacular view.  Kate goes into SF every day to 
make a living, and I take care of the boys and the 
homestead.  It’ll be a weird thought if I re-enter the 
workforce in a few years… huh.  I’ve had a number of 
different careers, and I wonder which field I might 
try to tackle.  It’s hard to wrap my head around when 
my life right now is all field trips, urgent care, and 
handwriting practice.  Oh, and books about 
dragons… I do like that part.

John Greabe ’85 writes…

How can I say no to such a nice invite?!…  I am at present 
the associate dean for faculty research & development and 
a professor of law at the University of New Hampshire 
School of Law.  I teach constitutional law, civil procedure, 
federal courts, and conflict of laws.  I also teach an 
introduction to law course to UNH undergrads.  I live in 
Hopkinton, NH, with my wife Martha Madsen, who is a 
school counselor and president of the New Hampshire 
Institute for Civics Education.  We have three children:  
Nate, 24 (Dartmouth 2016-presently works in the legal 
department at Indeed, Inc., in Austin, TX);  Luke (21, 
rising senior at Tufts);  and Sophia (17, rising senior at 
Hopkinton High School).  I play in an over-50 baseball 
league (think Civil War reenactment, only on a  baseball 
field;  approximately the same number of injuries);  love 
my Wheaten Terrier and Havanese;  and write a monthly 
explainer column for the Concord Monitor on 
constitutional law issues in the news.  Happily, I still 
regularly see (or at least stay in touch with) a number of 
classmates, including Greg Cappello, Paul DiSilvestro, 
Gerry Donovan, Andy Ford, Scott Hylton (over-50 
baseball teammate!), Ken Jones, Glenn Jordan, Tony 
Kingsley, Jim Leightheiser, Paul MacDonald, Max

John Glenn ’85 and his wife Kate Aiken ’92

John Greabe ’85 and family
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Martinez, Peter Massarrelli, Tom Klupchak, Mike Oniskey, Lance Portland, Fran Swift, Doug Williamson, and John 
Hansen.

Since Dartmouth, I have also met some women.

One cool thing:  In 2019, Dartmouth will celebrate both its 250th anniversary and the 200th anniversary of the 
Dartmouth College case.  With respect to the latter, I am presently chairing a committee that is planning a symposium to 
commemorate the case’s legacy.  The symposium will be held on March 1-2, 2019 in Hanover. Confirmed panelists include 
Akhil Amar, Hon. Jim Bassett (NH Supreme Court), Martha Beattie, Greg Garre, Annette Gordon-Reed, Neal Katyal, 
Caleb Nelson, David Rabban, Kate Stith-Cabranes, and Ernie Young. Dartmouth will be offering a 2019 winter term 
course on the DCC co-taught by Don Pease, Russell Muirhead, and others.  Students from the course will participate in 
the symposium.  We also will have a reenactment of the DCC’s famous oral argument.  The symposium will be open to all 
who are willing to trek to Hanover in March.  Should be excellent!

John Jeffers ’85 writes…
We (my wife, Mary, daughter Cecilia (15), and I), are still in Houston, where I’ve been for most of the time since 
graduation.  I’m thirty years into a career in the energy industry, having migrated from international oil 
exploration, through a technology-focused company, and now to the third or fourth largest domestic natural gas 
production company in the US.  I keep busy on the side working with and encouraging folks who are pursuing 
new technologies and innovations, mostly oriented toward cleaner energy technologies and improving efficiency.  
Cecilia is a freshman in high school and, in her first meeting with her college counselor, she blurted out (to my 
surprise) that Dartmouth is among her top three choices for college.

But aside from family and career things, the past year has been largely pre-occupied by hurricane Harvey and its

Dartmouth, there is no music for our singing 
No words to bear the burden of our praise 
Yet how can we be silent and remember 
The splendor and the fullness of her days…. 
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Mary, Cecilia (15), and John Jeffers ’85 in Cabo

impact on Houston.  Imagine 
four feet of rain in four days 
falling on a metro area of six 
million people.  Every waterway 
flooded.  Almost every road was 
impassable.  Hundreds of 
thousands of homes were 
flooded.  Emergency response 
plans were overwhelmed.  
Fortunately, our house stayed 
dry, although we were stranded 
on an “island” for about a week.   
But many of our friends and 
neighbors were not so fortunate, 
and quite a few lost everything.

As terrible as the disaster was, 
the response was equally 
uplifting.  Not just neighbors 
helping neighbors, but people 
from everywhere, both during 
and after the event, dropping 
everything and rushing to help.  
Within hours of the water rising 
into neighborhoods, thousands 
of people with boats trailered
them to the water’s edge and began ferrying people to safety.  People came from as far away as Kansas, Oklahoma, 
and Louisiana with their flat-bottomed bass boats in tow.   Just the week before, we had watched the movie 
“Dunkirk.”  Now we were witnessing the same spirit of volunteerism and heroism in this time and place.

In the weeks and months after the water receded, we spent every weekend joining with cleanup and rebuilding.  
Entering homes which had been four or six feet deep in flood water for a couple of weeks.  Removing destroyed 
contents.  Saving what could be saved.  Hauling the rest out to the curb.  Soggy books on bookshelves that had 
turned to a lasagna-like goopy mess.  Refrigerators full of stinking rotten food.  Children’s toys.  Grand pianos.  
Antique furniture that fell apart like jigsaw puzzles.  Foam mattresses which had become the world’s largest (and 
heaviest) sponges.  It seemed like it would never end.

As weeks and months passed, the most urgent needs were met and the focus shifted toward rebuilding, a process 
that will take many more months - even years - to complete.  Daily life returned to something resembling normalcy 
for many of us.  The Astros won their first World Series, and the city celebrated together (now I know how John 
Greabe felt last year when his Cubbies finally won).  But for many others, insurance claims are just now being 
settled, and rebuilding is just now beginning in earnest.

A couple of times in my life I have met Dartmouth people in the most unlikely places.  In 1987, in a little 
restaurant in Punta Arenas, Chile, I met Ned Gillette ’67, as he was preparing to row across Drake Passage from 
South America to Antarctica.  In 2009, I ran into Betsy Hildebrant ’86 when she was accompanying the Secretary 
of the Interior to a meeting at the Fort Berthold Indian Reservation in North Dakota.  But one Saturday in 
October, I had the great privilege to meet Bob Bucher ’64, just an ordinary guy whose home had been flooded.  
After spending the day with several families helping to clean debris out of his front yard, he and I broke out the 
beer and reminisced about our experiences on the Hanover plain.

http://www.dartmouth85.com
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 images from Houston’s flooding 
after Hurricane Harvey 2017  

(via John Jeffers ’85)

Kathrine Jenks ’85 writes…

After graduating in 1986, I returned to the Bay Area.  
I worked in banking and systems for many years 
before retiring early.  I enjoy my quiet life in 
Oakland.  I volunteer in the schools.  I root on the 
local teams;  since the Giants and Warriors are my 
favorites, I have especially enjoyed recent years.  
Hiking with my dog and friends is my favorite 
pastime.  

I recently stopped by campus for the first time since 
the 80’s.  I caught up with Diana Allen ’85, who is 
really the only 85 that I have remained close to.

Kathrine Jenks ’85 and Diana Allen ’85 
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Kate Lauer ’85 writes…

I live in Berkeley, California with my husband, Mati, and my daughter Noa (14) and two sons, Lev (12) and Adam 
(9).  We have chickens that produce delicious eggs.  And lots of fruit trees and flowers and a basketball hoop on 
our street that our sons play under.  (They are Warriors fans!)  It’s a good life here although it took years to adjust 
to the shift from NYC, where I had lived for most of the first 20 years after graduation.  Noa is playing the viola 
and living a full Berkeley high school student’s life!  Lev and Adam are both baseball and basketball lovers and play 
musical instruments as well.  I pull out my cello fairly regularly to play with them and with friends.

Mati and I have recently made big changes in our work lives.  I switched from working on financial inclusion 
policy issues in countries with high levels of exclusion (meaning a lot of travel to Sub-Saharan Africa, Central Asia, 
and Latin America) to heading the global regulatory strategy work at PayPal.  I was drawn to PayPal after meeting 
last May with Jonathan Auerbach ’85 (he is chief strategy, growth and data officer) and hearing more from him 
about PayPal’s mission of democratizing financial services.  It’s been an almost vertical learning curve since I 
started six months ago - challenging, fascinating, and thrilling!  Mati has gone from an office job as an architect to 
doing design-build.  So he is outdoors half-time, drafting half-time, and is enjoying stepping in to the role of cook 
and at-home parent.  He likes going to lessons and sports events.  I miss it! 

We have gone on some extraordinary trips recently:  a celebration of my mom’s 85th birthday and her 
vivaciousness (she still composes, performs the piano, regularly does pilates, and has recently re-started tap 
dancing!);  a civil rights tour to Memphis, Selma, Montgomery;  a week on Kauai near the Waimea Canyon;  and 
powder skiing with my sister and her family at Tahoe.  I see a few Dartmouth friends as regularly as I can (Emily 
Saltzman Hoffner ’85, Lynn Brody ’85, and other '84s and '86s) and some much less frequently than I would wish. 
Life is beautiful but whizzing by and I can’t find a way to slow it down.  So I sleep less and have recently started 
going to a very small (3 other people) informal yoga/stretching/mediation group at 5:30am!  The group is led by an 
extraordinary man, Carlos Hill, who happens to be a Dartmouth grad (sometime in the early 1970s) and an uncle 
of Aaron Hill ’85! 

There are more exciting adventures on the horizon and I’m looking forward to them all.  I will write about them 
in another … 33 years :)
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Katie Leede ’85 in 
Veranda magazine

Daughter Lucia '17 (who I always thought was going to be a Supreme Court judge) has taken a right turn and is 
pursuing a new found passion for painting and acting.  Go figure!  Son Lionel ’19 also just finished up performing at 
the Hop, valiantly playing Edward the IV with gusto in a fellow student's senior thesis project.  Hanover was 
SPRINGing with abundant flowers and new growth, bringing back fond memories of past Green Key weekends.

My long-time beau, Averill Powers, and I still share our Brady Bunch-style family (5 kids and a 9-year-old 
grandchild!), so other family news too long to list.  What is notable is that we continue to adventure forth as a 
couple and as family.  This year we have been to Venice (Italy), Paris, South of France, Nicaragua, a tiny island way 
off the coast of Brazil called Fernando de Naronha (closest place to Eden we have EVER been), and we now look 
forward to casual weekends at the beach on Long Island, time up at Averill's tres tres TRES rustic camp in Maine, 
and a bit of necessary back and forth to LA and Denver for work and to check in on Mom.

Not much news of fellow classmates at the moment (sorry!), as it's been a bit hectic in these parts.  Happy Summer 
one and all…  May it be filled with some downtime, some slowness, time to take it all in, and to love.  Love it all.

Katie Leede ’85 writes…

Hi from NYC!  More and more I understand what a play-hard, 
work-a-holic town this is, as I have fallen right in step, with most 
days hunkered down running my interior/textiles businesses way 
past closing hours, then going out to the theater, dinner with 
friends, etc…  The good news:  work=play in my book so, fingers 
crossed, dullness is not in my future.  Breaking news on the 
professional front is that we are launching a new line of printed 
textiles inspired by India, which I am looking forward to getting out 
in the marketplace.  Veranda magazine did an article this year about 
what I have been up to on that front (see pic).

The biggest personal news is that our beloved father, Ed Leede '49, 
died in March with all of us kids and grandkids by his bedside.  Our 
mom, his wife of 62 years, misses his physical presence acutely but, 
while my brothers and I do, too, we also feel a vibrant surge of his 
hero-like force of nature and energy living through us and driving us 
forward daily.  Being by his bedside as he took his last breath altered 
my understanding of death profoundly.  What I am convinced of 
now is that Spirit lives on and that much mystery awaits beyond the 
veil.
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John May ’85 writes…

Hello classmates, and especially the 
Johns and Katherines -

In honor of the class of ’85 I’m 
attaching a photo taken a few years ago 
of my family in costume for an ’80s 
Halloween party. 

From left, you can see John Jr. (aka 
Stuart), yours truly, Katie (aka 
Madeleine), Kathy (aka Natalie), and 
my wife Kate (aka Debbie).

Best regards...
John

John May ’85 and family

Kathleen DeLello Milne ’85 writes…

When I recently opened an e-mail from Lisa Sweeney Herrington and Margaret Warram Marder saying that they wanted 
to hear from our most popular classmates, I was thinking that they made a mistake writing to me, but it went on to say 
that Kathleen/Katherine was the most popular name in the class of ’85 — and since two of my good friends from 
Dartmouth were Kathleen (Katie) Mulligan (who was my roommate for two years, first in lovely cinderblock-walled 
North Hinman of the River Cluster freshman spring, and then in newly built Maxwell apartments sophomore year - 
apartment 101:  introduction to apartment living) and Katherine (Kathy) Gussman (who lived in South Hinman  
freshman year), their claim seemed reasonable and I figured that it was the least that I could do to give them an update.

Following graduation from Dartmouth, I went on to Boston College (which is where my parents met) and earned my 
MST (Master of Science in Teaching) in mathematics.  After student teaching at Dedham High School, I was offered a 
job there and taught for two years before budget cuts claimed my position, and I found a job at Newton South covering 
for a teacher’s maternity leave.  I was there for two years until the teacher came back, and once again I was searching for 
work.

In August of 1991, about two weeks before the start of school, I was hired by Walpole High School by an assistant 
Superintendent who questioned my choice to go to BC following Dartmouth (it turned out he was a BC alum who knew 
my mom) and a superintendent who asked if I had been on Marty Badoian’s (a legendary Canton High Math Teacher 
who was a Massachusetts teacher of the year and now teaches and coaches my sons) math team, whether I would coach 
the Walpole Math Team, and whether I knew Leslie Davis at Dartmouth.  Apparently, I gave the right answers, because 
I have now been a mathematics teacher and the math team coach at Walpole High School for the past 27 years.  I 
received my 25 year service pin at the first day of school meeting in the fall of 2016.  For the past several years I have 
been recognized as a special educator by various students at our NHS induction.  I also earned a teacher superlative the 
past two years, being voted most dedicated to the job by the senior class, which got me a picture in the yearbook. I am 
known in my school for my original math songs and “Momma Milne” as some students affectionately dubbed me, will do 
almost anything for the film festival including attempting the Soulja boy dance, singing, blowing an air horn to wake a 
sleeping student and donning a football uniform to do a victory dance in the end zone, which earned me the film 
festival’s award for best faculty performance in a film called The Mathlete in 2010.  I remain the only female teacher to 
have won the award in 16 years of the film festival.
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Dartmouth Class of 1985 Spring 2018

www.dartmouth85.com �10

(below, left to right:) 
Roger Milne, Kathleen 

DeLello Milne ’85, 
Peter (almost 16), 

Christopher (18), and 
Stephanie (20)

During my time at Walpole High I went from a single young woman to a respected veteran teacher, a wife, and a 
mother of three.  I met, or should I say re-met, my husband Roger at adult volleyball at the Galvin Middle School in 
Canton, where we had both played the trumpet in the school band decades earlier.  His mom had been my 4th grade 
teacher, so it took some getting used to when my students started calling me by her name (“Mrs. Milne”) after Roger 
and I got married in the summer of 1994.  Roger is a self-employed attorney who has a black belt in karate, has 
coached youth soccer, hockey, and little league, and has run in numerous road races.  We are the proud parents of three 
incredible and highly involved children:  Stephanie (20), Christopher (18), and Peter (almost 16).
Stephanie, a former state champion gymnast and Patriot Ledger all scholastic (until she suffered two torn ACLs in 
back to back years), has just finished her sophomore year at Roger Williams University where she is majoring in 
Marketing and minoring in psychology.  When I first saw her college with the sailboats on the bay it gave me the same 
kind of wonderful feeling that I had when I first saw Dartmouth during peak foliage season.  Stephanie was on the 
diving team her freshman year and was recognized as a scholar athlete, but could not compete this year when another 
knee surgery sidelined her.  She will be lifeguarding this summer.
Christopher is a senior at Canton High who recently received Canton High School’s Hockomock League male Scholar 
Athlete award.  He is a three season athlete (soccer, swimming, and spring track), Captain of the math team  
(which recently placed second in New England, having won the New England championship the two prior years), 
president of the Junior State of America, member of the CHS Robodogs robotics team (which competed in the world 
championship in Detroit in April), and Treasurer of the senior class.  At this week’s scholastic honors night, Chris 
received the top award in mathematics (proud moment for me as a math teacher and a mom) and was named this 
year’s valedictorian.  Chris was accepted to Dartmouth but, after years of Canton green, he has chosen the Harvard 
Crimson, where he plans to major in mathematics. 

Through the years, I have attended numerous gymnastics 
meets, swim meets, soccer games, hockey games, little 
league games, field hockey games, lacrosse games, football 
games, concerts, drama productions, robotics matches, 
film festival productions, awards nights, baptisms, first 
communions, confirmations, proms, and graduations for 
my children, students, and nieces and nephews. We are 
New England Patriots season ticket holders who have 
been at games when the Super Bowl banners were 
unveiled.  I enjoy taking yoga, Zumba, and barre classes at 
the gym and participating in my neighborhood book club.  
When my kids were little, we would spend a week or two 
each summer in Kennebunkport, Maine with Roger’s 
family, and then, after his parents both passed away, we 
started spending a week on Cape Cod.  My seven siblings 
and I and our spouses and children spent a weekend in 
Ogunquit, Maine in 2012 to celebrate my parents’ 50th 
wedding anniversary and we are planning a celebration for 
my mom’s 80th birthday this summer.  Our family of five 
has taken vacations to Hawaii, Alaska, California, and 
multiple trips to one of our favorite places, Disneyworld 
in Florida.  This summer I am looking forward to a trip to 
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. I feel blessed for the 
many wonderful people and opportunities in my life and 
still recall fondly my years at Dartmouth.

My younger son Peter is a sophomore at Canton High who just received his confirmation on Mother’s Day and is 
looking forward to getting his driving permit.  Like his brother, he plays soccer, swims, and is on the track team, 
math team, robotics team, JSA, and serves as class treasurer.  He also does karate, plays youth hockey, and plays the 
violin in the school orchestra.  He recently earned a spot on Canton High’s Century Club (a group of top-ranked 
students who were recognized at Scholastic honors night).  I am hoping that, when the time comes, Peter will 
consider applying to Dartmouth. 
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Catherine Bearce Nowak, MD ’85 writes… (2 pictures, too - caption as requested))

When I received the Freshman Book over the summer of 1981, I realized that Cathy was the most common girl’s 
name in the class of 1985, so I decided to change from Cathy to Catherine in hopes of being a bit more 
distinctive.  Now I can tell how long I’ve known someone by how they address me - my family calls me Kate, my 
high school friends call me Cathy, and anyone I met in college or after college calls me Catherine.

I haven’t written in to alumni news before - life either seemed too boring to share or I was too busy to take the 
time.

After Dartmouth graduation, I went further north and received my medical degree from McGill (1989).  I 
completed pediatric residency at U Mass Medical Center in Worcester, where I met my husband, Tom, a clinical 
psychologist (U Wisconsin 1977 & 1979;  U Kansas 1986) and his two fabulous girls:  Jessica (Connecticut College 
2004 / Wharton 2011) and Emily (U Mass Commonwealth College 2007).  Together we have a wonderful son, 
Adam (U Wisconsin 2021) and a rescue mutt, Zuma.

After residency, I completed a fellowship in clinical Genetics at the National Birth Defects Center and later was 
the Chief of the Division of Genetics at U Mass-Memorial Hospital.  Since 2012, I have been the Medical 
Director of the Feingold Center at Boston Children’s Hospital.  With support from The Genesis Foundation for 
Children, the aim of the Center is to provide coordinated medical care and wrap around services to children and 
families impacted by complex medical or genetic conditions and intellectual challenges.  We hope to make life a 
bit easier for families and to allow these children to reach their maximal potential. I LOVE my work. The kids 
and their families inspire me everyday. 

photo credit:  Steve Lipofsky/ Lipofsky.com 
(used with permission) 

Dr. Catherine Bearce Nowak, M.D. (left) being 
presented with the 2017 Top Doctors award by the 
president of The Genesis Foundation for Children, 
Matt Hoffman D’82 (right) - at the Founder’s Gala 

In both 2016 and 2017, I was selected by 
peers as a Top Doctor in my field by 
Boston Magazine - an honor I attribute 
largely to the funding from The Genesis 
Foundation for Children that allows me to 
provide the depth and breadth of care 
these kids so need and deserve.

My family and I are all outdoor types.  We 
love to hike:  daytrips around New 
England (although I've never done 
Moosilauke again since Freshman trip), as 
well as trips to Zion, White Sands, 
Sedona, Canadian Rockies, NaPali Coast. 
And we love to travel:  our two grand 
adventures were to Iceland and to Italy.

The family continues to expand:  two 
fantastic sons-in-law (John and Dave), and 
3.2 grandkids - Jack (3 years old) and his 
sister Emerson (2 months old);  Olivia (14 
months old) and her sibling who will arrive 
in time for Thanksgiving.  Most of my 
D’85 classmates are not yet grandparents, 
but I will tell them it’s AWESOME.

There are lots of D’85 classmates I'd love to hear from whom I don't see in the alumni pages — I guess they are 
like me!  I will call out a few and maybe it will motivate them to write in:  Amy Stewart, Shannon Miller, Kevin 
Ash, MaryEllen DeNatale, Nick Nesbitt (breakfast buddy post-Slesnick math class freshman fall), MaryAnn 
Cryan, Amanda Livingston, Wayne Fleisig (who wanted 9 kids so he could field a baseball team), Amy Baron, Dom 
Gaeta, and many others!  Let's hear from you.

http://www.dartmouth85.com
http://lipofsky.com/
http://lipofsky.com/
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Kathy Gussman Woods ’85 writes…

I have returned to the workforce after being a 
stay-at-home mom for many years.  I used to be 
a psychotherapist, but now I am an adjunct 
psychology professor at a local college.  I love 
my job and enjoy interacting with the students.  
It brings back good memories of my own 
college days. 

My husband is an attorney and we live in 
Annapolis, Maryland.  I am glad that I will not 
have to deal with the empty nest syndrome 
anytime soon since I have a 9 year old daughter.  
I enjoy gardening, sailing, going to the beach, 
playing with my two cats, and doing arts and 
crafts with my daughter.

Kathy Gussman Woods ’85 and her husband, John Woods

-We spend a lot of our winters skiing in Tahoe and at Mammoth Mountain, and this past winter I joined the Dartmouth
Lawyers Assn for a CLE-and-Ski event at Squaw Valley in February.  Next year:  Big Sky.

- I’m looking forward to a visit to Hanover this summer, visiting my older son at the end of sophomore summer
(reminiscing about summertime on the river, running Rip Road), and dropping kid #2 off for his freshman trip.

Dr. Catherine Bearce Nowak and family (sans John) Jon Rubens ’85 writes…

- I’ve been practicing corporate and technology law
in San Francisco for the last 24 years - for the last 6
years with my own firm.  For the last 18 years, I have
lived with my wife Barbara just over the Golden
Gate Bridge in Mill Valley (Marin County) - and for
only a few more months we will be there with our
son Miles, until he leaves this summer for Hanover
to join the Dartmouth Class of 2022, joining his big
brother Ethan on campus (class of 2020, majoring in
Studio Art and Human Centered Design - so any of
you alums out there with contacts in the design
world who may take an intern… keep us posted!).

- I have been a DED (Dartmouth District
Enrollment Director) for a number of years here in
SF and Marin (coordinating alumni interviews), a
periodic participant in Dartmouth Club of Greater
SF, and I often see other ’85s around SF and Marin
— neighbors in Mill Valley include Scott Liebman
’85 and Lori Bamberger ’85.
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Though ’round the girdled earth they roam… 
It’s a small world out there!  You never know when you might run into a fellow 
Dartmouth ’85 when “ ’round the girdled earth” you roam.  Please send us your 
pictures from random meetings around the globe.  (Pictures from planned get-
togethers most welcome, too.)

around the table left-to-right are: 
Chris Mendelsohn ’85, John Palmer ’85, Rob Cappucci (Cornell), 

Ted Meisel ’85, David Hallagan ’85, Tyler Lindblad ’85, Billy 
Budd ’85, Joe Neihaus ’85, George Eldridge ’85,Mark Engel ’85, 

Andy Ford ’85, Phil Rueppel (Yale) 
… and about a half dozen bottles of wine Dave Hallagan ’85 writes…

Saw the latest issue (printed!) of Shades of Green and thought I would send a brief update, and attach of 
photo of a bunch of '85s from our annual ski trip…
This year we convened the 20th annual Hanover Partners Investors Conference at Jackson Hole.  HPIC 
was started in the ’90s as a way for Andy Ford ’85 and John Palmer ’85 (Owners of Hanover Partners) to 
convince/dupe several of us to invest in one of their companies in Colorado ...which eventually went belly-
up ... AND ski at Beaver Creek.  Since then we still call the annual three day ski trip an "Investor's 
Conference,” but the only financial discussions are about how many pop tarts to buy for breakfast in the 
condo.  Over the past 20 years we have been to Colorado, Utah, British Columbia, Alberta, California, 
Wyoming, New Mexico, and Montana.  Next year we are off to Italy with our wives.  We inevitably revert to 
re-telling (embellished) stories about the ’80s, along with discussions on families, business challenges, 
politics (we have collectively moved a little left over the years), and our physical/athletic challenges.  We 
lean on each other for advice, motivation, and support.  Andy Ford and John Palmer's business is thriving 
(no, they don't subsidize the trip!), Ted Meisel ’85 is investing/running several healthcare startups, Mark 
Engel ’85 runs his global company, George Eldridge ’85 is CFO'ing in biotech, Chris Mendelsohn ’85 / Joe 
Niehaus ’85 / Tyler Lindblad '85 / Billy Budd ’85 are all in Banking / Finance / Investing, and I am in IT 
Consulting. 
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Class of 1985 Officers 
President 
Joe Riley – jriley851@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President 
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 

Alumni Council Rep 
Laura Yecies – lyecies@gmail.com 

Bereavement Chair 
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 

Class Project Chairs  
Linda Blockus – blockusl@gmail.com 
Veronica Jenkins – jenkinsvnj@gmail.com 
Pam Ponce Johnson – poncejoh@yahoo.com 

Gift Planning Chair  
Beth Hobbs – hobbsnc@mac.com 

Head Agents 
Joe McGee – joseph.mcgee@roxburypartners.com 
George Eldridge – georgeeldridge@comcast.net 
Joe Niehaus - jniehaus@housatonicpartners.com 

Mini-Reunion Chairs 
Todd Cranford – tlc31esq@yahoo.com 
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 
NYC Chair: Gary Ryan - minagary63@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors 
Margaret Marder – mmarder0269@comcast.net 
Lisa Herrington –herringtonhome@gmail.com 

Secretaries 
Leslie Davis Dahl – dahlleslie@yahoo.com 
John MacManus – slampong@aol.com 

Treasurer 
David McIlwain – david.t.mcilwain@gmail.com 

Webmaster 
Jeff Weitzman – jeff@weitzman.net 

www.dartmouth85.com

News from our Class Officers…

Fellow ‘85s!  While you have certainly already heard this 
news, it is my honor to share with you the launch of the most 
ambitious campaign in Dartmouth’s 250-year history - The
Call to Lead.  Through unprecedented and deeply 
collaborative efforts, soliciting widespread, varied and diverse 
input throughout the Dartmouth community, President Hanlon 
and his team of academic leaders have developed a vision to 
elevate Dartmouth’s global profile through wise investments 
focused on targeted objectives.  These goals will orient 
Dartmouth to engage with pressing human concerns on a global 
level across many disciplines, and transform the landscape in 
higher education.  Capitalizing on that which is distinctly 
Dartmouth - liberal arts at the core promoted by scholars who 
love to teach and students who possess an adventuresome spirit 
– the success of this initiative will profoundly enhance the
Dartmouth of today in ensuring its relevance in the future,
while honoring the Dartmouth of the past.

As members of the Dartmouth community, we share an 
unbreakable bond through our direct experience on, and off, 
the Hanover plain. For many, the experience was and remains, 
transformative.  Some of you no doubt GUSH green;  others of 
you merely BLEED green;  and for some the affection might 
best be described as a trickle.  But whatever the flow – and 
even if you have some other hues mixed in – the time is now.  
This plan supports all areas of the undergraduate experience - 
alongside and in partnership with Tuck, Thayer, Geisel and the 
newly named graduate studies school, Guarini - to enhance 
learning, teaching, research, discovery, and problem solving 
without boundaries, while importantly tackling the challenge of 
affordability.  Please take the time to explore and learn more 
about this inspirational, unabashedly aspirational, unifying and 
bold strategic vision for Dartmouth here:  https://
calltolead.dartmouth.edu/.

The challenges of the future are ripe with possibility – and 
Dartmouth stands ready to lead and define that future.  There 
are innumerable ways to participate and every contribution 
matters.  I encourage you to join this initiative.  Dartmouth 
needs and wants your support to realize this innovative vision.

So, c’mon fellow ‘85s!  This is our moment to answer The Call
to Lead.

-Leslie Davis Dahl ’85
Co-Secretary, Dartmouth Class of 85 (with John MacManus ’85)
Board of Advisors, Dartmouth Center for Social Impact
Member, Executive Committee - Call to Lead:  A Campaign for

Dartmouth

https://calltolead.dartmouth.edu/
https://calltolead.dartmouth.edu/
mailto:tlc31esq@yahoo.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com
http://www.dartmouth85.org
mailto:tlc31esq@yahoo.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com
https://calltolead.dartmouth.edu/
https://calltolead.dartmouth.edu/


Dartmouth Class of 1985 Spring 2018

www.dartmouth85.org �16

What are you reading? 
Are you finally reading up on a subject that has always intrigued you?  Care 
to share your Book Club’s latest selection?
Send us your recommendations to share with our classmates!  Title and 
author - and a few words about why you’d recommend it.

Good friends, good books, and a sleepy conscience:
this is the ideal life.   -Mark Twain

all by 
Matthew 
Dickerson 
’85:

Matthew’s recent 
fantasy novel

Matthew’s new work of narrative 
non-fiction nature writing (due out 

in the next few weeks)

Matthew Dickerson’85 writes…

Some time in the spring of last year, I received a phone call from Glacier National Park informing me that I had 
been selected as the June 2017 artist-in-residence.  It was wonderful news (like that day back in the winter of 80-81 
when we received that fat envelope from Dartmouth).  I was offered four weeks’ use of the private artist cabin on 
the shores of Lake McDonald on the west slope of the park.  Though most of the artists selected over the past 
couple years seem to be visual artists, I am a narrative non-fiction nature and environmental writer with a 
particular interest in river ecology and native trout.  In my creative writing, I seek to interweave personal narrative 
and a strand of outdoor writing with nature writing based on close observation and with environmental writing 
informed by science and natural history.  (My past narrative non-fiction titles include Trout in the Desert: on Fly 
Fishing, Human Habits, and the Cold Waters of the Arid Southwest, and Downstream: Reflections on Brook Trout, Fly Fishing, 
and the Waters of Appalachia,  along with a number of essays in various journals.   Coming out next month is a new 
book titled:   A Tale of  Three Rivers:  on Wooly Buggers, Bowling Balls, Cigarette Butts, and the Future of Appalachian Brook 
Trout.  I’ve also published a couple novels, but that’s not why they chose me.)

The focus of my accepted proposal was native westslope cutthroat trout and bull trout—which is actually a species 
of char—and more broadly, river ecology and ongoing threats to native aquatic species, including especially climate 
change and invasive species.  

Side note: My undergraduate liberal arts degree at Dartmouth has served me very well throughout my life.  I 
was a computer science and math major but, during my senior year, I took as many English classes as I did classes 
in my major.  When I earned a Ph.D in computer science at Cornell, my minor area of focus was Old English 
Language and Literature.  In addition to the great education I received in computer science at Dartmouth, I will 
also always be grateful to Professor Marion Singleton for my freshman English class that I still consider the start of 
my writing career.

http://www.dartmouth85.org
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Anyway, I showed up at GNP the first full week of June, was shown to my cabin, and then was mostly left 
alone except for the three public presentations I made over four weeks.  There was no internet at the cabin, 
and no cellphone service within several miles.  It was a wonderful place to write, free from distractions.  My 
typical daily routine was to arise early and hike to a quiet place with a backpacking chair and my laptop or 
iPad along with my DSLR and sometimes a video camera.  Then I’d sit and write for a couple hours, just 
watching and listening. I’d return to my cabin late morning, and then spend the afternoon trying to turn 
notes and journals into more polished essays.  I also got out canoeing once, hired a fishing guide one day to 
take me floating down the Middle Fork of the Flathead, and one day hired an outfitter to bring me and my 
camera gear further backcountry on horseback. I spent a bit of time also in the adjacent Flathead National 
Forest.  And I spent some time interviewing or traveling with some NPS and USGS biologists and other park 
employees, including a ranger and a media specialist, just to learn from them.

One highlight was being the first car to the top of the famous Going-to-the-Sun road on my final full day in 
the park - and watching the sun rise from the continental divide, taking some very enjoyable videos of alpine 
birds singing the morning into existence, and then hiking up over the snowpack and down into Hidden Lake 
for some fishing in a water body still 90% covered by ice on the last day of June.  I didn’t carry waders in, and 
so I stood in the water in my sandals trying to fish until a grizzly bear wandered up the little river right past 
me, about 10 yards away.  Given the great discrepancy in our weights and in the lengths of our fingernails, I 
quickly backed out of the water.  (My feet were numb anyway.)  And after I stopped trembling, I fished the 
rest of the day from the shore in wool socks and hiking boots until I was able to get a couple photos of the 
lake’s famous cutthroat trout up close.
Later in that summer, I also took a writing trip to the amazing Farm Lodge (http://www.thefarmlodge.com/) 
in Port Alsworth in Lake Clark National Park and Preserve, with two visits south to Katmai National Park 
and Preserve (where I watched brown bears feast on salmon from a safer distance).  I polished about ten of 
my essays from Glacier, and several from Alaska, and they will be coming out in early 2019 in a volume 
tentatively titled The Voices of Rivers.  The volume includes a few essays from other places, like the AMC 
Katahdin Ironworks property in Maine, the Shoshone and Bridger-Teton National Forests in Wyoming, and 
Vermont’s own Green Mountain National Forest—plus an essay I need to write in May of 2018 when I’m 
artist-in-residence at Acadia National Park.  Meanwhile, though, I did publish a four-part series on my 
experience at GNP in my local newspaper:  http://www.addisonindependent.com/201707outdoorsman-glacier-
national-park.  My editor submitted two of these stories to the NENPA (New England Newspaper and Press 
Association)’s annual competition and it won 1st place for the best sports column of 2017 in the category of 
newspapers that are not huge dailies (i.e. I was not competing with the Boston Globe’s writers).

For my thirtieth wedding anniversary this summer, I will be taking my wife back up to the Farm Lodge in 
Lake Clark National Park & Preserve, where I hope to work on a new book on The Future of Char in a 
Changing Alaska.  I’m hoping my research will involve a few close encounters with some of those char.  And 
perhaps a few not-quite-as-close encounters with some of the bears.

7 photos I have taken in 
the past 12 months from 
Acadia, Glacier, Lake 
Clark, and Katmai 
National Parks 
-Matthew Dickerson
’85

http://www.thefarmlodge.com/)
http://www.addisonindependent.com/201707outdoorsman-glacier-national-park
http://www.addisonindependent.com/201707outdoorsman-glacier-national-park
http://www.dartmouth85.org
http://www.thefarmlodge.com/)
http://www.addisonindependent.com/201707outdoorsman-glacier-national-park
http://www.addisonindependent.com/201707outdoorsman-glacier-national-park
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What are you streaming? 
Whether we are empty nesters, later-in-life parents of young 
children, happily enjoying this stage of life on our own, or 
somewhere in between…  who doesn’t love a quiet night at home 
with something really good to watch?  Send us your favorites 
(maybe with a word or two about why you’d recommend). 

from your class newsletter 
co-editors (to start us off )…
- we especially love period pieces,
crime dramas, and the BBC -

series & mini-
series:
• Bleak House
• The Fall
• River
• Happy Canyon
• Broadchurch 
• Grantchester
• North and South

films:
• The Sense of an 

Ending
• The Duchess
• Atonement
• Brooklyn

http://www.dartmouth85.org
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