
Dartmouth Class of 1985 Fall 2019

www.dartmouth85.com

“Musical innovation is full of danger to the State, for when modes of music 
change, the fundamental laws of the State always change with them.” 

― Plato, The Republic

“Music is a moral law. It gives a soul to the Universe, wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination, a charm to sadness, gaiety and life to everything. It 
is the essence of order, and leads to all that is good and just and beautiful.”

― Plato
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SHADES OF GREEN

Might there be something operatically beautiful about the law?  Does it 
conjure humor, inspirit harmony, spark discord, or stir the soul?  Perhaps 
our classmates can shed some light…  We reached out to 85s with law 
degrees and were grateful to hear from many of them.  Whether they 
practice law now or ever did, we asked how their JD played a role in all that 
followed.  Thank you to all who wrote..
Please send us your news (and your ideas for future issues).  We love 
hearing from you,

-Margaret & Lisa

In 2015, an opera opened about me and Justice Antonin Scalia. It's called ‘Scalia/
Ginsburg.’  The composer, Derrick Wang, has degrees in music from Harvard and Yale.  
Enrolled in law school, he was reading dueling opinions by me and Justice Scalia and 
decided he could compose an appealing comic opera from them.

    -Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States

DARTMOUTH

…For more information about Derrick Wang and the opera “Scalia/Ginsburg,” 
go to http://www.derrickwang.com/scalia-ginsburg

(…and for opera fun, just google Puccini arias - Pavarotti / Kiri Te Kanawa, / etc )
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Where in the world is… ? 
In February 2016, the Class of 1985 

began emailing a “Monthly News & Events” e-newsletter 
to our classmates early each month (every month). 

Beginning Fall 2018, our class e-newsletters are 
being issued less frequently — tied more closely to the news cycle, 
and to upcoming Dartmouth events (especially Dartmouth Class of 

1985 events) and opportunities to gather. 

It is our hope to (eventually) go paperless completely, 
but we are missing good email addresses for nearly 200 of us. 
If you have not been receiving emails from the Class of 1985,  

please contact us with your email address. 

 (Also, please take a look at the names below. 
If you are on the list, please send us your best email address. 

And if you know a good email address for a classmate listed here, 
please let us know.) 

You may also update your contact directly by sending an email to the 
College at alumni.records@dartmouth.edu, 

or by calling Dartmouth Alumni Records at 603/ 646-2253. 
(It helps us if you send to us as well.) 

 1.  Lin Shiau Altamura ’85 
 2.  Richard L. Briones-Colman ’85 
 3.  Beth Ann DeBernardi ’85 
 4.  Lynn Fabrizio ’85 
 5.  Andrew C. Gruninger ’85 
 6.  Rebecca S. Hartley ’85 
 7.  Terence J. Howzell ’85 
 8.  F. Jay Meyer ’85 
 9.  Corey O. Pettiford ’85 
 10. William B. Senhauser ’85

STAY IN TOUCH 

www.dartmouth85.com 

herringtonhome@gmail.com 
mmarder0269@comcast.net
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David B. Carson ’85 
Judge,Twenty-third Judicial Circuit
Unbelievably, my wife (Regina) and I are a couple weeks away from the marriage of our oldest child, Anna Paden. 
She is marrying a Washington & Lee classmate at Lee Chapel in Lexington. Can’t believe I’m old enough to have a 
child getting married. 
I headed into law accidentally - after Bio 5 dissuaded me from medicine and the New York City grind dissuaded me 
from finance. 
I attended Washington & Lee Law School, clerked for a federal judge, tried cases as a civil litigator for 23 years, and 
was then appointed to the circuit court bench (in Virginia) in 2013. 
I enjoyed being a lawyer, loved trying cases, and love even more being a judge. My first couple years on the bench, 
there was a humorous story from court at least every week. It is now down to monthly. 
Certainly the “drunk dog” story is a highlight. The scene is a civil jury trial and the allegation by the plaintiff is that 
the elderly defendant fed his dog liquor, the dog got drunk, escaped from his house, and then bit her. On cross 
examination by the plaintiff ’s attorney, the elderly defendant refused to acknowledge that his dog bit the plaintiff. 
When pressed on the matter by the clueless plaintiff ’s attorney, the defendant blurted out something to the effect 
that “my dog may have been drunk, but he ain’t stupid; the plaintiff is too ugly to have been bitten by anything.”  

Debbie Hellman ’85 
Professor of Law, University of Virginia School of Law
Thanks for reaching out to the JDs in our class.   I decided to go to law school after first going to graduate 
school in philosophy (at Columbia).  While I loved philosophy (and still do), the job market for philosophy 
professors didn’t look great and I was also intrigued by the idea of studying philosophical questions in a setting 
in which the answers could have practical impact.  As a result, I left philosophy grad school and went to law 
school.  I attended Harvard Law School (class of 1991).  Interestingly, President Obama was in my class!  After 
law school, I worked briefly in New York for a law firm, then had two fellowships and then began law teaching 
at the University of Maryland School of Law.  After 17 years there, I moved to the University of Virginia, where I 
am the David Lurton Massee Professor of Law.  I teach constitutional law and classes related to law and 
philosophy.  I recently wrote an article called “A theory of bribery” which I find myself referring back to a lot 
these days!

News from our classmates…

The jurors lost it, and I was close to 
losing it. I honestly can’t remember 
what happened in the case, but I’m 
pretty sure the jurors found for the 
defendant.

David;Carson ’85 and 
family: This photo is from my 

Investiture in June 2013. 
Pictured with me (left to right) 

are my son Wells, my 
daughter Anna Paden,

me, my wife Regina,
and my son Ford. 
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Debbie Hellman ’85 (continued…)
In terms of my personal life: I live in Charlottesville, VA with my husband, Derek Brown, who is the E.D. of the Peace 
Appeal Foundation, a nonprofit that works to support peace processes internationally, and my two daughters, Julianna 
and Justine.  Julianna is a senior in high school and will be applying to college this fall.  Justine is a high school 
sophomore.
I think the study of law and respect for the rule of law are of crucial importance at this point in our history and for 
this reason especially enjoy teaching law. 
One last thing I will add, I recently started two initiatives at UVA Law school, together with colleagues and students.  
The first, Common Law Grounds, is a student group for which I serve as the faculty advisor.  CLG aims to promote 
conversations across the political divide on controversial topics.  It hosts monthly lunches where the student talk 
with each other over lunch.  The other, 4 Understanding, is a dinner series of 4 dinners with the same group of 9 
students and one faculty or staff member.  These groups were constructed to be diverse along several different 
dimensions, political affiliation especially.  UVA is lucky to have significant political diversity in its student body and 
faculty.  The dinners begin with personal questions and by the 4th reach more outward facing issues about democracy 
and politics. Here’s a brief description:
It has become commonplace to observe that our society is bitterly divided across geographical, racial, economic, and 
ideological lines.  4 Understanding is premised on the idea that to overcome such divisions we must re-commit 
ourselves to the university’s oldest and most essential goal: Understanding.  4 Understanding seeks to achieve this goal 
by sponsoring a series of small, informal dinners throughout the year, each with a handful of students and one 
member of the faculty or staff.  The conversation for each dinner will be framed around a set of questions related to 
identity, community, and (ultimately) democracy.

Debbie Hellman ’85  and her family on Stinson Beach in 
northern CA:  (left to right) Justine (15), Debbie and her 

husband Derek Brown, and Julianna (18)
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After graduating early (my life’s biggest error in judgment 
by far), I had a journalism internship with the Poynter 
Institute, traveled to the South Pacific to analyze the New 
Zealand intercultural exchange program for the American 
Field Service, and then went to Washington to intern for 
Congressman Buddy McKay, who was a member of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee.  These opportunities 
served to fan the flame of my interest in international 
affairs and led me to law school with hopes of becoming a 
foreign affairs officer. During law school at the University 
of Florida, I took a course in international joint ventures 
and spent a semester at Cambridge University to study 
comparative business law. I felt like I had a path.
Unfortunately, at graduation, I faced a State Department 
moratorium on hiring and had to determine how I was 
going to pay my college loans.  A previous summer 
clerkship with a boutique business firm exposed me to 
corporate reorganization, which often involved 
international business relationships.  I accepted a 
position and fell in love with the complexities and 
possibilities of bankruptcy, where the practitioner must 
be a specialist and a generalist at the same time.  I had 
the opportunity to work on great cases, and the work was 
exhilarating. But over time, my husband Bob, who is also a 
lawyer, and I began to think about work-life balance.  We 
opened our own appellate practice, handling business and 
bankruptcy appeals, and got our first dog!  Major life 
milestone.
Then an opportunity arose with proposed legislation to 
reform the Bankruptcy Code, including the bankruptcy 
appellate structure.  The Administrative Office of the 
United States Courts was looking for an attorney with a 
background in bankruptcy appeals to help develop policy 
in that area, and my background was a perfect match.
While with the AO’s Office of Judges Programs, I worked 
on bankruptcy policy, with the added joy of regular 
presentations to representatives of foreign courts on the 
United States’ bankruptcy system.  One of my favorite 
memories is meeting with the World Bank’s Thailand 
expert to prepare for a meeting with Thai officials to 
discuss efforts to improve their country’s insolvency 
laws.  Explaining that part of the challenge would be 
cultural, the expert reported that the Thai word for 
“bankruptcy” was somewhat unfortunate – with a basic 
translation of “to fall on your face and melt.”
Within a couple of years, my husband and I had our son 
Alexander, and my life expanded wonderfully to include 
little league and science fairs.  I moved to the Office of

Patricia L. Levy ’85 
General Counsel, United States Tax Court

Tricia Levy ’85, Counsel for the Bankruptcy Judges 
Advisory Group, with Judge Michael Romero, Chair

General Counsel, retaining my portfolio of 
bankruptcy and appeals, then to the Office of 
Legislative Affairs, and most recently have taken a 
position as General Counsel of the Tax Court. 
I have embraced learning new things at each step 
of my journey and have enjoyed every challenge, 
but must admit sometimes I still want to write the 
great American novel or be Jacques Cousteau when 
I grow up . . .

Tricia Levy ’85 with Amanda Anderson, Deputy Chief of 
the Bankruptcy Judges Division
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Dartmouth College Class of 1985 
35th Reunion 

June 17-20, 2021 (Thursday-Sunday) 
(clustered with the Classes of 1986 and 1987)

Call for volunteers! 
Join the Steering Committee or the Executive Board

for our 35th Class Reunion / June 2021…

If you’d be interested in helping out, please contact
Joe Riley ’85, our Class President

at jriley851@gmail.com or cell/text to 609.235.7970
(Even if you only have time to commit in a small way,

every little bit helps.)

Tricia Levy ’85, husband 
Bob, son Xan, and Reilly at 
Baldhead Island, NC

Tricia Levy ’85 with 
husband Bob and son 
Xander at Seaside, FL

Patricia L. Levy ’85 (continued…)
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Jessica Murray ’85 
Director, Transactional Law Clinic, Syracuse Law School

I am the Director of a law clinic at Syracuse Law School, 
having determined that I can only be affiliated with schools 
whose mascots are colors, going from the Big Green, to law 
school with the Cornell Big Red, to teaching at the home of 
the Orange.  (And believe it or not, Dartmouth is the least 
snowy of these schools!)
I was in private practice with several mid-sized firms in 
Rochester, NY (another snowy place) for about 25 years, where 
I practiced business and IP law, during which time I started on 
a very part-time basis working with a clinic at Syracuse Law 
School.  That role increased over time until this year, when I 
became the first Director of the new Transactional Law Clinic, 
which is a combination of teaching and practicing.  In addition 
to teaching a class, I supervise law students who work with real 
clients who are starting businesses and not-for-profits, and our 
clinic provides trademark services as a participant in the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office’s Law School Clinic 
Certification Program.  I have found that being a rainmaker is 
much easier when the clients don’t have to pay for legal 
services.
Although it was hard to give up our Dartmouth Street address 
in Rochester, a few years ago my husband, Rob Nassau, who is 
a tax professor at Syracuse Law School, and I moved to 
Wellesley Island, which is an island in the Thousand Islands 
region of New York, less than a mile from the Canadian border, 
where we overlook the St. Lawrence River.  (Yes, it’s pretty 
snowy there, too, but not nearly as snowy as the area we drive

Jessica Murray ’85 and her husband, Rob 

The castle view from 
Jessica Murray’85, 
and her husband, 
Rob Nassau’s, 

through to get to work, which is the snowiest BY FAR of all the previously mentioned places.)  It’s absolutely 
gorgeous in the summer, when we are Airbnb hosts, letting out our guest room, and it’s (mostly) lovely in the 
winter too, when we sometimes can snowshoe across the ice to a castle on a nearby island.  I have become an 
avid pickleball player (and league commissioner, and tournament organizer), and when the weather doesn’t 
permit outdoor play, getting to our closest indoor courts requires crossing the border to Canada.

My husband and I each have two sons in their 20’s, 
none of whom has mentioned considering law school, 
which sort of surprises me, because we both enjoy 
being lawyers very much.  (When one of our sons was 
little, he expressed surprise at hearing me talk about a 
man who was a lawyer, because, he said, “That’s a girl 
job!” Maybe he never got past that?)  I have been very 
involved in quite a few community organizations over 
the years, which I have loved, and I am grateful for a 
career that supports and encourages that, as well as 
provides me with some skills and knowledge that make 
me feel useful.  I love to cook (which I think I started, 
more or less, when I lived at the Co-op House on East 
Wheelock Street at Dartmouth), and we have donated 
about 30 dinner parties at our house to various charity 
auctions held by organizations we are involved with.
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Joe Riley ’85 
Partner, Dechert LLP

I am currently a partner in the tax department at the international law firm of Dechert LLP, in their New York 
office across from Bryant Park and near Times Square.  I have what is actually a very narrowly focused tax 
practice:  I only represent investment funds, particularly mutual funds and head funds, in the U.S. and globally.  
So I focus on the taxation of securities, of financial products, of investors, of the investment funds themselves, 
and other things like that, including a lot of international tax.  
But the road to here had some twists and turns!  So I will start at the beginning. . . 
Immediately after graduation from Dartmouth, I started at Georgetown Law, in D.C. I began to focus on tax law 
and eventually took a course with Marty Ginsburg (the spouse of Ruth Badger Ginsburg, who was then a judge 
on the D.C. Court of Appeals), whose infectious love for the tax law and incredibly witty and comic approach to 
the practice of law left me with a nascent desire to focus on the tax.  But it was an incredibly difficult time to 
start in the tax law world, as the 1986 Tax Reform Act had led to a wholesale elimination of tax shelters and a 
substantial downsizing of many legal tax departments.  So, anyway, after graduating from Georgetown Law, I 
headed back to my home town of Boston, where I began practicing instead in real estate and litigation.  But, 
after doing this for a few years, and being not perfectly satisfied with what I was doing, I decided to pursue my 
un-nurtured (so far) interest in tax.  
So I quit my job, moved to NYC, took a year off, and started at NYU Law’s LL.M. (a masters of law) program in 
taxation, getting married to my lovely wife Kate over Christmas break, and I finished up at NYU the following 
May.  I secured a job in the tax department at the accounting firm of Coopers & Lybrand (now PwC) back in 
Boston.  So far, so good.
But the job did not start until September, so I had the summer off.  So I decided that, since I was starting at an 
accounting firm, I should get a CPA.  Why not, right?  Having had exactly one accounting course in my life, this 
may have seemed like an impractical plan, but I decided to try anyway.  So I took a full course load of accounting 
courses that summer at Bentley College, an accounting college outside of Boston (where supposedly I was the 
first student in the history of Bentley to take Intermediate Accounting I and Intermediate Accounting II 
simultaneously — not sure why, the courses did not overlap really) and also started a review course for the CPA 
exam.  That was an incredibly busy summer!
The job started in September 1993. I started on a Monday.  There was no “orientation” or anything back in those 
days, so I just started working that day, doing general business tax work.  On Wednesday, another associate 
dropped by my cubicle to tell me to attend the “RIC meeting” that Friday morning.  I asked: “What’s an RIC?”  
Her response was, “Just show up,” and she walked away.
I found out that Friday morning, at that meeting, that “RIC” was an abbreviation for “regulated investment 
company,” the technical tax term for a U.S. mutual fund.  Also, at that meeting, I found what I wanted to do for 
the rest my career.  I wanted to represent investment funds, exclusively.  It was securities: stocks and bonds and 
derivatives, all kinds of investments, both U.S. and global.  The practice was exploding.  And the Cooper’s 
Boston funds practice was national.  It was incredibly busy, polite and team-oriented, all at the same time.  It 
was as a pure a practice of tax as you could get.  That morning I dropped everything else that I was doing and 
went full-speed and full-scale into this investment fund world that I had never heard of before that week began.  
A month later, a partner asked if anyone had ever heard of a “hedge fund,” another fund industry which was just 
getting on its feet;  I was only one that had, so I became the hedge fund tax associate as well.
Five years later, I made partner.  (Btw, I had taken and passed the CPA exam three months after my start date 
years earlier, so all that effort had paid off in a very short time).  Everything was settling out in a good and happy 
way!
But . . .
Two weeks later, very unexpectedly, a NYC Coopers tax partner at the firm resigned to take another job, so 
without warning, I was transferred to NYC to take his place.  Not AT ALL the plan!  At this time, Kate and I 
were settled in Boston, where we were both from, with three very young children, plus we had just purchased
my wife’s childhood home.  Plus the firm itself had just merged to create the new accounting giant PwC, so 
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everything had been settled and predictable a few months earlier, now nothing was. 
So, off to NYC we went.  We settled in Princeton NJ, which was a geographically far commute from the NY office, 
but not bad time-wise as they go, for a NYC commute.  The town has been a fabulous place to raise our kids, soon up 
to four.  Besides commuting to NYC, I also took over the PwC investment funds tax practices for Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and DC, so there was a lot of traveling, plus staff to oversee in two cities, a lot going on.
So, the years start going by, I get settled in at PwC.  Then a law firm reached out to me about a partner job that they 
had opening up, as their funds tax partner was retiring to take an IRS position.  So I took the job, switched back to 
law, to start at Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP.  I had to retake the whole bar exam again (a technical rule prevented me 
from grandfathering in), another huge pain, given it was now about 15 years after I had taken it the first time.  So I 
did that too.
My twelve years at Willkie were great.  (Our classmates Todd Cranford ’85 and Valerie Hartman ’85 had worked there 
years earlier before decamping to other places.  Valerie had gone to Atlanta to work for Ted Turner and was warmly 
remembered by many, many partners).  We had a great mutual fund and hedge fund practice, as well as a practice in 
the now-exploding world of exchange-traded funds (ETFs) as well).  Things were great.

About three years ago, I took my three now nearly-grown boys mountain biking, at Killington, Vermont, on my first 
day of vacation.  I crashed near the end of our third trip down the mountain.  The injuries were not good:  I broke a 
rib, punctured my lung, broke my collarbone, broke my neck at the C-2 vertebrae, which is very high up the spine, 
and had a brain bleed - the list goes on.   I spent a week at the Dartmouth-Hitchcock hospital, then headed home for 
a pretty long recovery.  How did that experience change my outlook on life?  Well, it completely eliminated my 
patience for letting things play themselves out over time.  My view now is, so completely, that you need to take 
charge of things right away, and, if things are well-thought out, make needed changes, even if large-scale, immediately 

Joe Riley ’85 (continued…)

Sheila, Kate, Joe Riley ’85, Devon, Joe & Matt
in Hanover

— not later, at some indistinct point in 
the future.
Anyway, a year later, as my medical 
recovery was completing itself, I was 
contacted by friends at Dechert to lead 
their U.S. investment funds tax practice 
(which is much larger than Willkie’s), as 
their senior investment funds tax 
partner was planning to retire in a 
year’s time.  After a few meetings, I 
agreed to make the switch.  As Dechert 
was completing their paperwork, the 
tax partner I was supposed to succeed 
unexpectedly passed away.  So when I 
arrived at Dechert, there was suddenly 
a lot of transitioning to take care of.
That was two years ago.  I am very 
happy at Dechert, which is very much 
an outwardly-focused and extroverted 
law firm, which really suits my 
personality.  In many ways, of all the 
places that I have practiced, Dechert is 
the most like my first tax practice (that 
I miss so much) at Coopers in Boston, 
when I was just starting out.  Things, if 
you keep working at it, tend to work 
out.
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I went to work in insurance after graduating from Dartmouth.  It occurred to me that the lawyers in the 
company were doing the most interesting work so I decided to leave my job and go back to school full time at 
Boston College Law School.  I thought I would like to be a tax attorney, however, as luck would have it, I ended 
up back in the insurance industry.  I have been working at Electric Insurance Company in Beverly 
Massachusetts for the last 24 years.  When I initially arrived at Electric, I was working in the Workers’ 
Compensation Special Litigation Unit handling cases involving alleged toxic exposures.  This was pretty 
interesting work because of the science and medicine involved in trying to determine whether a particular 
disease was caused by a work exposure, however, before long I was tapped to go work in the Regulatory 
Department and that is where I have remained for the past 22 years.  We write insurance in 50 states, Canada, 
and the European Union so there are plenty of insurance laws and regulations to worry about!  On any given day, 
my work can be as mundane as how to properly cancel an auto insurance policy to how the company can 
continue to write insurance in the United Kingdom in the event of a hard Brexit.  I am lucky to have interesting 
work each day and a great group of colleagues.  Working in the Regulatory Department also has allowed to work 
with individuals in all parts of the company.  I have learned a lot!
Personally, I live in Georgetown Massachusetts with my life partner of five years, Tom Barrett, and my 14-year-
old daughter, Elizabeth (picture attached), who is a 9th grader at Shore Country Day School.  She keeps me busy 
with soccer, softball, and violin.  In addition to bringing great joy to my life, she has challenged me to try new 
things and overcome my fears (e.g. musicals and roller coasters).  My mom passed away in January leaving a huge 
hole in my heart.  My dad is still alive at age 99 but struggling with Alzheimers so I feel the pain of being part of 
the sandwich generation.

Any 85s in the area are welcome to stop by if you are ever in the Georgetown area.  I hope to see many at our 
next reunion.

Ellen Robbins ’85 
Electric Insurance Company

Ellen Robbins’85’s daughter Elizabeth cheering on 
Boston College Eagles football

Ellen and her daughter at Elizabeth’s 8th grade 
graduation, June 2019
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Merle Weiner ’85 
Philip H. Knight Professor, University of Oregon School of Law

I became a lawyer because it seemed like the natural path for someone concerned about social justice who enjoyed 
arguing.  I became a law professor because I prefer not to have the responsibility of actual clients nor the 
obligation of pursuing their agendas instead of my own.  My job allows me to focus on issues that I care about, 
such as gender equality.  My scholarship has not changed the world, but that doesn’t stop me from trying.  My job 
affords me time to do other things, such as focus on my family, my dogs, and myself, and I am grateful for that 
luxury.  One might think that my house is full of argument because my husband is also a law professor.  It isn’t.  
Nor are either of our sons on the road to becoming a lawyer.  That says more about us and them than about the 
profession.   For those with children who are considering the path, do not fear:  it is a noble profession.  You 
might even encourage them to study law at the University of Oregon.  It is a lovely place to study.

Professor Weiner was the founder and faculty director of the UO's Domestic Violence Clinic. For twenty years, she ensured the clinic's existence by 
keeping the clinic funded with her grant writing and other fundraising efforts.
Professor Weiner has written extensively in the areas of family law, domestic abuse law, and international family law. She is considered an expert on 
the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. She co-wrote the first US casebook on international and comparative 
family law, entitled Family Law in the World Community, which is now in its third edition. Professor Weiner's book entitled A Parent-Partner Status for 
American Family Law, published by Cambridge University Press in 2015, argues that society should structure family law differently and create a legal 
status for two people who have a child in common.  More information about that book, and the underlying concept, can be found at www.parent-
partners.com. Professor Weiner has also focused on Title IX.  Her article, Legal Counsel for Survivors of Campus Sexual Violence, was published by 
the Yale Journal of Law and Feminism in 2017. Her article, A Principled and Legal Approach to Title IX Reporting, was published by the Tennessee 
Law Review the same year. Professor Weiner is currently working on a tort law project to help survivors of gender-based violence. 

Professor Weiner has taught Civil Procedure, Domestic Abuse Law, Family Law, Children and the Law, 
International and Comparative Family Law, Family Law Policy, Torts, Advanced Torts, and Adjudication and 
Courts.
Merle Weiner graduated summa cum laude from Dartmouth College. There she won the Keasbey 
Memorial Foundation Scholarship, an award granting two years study at Cambridge University, and the 
Hannah T. Croasdale Award, for most improving the quality of life for Dartmouth women. At Cambridge 
University, Professor Weiner earned an LLM with First Class Honors. She then attended Harvard Law 
School and obtained her JD, cum laude. At Harvard, Professor Weiner was the co-chair of the Women's 
Law Association, and was an editor on the Harvard Women's Law Journal.
After law school, Professor Weiner clerked for Chief Justice Jay Rabinowitz of the Alaska Supreme Court. 
She was awarded a Women's Law & Public Policy Fellowship, which allowed her to supervise law students 
in the Sex Discrimination Clinic at Georgetown University Law Center. She also practiced securities 
litigation with Sherman & Sterling in the firm's San Francisco office from 1992-1995. Professor Weiner 
began teaching at the University of Iowa College of Law, where she taught Family Law, Family Law in the 
World Community, and Domestic Abuse Law. Professor Weiner is admitted to practice law in Maryland, the 
District of Columbia, Oregon, and California.

Merle Weiner ’85 
and her husband

 (left)

Merle Weiner ’85 at work

their
two sons

(right)

…from the editors:  a little more about Merle Weiner’ 85 
(pulled by us from the University of Oregon School of Law’s website):
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Jeff Weitzman ’85 writes…
non-legal job was starting an online 
service for lawyers. But over the years, 
in startups with no money to hire a 
lawyer to review every contract, privacy 
policy, or NDA, I’ve appreciated my 
legal background. I’ve often said, only 
half-joking, that I’ve practiced more law 
as a business exec than I ever did as an 
associate at a big firm. Of course, we 
hired lawyers when we needed them, 
but having that lawyer-trained 
perspective has been a valuable 
counterweight to the “break things” 
mentality of Silicon Valley, and helped 
my companies avoid a lot of 
unnecessary trouble and expense.

Finally, the downside of having legal 
training, as my wife will attest, is that 
arguing about just about anything is a 
sport. I can still easily argue either side 
of an issue and get equal pleasure from 
the exercise!

On a personal note, we’re now officially 
empty-nesters, and taking advantage of 
the outdoor activities near our vacation 
place in Truckee, CA (this picture is on 
Donner Summit overlooking Donner 
Lake). Still deciding if I’m retired or 
not; if I wait long enough I expect the 
decision will be made regardless of what 
I decide!

I was pre-med at Dartmouth, but my grandfather, father, uncle, and 
cousin were all lawyers. As graduation approached and MCAT testing 
began, I decided to take the LSATs “just in case.” Well, my LSAT and 
MCAT scores, if they meant anything, emphatically suggested I’d make 
a better lawyer than doctor! So what the heck, I went to law school. I 
did well, joined one of New York’s prominent law firms, and started my 
career deep in the paper mines of corporate antitrust litigation 
document productions. After a few years I left for the new dawn of the 
online/internet world, which is a story I’ve told already in another 
newsletter (editors’ note:  see our Spring 2017 Entrepreneurship issue).

My law degree has been invaluable to me as an entrepreneur, though. 
First, it was my entrée to entrepreneurship, as my first 

Give a rouse for the newest members of Dartmouth’s Alumni Council 
from the Class of 1985 

Jeff Weitzman ’85 has taken the baton from Laura Yecies ’85
to represent the Class of 1985 on the Alumni Council.

Margaret Marder ’85 is the new Alumni Council representative
for all class newsletter editors and class secretaries.

for Dartmouth…
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Please tell us how you're serving your community…  
Dartmouth’s Call to Serve initiative would like to 
hear more about it!  Classmates can be counted in 
the College's goal of recording 250,000 hours of 
service this year (234,862 hours and counting).  Go to 
250.dartmouth.edu to log your hours and to learn 
more about The Call to Serve!
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D250 Challenge: 25 Days, 2500 Gifts, $250,000

You can be the icing on the cake!  Join us in November for the D250 Challenge 
in celebration of Dartmouth’s 250th birthday. 

For every 500 Dartmouth College Fund gifts received between November 9 and 
December 3, five Alumni will each contribute $50,000, the average financial 

aid package at the College. An amazing $250,000 is up for grabs! 

Please use this opportunity to make your gift, see ‘85’s  progress and view 
the honor roll at: www.dartgo.org/d250

Your ’85 Head Agents
Andy Ford ’85, Joe McGee ’85 and Joe Niehaus ’85

P.S. Many classmates have already made an early 35th Reunion pledge and we 
are happy to talk to you too!  
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Dartmouth ’85 Alpha Chi Omega Reunion (Fall 2019 /Chicago) 
Eleven ’85 Alpha Chi Omega sisters held our first reunion (outside of a Dartmouth one) in Chicago on September 
20-22nd,, 2019.  In attendance were:  Claudia Broeker Egger, Terri Sergesketter Heath, Kirsten Johansen, Susan 
Keil, Margaret Warram Marder, Karen Garbe Matjucha, Margo Buckels Miyashiro, Shelley Leavitt Nadel, Beth 
Parish, Suzanne Powers, and Sue Spencer Reckford.  (Paula Miller had planned to come but unfortunately had to 
cancel; we were able to Skype with her though!)  We did a lot of sightseeing:  the Chicago Architectural Boat Tour, the 
Bean, Michigan Avenue, Driehaus Museum, Second City – and a lot of great restaurants.  But, most importantly it was 
a time to catch up with everyone.  Some of us had not seen each other in 30+ years!  We are planning another 
Reunion May 1-3, 2020 in Boulder, Colorado!  We need to make up for a lot of Reunions we haven’t had!  

Dinner at our Airbnb 
in Chicago
left to right:

Sue Reckford ’85, 
Margo Miyashiro ’85, 
Susan Keil ’85,
Karen Matjucha ’85, 
Claudia Egger ’85, 
Suzanne Powers ’85, 
Shelley Nadel ’85, 
Margaret, Marder ’85, 
Kirsten Johansen ’85

Downtown Chicago
Front row, left to right: 

Shelley Leavitt Nadel ’85,
Margaret Warram Marder ’85,
Margo Buckels Miyashiro ’85

Back row, left to right:
Terri Sergesketter Heath ’85
Claudia Broeker Egger ’85, 

Suzanne Powers’85,
Beth Parish ’85,

Karen Garbe Matjucha ’85
Susan Keil ’85
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Since graduating from the Kellogg Graduate School 
of Management in 1991, I’ve been married to the 
same guy (Ippolit Matjucha – Dartmouth Brown 
Program in Medicine ’87), and have worked at the 
same company (Deloitte Consulting).  I’ve been a 
Partner at Deloitte since 2001, and specialize in 
large scale technology enabled business 
transformation projects for hospitals and health 
systems nationwide.  I’ve also channeled my 
passion for the health care industry into the non-
profit world, and am Board Chair of Health Care 
Without Walls; an organization that provides free 
health care to homeless and marginally housed 
women in the Boston area.  Ippolit and I live in 
Sudbury, MA with our three children (Katerina - 
University of Washington Seattle Class of 2020, 
Ippolit - Bridgton Academy Class of 2020, and 
Timothy – Lincoln Sudbury HS Class of 2021) and 
Molly, our 10 year old English chocolate lab.  
When I’m not working or driving around the 
country in my second, and equally consuming, job 
as a soccer Mom, I enjoy playing league tennis, 
cooking and entertaining. 

Karen Garbe Matjucha ’85 and KC ’83

Paula Miller ’85 in Athens, Greece- in front of Poseidon's temple 
at Cape Sounion (on a trip there with Claudia Broeker Egger 

’85).  (Paula could not make the alpha chi omega reunion)

Karen Garbe Matjucha ’85 (alpha chi omega)

Principal, Health Care and Life Sciences Practice
Deloitte Consulting, LLP

Paula Miller ’85 (alpha chi omega)

After a wonderful 18 years with GM Financial, 
which offered me the opportunity to live in the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and Sweden and to add 
to my frequent flier miles on trips to almost all 
European countries, as well as Brazil, Chile, 
Venezuela, Colombia, Peru and Mexico, I retired in 
June 2018. Having been diagnosed with metastatic 
breast cancer in 2014, I was very grateful to have 
managed to basically maintain my lifestyle and 
career for four years, but increasing fatigue and 
successive treatment failures also led to the 
realization that I should no longer postpone 
devoting myself to other important things, like 
spending more time with my family and friends, 
and pursuing my personal interests more actively. 
The past year has been a bumpy one, both 
physically and mentally, but overall I'm feeling both 
happy and at peace, and I look forward to actually 
making the next few reunions (and to seeing any 
sisters or 85s that visit Athens)!"  
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Susan Keil ’85 (alpha chi omega)

I'm working from home in clinical data management, 
currently focusing on an AIDS trial and a chronic 
kidney disease trial. Some time ago I moved to the 
Kansas City area for a job (since laid off from the 
company that lured me west) and am now really 
regretting it as I belong on the East Coast. My 
housemates include 2 Keeshonden (spitz-like dogs 
from the Netherlands) and less than 10 cats. While 
my mobility has decreased tremendously primarily 
due to spinal issues, I did manage to take a fabulous 
trip with Claudia (Broeker) Egger '95 in 2014 from 
Moscow to St. Petersburg by way of the Volga River. 
My primary hobby these days is genealogy (both the 
traditional kind and genetic genealogy). My brother 
(11 years younger) is an attorney in midtown 
Manhattan and lives outside the city with his wife, 2 
children and a beloved black cat.

Claudia Broeker Egger ’85 (alpha chi omega)

St Luke Catholic Church, El Paso, TX

I moved to El Paso, TX in 1988.  Met and 
married my husband and raised two daughters.  
Divorced/widowed (take your pick) since 2013. 
Have been working at St. Luke Catholic Church 
since 1998. Currently Director of Ministries and 
Office Manager since 2009.  Mainly I work so I 
can plan my next trip!!! 
I am attaching a picture of Paula from our visit in 
Athens in March.  Unfortunately I didn't get one 
of the two of us together.  
In case anyone is interested in the trip to Spain 
in October, 2020.  Here's a link:  https://
www.grouptoursite.com/claudiaegger.  If you sign 
up before the end of this month, you get a $100 
discount. 

Claudia Broeker Egger ’85 and Susan Keil ’85
on the grounds of the Peterhof Palace in St. Petersburg, Russia, with 

Finland on the horizon.
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Shelley (Leavitt) Nadel ’85 (alpha chi omega)

I'm now approaching 30 years back in my hometown 
of Houston and have been married to David, an 
engineer, for almost 28 of those years.  We just 
became empty nesters (Leah 24, Samantha 22, and 
Daniel 19), although we do have four cats.  Post-
Hanover I attained a Masters of Public Affairs from 
the University of Texas, which led into a 20 year 
career as a nonprofit marketing and fundraising 
professional.  Twelve years ago I did a 180 and 
became a Financial Advisor.  Today I own my own 
planning firm and am a CFP® professional;  next 
month I'm taking the plunge and hiring my first full-
time employee.  On the side, I sing in two choirs, 
usher for Broadway shows, and am learning to cook 
more healthy for hubbie and me.  

Robert, Christine (23), Margo Buckels Miyashiro ’85, Allison (25)

Margo Buckels Miyashiro ’85 (alpha chi omega)

After Dartmouth, I got my Masters in Public 
Administration from the University of Washington.  
I ended up working for the California state 
government in Sacramento, where I met my husband 
Robert.  Once my daughters (Allison and Christine) 
were born, I became a full-time mom.  I so enjoyed 
getting to do all the mom things with them.  Class-
mom, soccer-mom, Girl Scout-mom, theater-mom, 
etc.   Currently, both of my daughters have finished 
their undergraduate degrees and are back in 
Sacramento.  They come home on weekends to visit 
and do their laundry - which makes me and Robert 
very happy.  Once the girls had headed off to college, I 
started teaching part-time.  ESL (English as a second 
language) to adults.  I'm so grateful for the rich and 
rewarding experience of working with so many 
international people.  Just this month I learned about 
Ethiopian New Years and I ate jujubes for the first 
time!   

Shelly Leavitt Nadel ’85 and her family / Hanukkah 2018 - kids 
Samantha, Leah, and Daniel; husband David; and Samantha's friend (the 
tall one!)
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Suzanne Powers ’85 (alpha chi omega)

After graduating from Dartmouth, I spent the 
next several years pursuing a career as a 
professional actor and singer in New York City. 
While much of my time was spent working 
“survival jobs,” I did manage to perform in 
regional theatre, a couple of regional tours, 
workshops and on a cruise ship. I achieved my 15 
minutes of fame appearing in both an 
independent film and a national television 
commercial in 1990.  Eventually, I decided there 
must be some easier way to earn a living, and I 
enrolled at CUNY/Queens College; earning my 
Master’s Degree in Speech-Language Pathology in 
1995. Since then, I have been working as an SLP in 
hospitals, clinics, nursing homes and schools. I 
have continued to perform for fun (musical 
theatre, plays) at a frightening pace, appearing in 
over 35 different shows at several local theatres 
over the past 15 years. I currently live in New 
Haven, Connecticut, and am a proud Mom to my 
21-year-old son, Jarrod who is in his senior year at 
Case Western Reserve University. 

Susan (Spencer) Reckford ’85 (alpha chi omega)

Since the day after we graduated, I’ve been married to 
Sam Reckford ‘83 and have raised 3 children.  I’m still 
fascinated with textiles and am currently using a lace-
making technique called tatting to make a portrait of 
our daughter, Samantha.  I take every chance I get to be 
with our kids:  renovating Spencer’s fixer-upper (he 
works for Habitat for Humanity);  going to the theater 
with Samantha, who is a costume artisan at the 
Metropolitan Opera;  and cheering for Molly, a 
lightweight sculler on the US National Rowing Team.

Here’s the lightweight women’s quad wearing their college unis at 
the World Rowing Championships in Linz, Austria.  From left to 

right:  Jess Hyne-Dolan (bow), Michaela Copenhaver (2 seat), Rosa 
Kemp (3 seat), Molly Reckford ‘15 (stroke)

Suzanne Powers ’85 and her son, Jarrod

Congratulations to our own Sue Finegan’ 85, 
who has been nominated by

the Dartmouth Alumni Council to join
Dartmouth’s Board of Trustees.

for Dartmouth…
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Terri Sergesketter Heath ’85 (alpha chi 
omega)

After meeting my husband in business school at 
Indiana University, we lived and worked in Poland for 
4-1/2 years, originally in Krakow with the MBA 
Enterprise Corps (a Peace Corps type organization 
concentrating on business in Central Europe) and then 
working as Marketing Director for Sara Lee Personal 
Products Poland.  Since returning to Chicago in 1995, I 
have worked with my father where we have a boutique 
marketing firm (www.sergesketter.com), concentrating 
on customer studies, client satisfaction, marketing 
strategies, plans, and execution.  Recently, my daughter 
Catherine (23) has joined our firm, where she handles 
videography, photography, and graphic design for our 
clients.  It has been fun working with her, especially on 
websites and video testimonials.  With a degree in 
cinematography from Chapman University, Catherine 
is simultaneously pursuing a career in the 
entertainment industry in Los Angeles.  My daughter 
Alyssa (21) is at NYU in the Global Liberal Studies 
program and is studying in Paris this school year.  My 
son Colin (18) is a Senior in high school and just 
committed to George Mason University to play D1 
volleyball there. 

Margaret (Warram) Marder ’85  (alpha chi 
omega)

All 3 of our children are out of the house and we are 
enjoying the empty nester lifestyle.  Our oldest, 
Tommy, is in his 2nd year at Wharton getting his MBA 
in Health Care.  He splits his time between Philly and 
NYC, where his girlfriend lives.  Our daughter Becky 
received her Masters in Education from Peabody 
College at Vanderbilt University and is a 1st grade 
teacher for Pave Academy in Red Hook, Brooklyn NY.  
She's living in the lower East Side with her boyfriend.  
Our youngest is living in LA and is working on her 
acting and film career.  She's written a novel which she's 
trying to get published, and is writing scripts and films, 
as well as working with her agent on auditions.  
Anyone interested in taking a look at a YA Fantasy/
SciFi novel, let me know!  David and I are both 
working full time but planning our retirement 
adventures for the near future.

Hannah, Becky, and Tommy Marder

The Heath Family at Lake Michigan, 2019:
Terri (Sergesketter) Heath ’85, Catherine, Colin, Alyssa, and Brice
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What are you streaming?
Whether we are empty nesters, later-in-life parents of 
young children, happily enjoying this stage of life on our 
own, or somewhere in between…  who doesn’t love a 
quiet night at home with something really good to watch?  
Send us your favorites (maybe with a word or two about 
why you’d recommend). 

series & mini-series:

Six Feet Under
Killing Eve
Schitt’s Creek

films:

Sarah’s Key
Book Smart
Eighth Grade
The Spectacular Now

From Jeff Weitzman’85 
- our Class of 1985 representative to Dartmouth’s Alumni Council: 

This past weekend I had the pleasure to attend my first Alumni Council meeting as your 
class representative. Alumni Council acts as a liaison between the College and its alumni, 
and an important function of your class representative is to get answers to specific 
questions received from classmates. You can read some of the questions I received and 
the answers provided (and see pictures of many of the new features on campus) on our 
website at https://www.dartmouth85.com/wp/?p=8093.

Please send me your own 
questions and comments 
throughout the year at 
jeff@weitzman.net. They are all 
passed along and shared (in 
summary) with the Trustees. 
Really! Much of what we 
discussed at the meeting was 
driven by feedback from our 
constituents. I’ll also happily track 
down answers to specific 
questions.

Classmates Jeff Weitzman, 
Joe McGee, Sue Finegan, 

Rich Stoddard, and 
Margaret Marder.
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David Rattray ’85 writes…
Editor, The East Hampton Star
Hello!  Nice to see the newsletter, as 
always.
This is some news that I am actually 
very proud of! I was the guest on Alec 
Baldwin’s Aug. 27 podcast in which I 
talked about running my family weekly 
newspaper — and a new project we have 
launched involving studying slavery in 
the North at a granular level, as well as 
bringing our methods to schools and 
community groups in other communities 
to emulate.
Podcast link:
https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/how-
run-small-town-paper-when-your-town-
east-hampton
(editors’ note:  open this newsletter on our class 
website to click on the link directly)

Oh, also, my daughter Adelia has 
matriculated and is living in the Choates 
(!) as a member of the class of 2023. David Rattray ’85

(headed to Cal Sate Long Beach as a freshman in August 2019).  Since I live in California, I rarely had the chance to 
visit Hanover since I graduated, but now I’ve been back 1-2 times per year to visit Rebecca and have loved going back.  
Rebecca is a geology major, did the Stretch program in the Fall, and seems to be loving her time at Dartmouth. I run 
my own small consulting business, working with foundations (Gates Foundation, Starbucks Foundation, others) and 
non-profits, helping with strategic planning, grant-making, fundraising and other services. I LOVE working for myself 
— love the flexibility, the “mission driven” nature of my work, the entrepreneurship of having my own business, etc. If 
any of you are working for foundations or non-profits and need support, I’d love to talk!  My website is 
schonfieldconsulting.com

What else to say…? I’ve been in touch with a few fellow classmates.  I just visited Fiona Harrison ’85 in Los Angeles 
this past weekend.  She’s an Astro-physics professor at Cal Tech (and also Dean of Physics, Math and Astronomy).  It 
was wonderful to see her and her family!  In summer 2018, I saw Cathy Wasserman ’85 and Stephanie O’Neal ’85.  
Cathy is State Epidemiologist for Washington State (in Olympia, WA) and Stephanie is a lawyer and also adjunct 
instructor in Los Angeles.  (See some photos below.)

Thanks for everything our class leaders do to keep us in touch.  Please reach out to me if you live near Berkeley and 
want to get together.  And maybe see some of you at the Dartmouth graduation ceremonies in June 2020?

More news from our classmates…

Hello fellow classmates-  Well… it’s only taken me 34 years to send in my very first 
update for the 1985 class newsletter.  I guess this is a serious case of “better late 
than never.”  I read the "Shades of Green” newsletter regularly and always mean 
to send you my update, but never seem to get around to it.  So here goes…. 

I’m happily living in Berkeley CA and have 2 kids — Rebecca is class of 2020 at 
Dartmouth (I NEVER imagined my kids would go to Dartmouth!!) and Theo

Ann Schonfield ’85 writes…
Principal, Schonfield Consulting
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Anne Schonfield ’85, Stephanie O’Neal ’85, and Cathy Wasserman 
’85 in Berkeley, CA in June 2018.  Cathy and Stephanie came to Berkeley to 
celebrate Cathy’s husband’s birthday and we met at Anne’s house for brunch 
afterwards.

Anne Schonfield ’85 and Fiona Harrison ’85 hiking in the 
Los Angeles hills in June 2019.  Anne stayed with Fiona in LA 
after Anne’s son’s freshman orientation at Cal State Long Beach.

Three alumni, all of whom have made significant contributions to scientific 
fields, returned to Hanover this October to deliver lectures related to their 
research. Their visits conclude the College's "Celebration of Sciences," a 
yearlong 250th anniversary lecture series highlighting the influence of alumni in 
the sciences.
Among them was our own Fiona Harrison '85, a physics professor at CalTech 
and the principal investigator for NASA's Nuclear Spectroscopic Telescope 
Array (NuSTAR), who presented "From Spinning Black Holes to Exploding Stars
—New Views on the Energetic Universe" at 5 p.m. on Thursday, Oct. 3, in Sears 
Lecture Hall.
The lectures were open to all, including students who are just beginning to 
explore opportunities in the sciences.
Harrison worked on research as an undergraduate as she pursued her senior 
thesis, looking to her adviser Walter 'Jay' Lawrence III, professor emeritus of 
physics and astronomy, for advice and guidance. While Lawrence contends that 
Harrison excelled on her own, he notes that today she would have the option of 
joining a larger group and working alongside other undergraduates, graduate 
students, and postdoctoral fellows. This shift to a more collaborative effort is a 
positive one, says Lawrence, because "the advantages of learning from, and 
then teaching ones' fellow students cannot be overestimated.”

Excerpted from Katie Hamlin’s October 2, 2019 piece in Dartmouth Today:  Alumni Innovators 
in the Sciences Share Their Expertise:  A lecture series underscores the value of undergraduate 
research at the College..  (Katie Hamlin can be reached at katie.hamlin@dartmouth.edu.) 

Fiona Harrison, Ph.D ’85
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The Dartmouth College Fund 

An ’85 Point of Pride! 
Do you want to help make the Dartmouth experience possible for students who need 
financial aid?  Do you like to reach out to other 85s?  

We are building momentum for our Reunion in 2021 and need a few more 85s to join 
our team.  We will ask you to reach out to five classmates this year and next.  And, we are 
also looking for a few volunteers who would like to thank classmates once they have made 
their gift.

We are so proud of our successful team and we hope you will consider joining us.

Andy Ford, Joe McGee and Joe Niehaus, Your ’85 Dartmouth College Fund Head Agents

                                                     
503.699.6410                                      914.725.1967                                        415.955.9019

andyf@hanoverpartners.com joseph.mcgee@roxburypartners.com    jniehaus@housatonicpartners.com

H. Darren Alcus  
Barry H. Bass  
Diane I. Bonina  
Suzanne Burnham Mankoff  
Mark F. Caron  
Robert M. Clements  
Deborah Coleman Diggins  
Linda Cooper Marshall  
Todd L. Cranford  
Eleni D. Henkel  
Leslie A. Davis Dahl  
Donna Fraser Gourdeau  
Douglas P. Fulton  
Elizabeth Gilman Hobbs  
Mark Gross  
Gabrielle Guise  
Valerie Hartman 

Laura Hicks Roberts, Esq.  
Aaron C. Hill  
Mark P. Inkster  
Richard M. Joyce  
Merrick R. Kleeman  
Nancy A. Kopans  
Mark T. Koulogeorge  
C. W. Maccarone  
Suzanne Burnham Mankoff 
Scott A. McDonald 
Rise B. Norman, Esq. 
Edward L. Pascoe  
Herb Philpott  
Kathleen Reilly Gross 
Joseph A. Riley  
Thomas D. Stern  
Rich Stoddart  
William B. Tyree 
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Though ’round the girdled earth they 
roam…  

There were more than 60 Dartmouth alums at the June 22 
wedding of Anna Fagin '13 and Gardner Davis '13 in Thetford, 
VT. Can you spot the '85s? They are: Christine Clougher 
Blelloch, Dan Fagin, Alison Frankel, Tricia Marinilli, Jeanne Miller, 
Mary Rood Parlato and Diane Rizzi Perna. 

It’s a small world out there.  You never know when you 
might run into a fellow Dartmouth ’85 when roaming 
our girdled earth.  Please send us your pictures from 
random meetings around the globe.  (Pictures from 
planned get-togethers most welcome, too.)

There were more than 60 Dartmouth alums at the June 22, 2019 wedding of Anna 
Fagin '13 and Gardner Davis '13 in Thetford, VT.  Can you spot the '85s?  They 
are: Christine Clougher Blelloch, Dan Fagin, Alison Frankel, Tricia 
Marinilli, Jeanne Miller, Mary Rood Parlato and Diane Rizzi Perna.

(beautiful photo from Dan Fagin ’85 and Alison Frankel ’85, whose daughter Anna ’13 married  
Gardner Davis ’13 in June 2019— “a wonderful guy who is sure to make our descendants taller and 

redder-headed” (quote from our pulitzer prize winning classmate, Dan Fagin ’85)….  “The 
celebration was at our family house in Thetford, VT.”)



Dartmouth Class of 1985 Spring 2019

www.dartmouth85.com

As part of Dartmouth’s The Call to Lead Campaign, legacy 
gifts count!  While Dartmouth elevates its ambitions to 
make a lasting, positive impact on the world, you may 

make a lasting, long-term impact on Dartmouth! 

(go to our Class of 85 website www.dartmouth85.com to see how easy it is to join 
the Bartlett Tower Society by including Dartmouth in your estate plans.) 

Lead by example!  Join your fellow Class of 1985 
Bartlett Tower Society members: 

James C. Alex*      James M. Laden 
Holly Andersen and Douglas Hirsch     Aloke K. Mandal 
Pamela Lower Bass and Barry Bass    Linda Cooper Marshall 
Eamonn F. Brady       Susan S. Reckford    
Lorenzo A. Chambers       Mary Ellen Reilly and George A. Eldridge 
Todd L. Cranford       Lauren Sonstrom and David Rosen 
Jennifer and Thomas R. Eldridge     Rich Stoddart 
Michael W. Fadil       Daniel R. Studnicky 
Kathleen Reilly Gross and Mark Gross  Kathryn C. and William B. Tyree 
Kate W. and Jonathan P. Grussing     Jeff Weitzman and Rachel Milliken-Weitzman 
Valerie Hartman       Anonymous 
Nancy C. and Paul S. Hill 
Beth Gilman Hobbs and Bill Hobbs         
Merrick R. Kleeman       * deceased 

Contact Beth Gilman Hobbs ’85 if you have any questions at hobbsnc@mac.com! 
______________________

The Bartlett Tower Society honors those who have made a bequest or planned gift commitment in support of the College.
Dartmouth is grateful to the Bartlett Tower Society, whose members have provided for her in their estate plans.

The Bartlett Tower Society
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Class of 1985 Officers 

President 
Joe Riley – jriley851@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President 
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 

Alumni Council Rep 
Jeff Weitzman – jeff@weitzman.net

Bereavement Chair 
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 

Class Project Chairs  
Veronica Jenkins – jenkinsvnj@gmail.com 
Pam Ponce Johnson – poncejoh@yahoo.com 

Gift Planning Chair  
Beth Hobbs – hobbsnc@mac.com 

Head Agents 
Joe McGee – joseph.mcgee@roxburypartners.com 
Joe Niehaus - jniehaus@housatonicpartners.com 
Andy Ford - andyf@hanoverpartners.com

Mini-Reunion Chairs 
Todd Cranford – tlc31esq@yahoo.com 
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 
NYC Chair: Gary Ryan - minagary63@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors 
Margaret Marder – mmarder0269@comcast.net 
Lisa Herrington – herringtonhome@gmail.com 

Secretaries 
Leslie Davis Dahl – dahlleslie@yahoo.com 
John MacManus – slampong@aol.com 

Treasurer 
David McIlwain – david.t.mcilwain@gmail.com 

Webmaster 
Jeff Weitzman – jeff@weitzman.net 
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News from our Class Officers…

As your Gift Planning Officer, I am so excited to be a part of making 
sure the Dartmouth we love continues and that it is positioned 
competitively to serve generations of students to come. You will be 
hearing more from me as we ramp up to get ready for our 35th 
reunion to be held June 17-20, 2021.  (Seriously mark your 
calendars!  Look at all the great stuff your class officers have been 
organizing in non-reunion years! Our 35th will be special.)  We 
currently have 30 classmates who have joined the Bartlett Tower 
Society by including Dartmouth in their long-term philanthropic 
planning.  We have an aggressive goal to meet by our reunion, but I 
know it is doable.  We are not going for the typical "35 members by 
the 35th reunion."  We are going for 50!  There may be many of you 
who have placed Dartmouth in your will but have not documented it. 
Let us know!  Also, you do not need a will or estate plan to join, just 
a retirement account of any kind. It is usually quite easy to 
designate Dartmouth as a beneficiary. There is no minimum gift 
either. A gift planning officer competitor of mine said it took him 
about 10 minutes online to add Dartmouth as a fractional non-
contingent beneficiary to his IRA through his brokerage’s website. 
He sent a screenshot to the Dartmouth Gift Planning Office to 
document the selection.  Voilà:  a new BTS member!  Shout out to 
my Arles LSA amis!  And any bequest counts towards the Call to 
Lead Campaign.
Please call me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
Beth (Gilman) Hobbs
hobbsnc@mac.com
704/ 201-0592

I know you all have received a boatload of information about 
Dartmouth’s Call to Lead Campaign.  President Hanlon says, “With 
this campaign we dedicate ourselves to building on the best of 
Dartmouth on behalf of humankind, to prepare wise leaders who will 
take on the world’s greatest challenges.”  Sounds lofty, but after 
listening to speeches given by top Dartmouth student athletes on 
Dartmouth Night, it is clear that the college is able to offer so much 
more to its students today and has amazing plans for the future. 
Dartmouth is uniquely positioned to still offer the teacher/scholar 
liberal arts college experience we all enjoyed, but to also have 
incredible global reach and impact.

Dear Classmates,

I just returned home from Hanover, lucky 
enough to have experienced the ideal 
homecoming weekend!  The weather 
was perfect, the brilliant autumn leaves 
were at their peak, the bonfire blazed, 
and Dartmouth crushed Yale on the 
football field!  Best of all, I visited with our 
classmates, reminisced about how 
wonderful Dartmouth was when we 
attended, and considered its future.
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Please go to our class website 
(www.dartmouth85.com) 

to pay your 
CLASS OF 1985 

2019/2020 

CLASS DUES 
now

Dear fellow members of Dartmouth’s Class of 1985, 

I am writing in my roles as your classmate and as the 1985 Class President to ask you to 
please pay your 1985 Class Dues as soon as possible.  Today, if you can! 

You will always be a member of our great class whether you pay dues or not, but Class Dues 
are a critical part of keeping our 1985 Class activities organized and ongoing every year, of 
maintaining our Class functions and planning, and of ensuring that Class gets together in as 
many places and as many times as possible during every year.   

Paying your 1985 Class Dues helps to keep our 1985 Dartmouth Class alive and well!  

As you know from my past letters, the independence and vibrancy of Dartmouth College's 
alumni classes is the envy of other colleges and universities.  As a nonprofit, we are a small 
business – but run by volunteers.  Our stated purpose is to keep each other connected to 
each other and to the College.  To meet our purpose and keep our "business" going, we need 
to have funds.  Hence, our annual class dues request. 

Specifically, your 1985 Class Dues are used for: 
• Supporting our 1985 Class Projects, which allow us to give back as a Class to current 

students 
• Our 1985 class newsletters 
• Subsidizing our mini-reunions and get-togethers held around the country 
• Supporting our major reunions in Hanover 
• Remembering deceased classmates via memorial gifts to the College 

As a reminder, paying Class Dues is separate from donating to the Dartmouth College Fund.  
The Dartmouth College Fund supports the College's ambitious financial aid program along 
with the ongoing costs of running a world-class college, which tuition alone does not cover.  
Paying Class Dues, however, directly supports the things that our Class wants to accomplish 
together – both now and in the future. 

Thank you!    

Joe Riley ’85 
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What are you reading? 

.

Are you finally reading up on a subject that has always intrigued 
you?  Care to share your book club’s latest selection?
Send us your recommendations to share with our classmates!  Title 
and author - and a few words about why you’d recommend it.

Good friends, good books, and a sleepy conscience:
this is the ideal life.   -Mark Twain

National Book Award 2019 finalists
Fiction
Susan Choi, “Trust Exercise”
Kali Fajardo-Anstine, “Sabrina & Corina: Stories”
Marlon James, “Black Leopard, Red Wolf”
Laila Lalami, “The Other Americans”
Julia Phillips, “Disappearing Earth”
Nonfiction
Sarah M. Broom, “The Yellow House”
Tressie McMillan Cottom, “Thick: And Other Essays”
Carolyn Forché, “What You Have Heard Is True: A Memoir of 
Witness and Resistance”
David Treuer, “The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee: Native 
America from 1890 to the Present”
Albert Woodfox with Leslie George, “Solitary”
Translated Literature
Khaled Khalifa, “Death Is Hard Work”
Translated from the Arabic by Leri Price
László Krasznahorkai, “Baron Wenckheim’s Homecoming”
Translated from the Hungarian by Ottilie Mulzet
Scholastique Mukasonga, “The Barefoot Woman”
Translated from the French by Jordan Stump
Yoko Ogawa, “The Memory Police”
Translated from the Japanese by Stephen Snyder
Pajtim Statovci, “Crossing”
Translated from the Finnish by David Hackston
Young People’s Literature
Akwaeke Emezi, “Pet”
Jason Reynolds, “Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks”
Randy Ribay, “Patron Saints of Nothing”
Laura Ruby, “Thirteen Doorways, Wolves Behind Them All”
Martin W. Sandler, “1919: The Year That Changed America”
Poetry
Jericho Brown, “The Tradition”
Toi Derricotte, “I”: New and Selected Poems
Ilya Kaminsky, “Deaf Republic”
Carmen Giménez Smith, “Be Recorder”
Arthur Sze, “Sight Lines”

Mann Booker Prize Shortlist 2019
Author (country/territory)      Title (imprint)
Margaret Atwood (Canada)     The Testaments (Chatto & Windus)

Lucy Ellman (UK/USA)      Ducks, Newburyport (Galley Beggar Press)

Bernardine Evaristo (UK)      Girl, Woman, Other (Hamish Hamilton)

Chigozie Obioma (Nigeria)      An Orchestra of Minorities (Little Brown)

Salman Rushdie (UK/India)     Quichotte (Jonathan Cape)

Elif Shafak (Turkey/UK)      10 Minutes 38 Seconds in this
            Strange World (Viking)

Books by (our own:-) Debbie Hellman’85: 
-PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS OF DISCRIMINATION LAW, 
Oxford University Press, Deborah Hellman (Dartmouth Class of 85) and 
Sophia Moreau, editors, 2013.
-WHEN IS DISCRIMINATION WRONG?, Harvard University Press, 
2008, (paperback edition, 2009), by Deborah Hellman (Dartmouth Class 
of 1985).  Translated into Korean and Japanese

Superbosses, by Sydney Finkelstein 
Sydney Finkelstein, Dartmouth’s Steven Roth Professor of 
Management at the Tuck School of Business, gave the 
keynote address at this year’s inaugural VOX (Volunteer 
Officer eXperience Conference) about the different 
pathways to become a highly effective leader.  Amazing 
read.

Nobel Prize in Literature 2018
Olga Tokarczuk
“for narrative imagination that with encyclopedic passion represents the 
crossing of boundaries as a form of life”

Nobel Prize in Literature 2019
Peter Handke
“for an influential work that with linguistic ingenuity has explored the periphery 

and thank you for these recommendations from our 
classmates (and their children):
Dune, by Frank Herbert (an old classic sci fi novel)

Chances Are, by Richard Russo

… would love to know what you're reading …
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Save the date… 
Dartmouth College Class of 1985 

35th Reunion 
June 17-20, 2021 (Thursday-Sunday) 

(clustered with the classes of 1986 and 1987)

follow/like us 

@dartmouth85
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