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In this issue:
•

Our 35th Reunion Events


•

Small-group, local, outdoor reunion
viewing party opportunities near you (?)


•

Our Reunion Year Class Projects Initiative
- Class of 1985 Pre-Health Access Fund::
Increasing access to healthcare training


•

A few memories from our 30th


Pre-reunion issue!


•

News from our classmates


•

In Memoriam


•

Update your email with Dartmouth


•

A soundtrack of our college years


For this pre-35th-reunion issue of our class newsletter (and our final issue as its coeditors), we reached out to reconnect with one another in the spirit of that magical fall
we began together in 1981. Our hope was a quick and brief reply (maybe with a picture
or two) from as many of us as possible - in response to two prompts (that were inspired
by the class of 1987):


•

More news from our classmates


1)

•

Bartlett Tower Society


Do you remember the last normal thing you did before covid-19 changed
everything?

•

Dartmouth College Fund


2)

Where do you live now - and what are some of your favorite things about your
corner of the world?

•

Our Class Officers


Thank you to all who wrote back!


•

News from our Class Officers
(Joe Riley ’85, Class President)


Also in this issue: Read on for the latest details about our virtual (but live) 35th reunion.
Class of ’85 in Overdrive is coming right up… Thursday, June 17th - Sunday, June
20th. Our amazing reunion chair Beth Parish ’85 and her committee are planning
fabulous opportunities for us to celebrate and spend time together, despite the distance
imposed by the ongoing pandemic. Please be sure to bookmark the link included
below to find out more as plans develop. Read on, too, to learn about (and perhaps to
help create) possibilities to gather LIVE locally for this reunion, with classmates near
you.

Looking forward to seeing you in JuneLisa and Margaret
p.s. It has been an honor to be in touch with you and share some of your news these past 5 years. Thank you
for all you’ve done to help make the circles of friendship that each of us began at Dartmouth those many years
ago ever more concentric. We bid you a fond farewell.

The past beats inside me like a second heart.

-John Banville, The Sea

If I had a flower for every time I thought of you…I could

 	
walk through my garden forever.

-Alfred Tennyson

Dartmouth’s Covid-19 site:

https://news.dartmouth.edu/covid-19/covid-19-coronavirus-information

Dartmouth Virtual Zoom Backgrounds 


STAY IN TOUCH
www.dartmouth85.com

https://www.library.dartmouth.edu/library-zoom-backgrounds 


On-line classes

that Alumni can take 

https://home.dartmouth.edu/education/lifelong-learning
www.dartmouth85.com
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• Thursday @ 8 PM: Great Issues, New Perspectives
Series with Rembert Browne ’09
• Friday @ 8 PM: Dance Party with the ’86s
• Friday @ 9 PM: DartMOTH Radio Hour: Around the
Girdled Earth. Classmate stories and adventures
• Saturday @ 11 AM: Affinity Groups with the ’86s
• Saturday @ Noon: Class Meeting
• Saturday @ 4 PM: Future of Higher Education
classmate panel
• Saturday @ 8 PM: Team Trivia with the ’86s
(all times Eastern US)

35th Reunion Events
Thursday June 17 - Sunday June 20
https://www.dartmouth85.com/reunion
While our reunion this year will technically be virtual, there will be nothing virtual about the real
reconnecting and socializing we’ll enjoy with classmates familiar, long-lost, and newly met. Your
reunion committee has planned a carefully curated set of events to complement those that the College
has planned, including some time to share with our friends in the Class of 1986.
Along with the College-organized programming, we’re planning sessions to appeal to everyone. We’re
recruiting an all-star panel for a discussion on the future of higher education. Saturday is
Juneteenth, and given Dartmouth’s ongoing exploration of faculty diversity, we’ll be covering highly
topical issues. But it’s not all serious and intellectual; we’ve got a professional Team Trivia session
lined up that promises to be a blast. And while nothing quite compares to the impromptu conversations
late at night in the class tent, our DartMOTH radio hour stories are sure to both entertain and
provide a sense of connection and shared experience to our class. Of course, there will be ample
opportunity to gather in smaller groups with your friends from clubs, academic departments, Greeks,
dorms, or whatever shared experience you want to relive. And watch your email for any local in-person
gatherings that might be organized to Zoom-in together, and even more content to enjoy.

Register for reunion events through our reunion web page at
https://www.dartmouth85.com/reunion
Beth Parish ’85 and the 35th Reunion Committee
Beth Parish - Reunion Chair

Your 35th Reunion Committee
email
reunion@dartmouth85.com
website
https://www.dartmouth85.com/reunion

Todd Cranford
Ron DenBroeder
Claudia Broeker Egger
Dave Etz
Lisa Herrington

www.dartmouth85.com

Beth Gilman Hobbs
Marcy Marceau
Margaret Marder
Shelley Leavitt Nadel

Herb Philpott
Joe Riley
Bill Tyree
Jeff Weitzman
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Small-group

local

outdoor

Dartmouth Class of 1985
35th reunion

viewing parties

near you?

There’s More
Online!
www.dartmouth85.com/
spring2021

Calling All Classmates!

Class Ambassadors needed…

Reimagining our 35th Dartmouth Reunion:

Want to help organize small Regional Viewing Gatherings for our
upcoming 35th Reunion? In a backyard? Local park? On a
beach?

Our 35th Reunion may be virtual but that doesn't mean we can't
still connect and gather. With vaccinations and warmer weather,
thinking it would be wonderful for '85s throughout the world to
gather in small groups to view/participate in some of the
awesome virtual events planned for our 35th Reunion in June.
We're here to help with your planning (contact info, ideas,
graphics, etc.).

Please contact our Mini-Reunion Chairs (Valerie Hartman ’85
vhartman711@gmail.com and/or Todd Cranford '85
todd.cranford85@gmail.com) to let us know you're gathering and
how we can help.

THANKS!!!!

And please, stay strong/safe/healthy!

Valerie and Todd
www.dartmouth85.com
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a few memories from our 30th…

www.dartmouth85.com
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Our CLASS OF 1985 CLASS PROJECTS
35th REUNION YEAR Initiative:
Please support the Class of ’85 Pre-Health Access Fund Class Project
Your donation can make a difference in the lives of aspiring health professionals.
Our class dues help to fund our class projects, however, we hope you will consider
an additional donation to this worthy cause.

Class of 1985 Pre-Health Access Fund:
Increasing access to healthcare professions
Each Reunion year our class has the opportunity to use a portion of our dues collected to
support one or more projects of interest to our class. We will continue to support our current
project (Dartmouth Partners in Community Service. https://students.dartmouth.edu/social-impact/
alumni/dartmouth-partners-community-service) in the amount of $5,000/year.
Additionally, the Class Projects Team and the Class Officers were looking for a new project to
adopt that would make an impact and increase opportunities for students. After exploring a
number of options, we have settled on a project that will advance the success of Dartmouth
undergraduates and influence healthcare outcomes for underserved communities.
This year the Class of ’85 Class Projects committee has teamed up with the Dartmouth Health
Professions Program (HPP https://www.dartmouth.edu/prehealth/ ) and the Undergraduate
Advising & Research (UGAR) offices to propose a class project to assist undergraduates from
populations that are “underrepresented in medicine” (URiM students) and have a financial need.
Our contributions will help defray the high costs of preparing for and applying to post graduate
health professional schools.
To start, the Fund will address the first financial obstacle a student may encounter: the high cost
of MCAT test preparation and fee applications to medical schools. According to Dartmouth
representatives from the Health Professions Program office, Dartmouth students who prepare
and take the MCAT, score very high (93rd percentile and above) and gain admission. Students
who do not meet a threshold score on the MCAT are not even placed in a pool for consideration,
regardless of their academic grades and other outstanding credentials. Given the high stakes of
the MCAT exam, quality test preparation is critical and costs of test preparation are a sizable
barrier to a low-income student. The Class of 1985 fund will initially provide 5 students with
$2,000 grants for the MCAT test preparation course that best fits their learning style and the
MCAT test fee.
It is our hope that through the generosity of the members of the Class of 1985, we can increase
the number of students we are able to impact for medical admissions, and then grow the funds to
help students access other health professions that also desperately need a diverse and welleducated workforce. We believe that by supporting a more diverse applicant pool we are
ultimately supporting a better healthcare system, more reflective of the U.S. population.
The Class Projects team and 1985 Class Officers ask you to consider a donation to support the
Class of 1985 Pre-Health Access Fund to remove financial barriers for underserved students to
apply to medical schools. Look for more information during our upcoming Virtual Reunion!

Class Projects Reunion Committee,
Linda Blockus ’85 - blockusl@gmail.com
Veronica Jenkins ’85 - jenkinsvnj@gmail.com
Pamela Poncé Johnson ’85 – poncejoh@yahoo.com
www.dartmouth85.com
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Softly now the early twilight
Thro’ the trees is stealing down,
And the evening blush is falling
O’er the college and the town…
www.dartmouth85.com
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News from our classmates…
Linda Blockus ’85 writes…
1. March 6, 2020 marks the beginning of the pandemic for me. My younger daughter Grace arrived
home from her Florence, Italy study abroad program (she is an art major at Oberlin) and we began our 2
week quarantine. By the time we were done isolating, the University of Missouri had shut down… so I
like to think I got a two week jump start on the working-from-home thing.

2. I am still in Columbia, Missouri (30+ years) working at the University of Missouri as the Director of
Undergraduate Research....a mostly liberal college town in the middle of an otherwise red state. The only
drawback of Columbia, as far as I am concerned, is that it takes 2+ hrs to get to a major airport. Our
regional airport currently has 3 flights out / day (although there is the perk of free, unlimited parking!) 


In Memoriam…
Theodore C. Mason ’85*
(*graduated in 1987)

The still north remembers him…
www.dartmouth85.com
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Jon Grussing ’85 writes…
"How you doing?" Elvis Costello asked a
packed Hammersmith Apollo, adding, "I
know I say that every night but it seems
more poignant than ever, now that you've
all risked life and limb to come out.”
Coming towards the close of a rapturously
received British tour, the 65-year-old
singer-songwriter expressed genuine
surprise and pleasure that the show had
been allowed to go on in the midst of the
coronavirus emergency.


-The Daily Telegraph 

One of the nice things about living in
London is the variety of events and
venues. Frank Cerveny ’85 and I were
among the 3,000+ fans to brave an
awesome Elvis Costello concert, which
proved to be the last night of his tour and
shortly before the UK Prime Minister
announced a stop to non-essential
contact or travel in the UK. There was
no chance for social distancing and we
added to the health risk by standing and
singing along. Masks were not yet a
thing, though we were pleasantly
surprised to see that the restaurant where
our group of six met beforehand had
managed to secure hand sanitizer!

left to ri:ght: Jon, Brian (non-D), Frank: we
exactly fit the age demographic of the night

Elvis is in
the red hat

www.dartmouth85.com

Dartmouth Class of 1985

Spring 2021

Deborah Keyek-Franssen ’85 writes…
1. The last “normal” pre-pandemic activity I remember was flying to a job interview.

2. I love living on the Front Range in Colorado (though will be moving to Utah in the next few
months) — the view of the Rocky Mountains never gets old.

 

(photos from March 2021 snowstorm and November 2017 clouds)


www.dartmouth85.com
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Deborah Keyek-Franssen ’85 (continued)…
Editors’ note:

(from the University of Utah’s press release about Deb’s appointment - originally appeared in @theU on March 30, 2020, by Rebecca Walsh)

The University of Utah is expanding and reimagining programs in online and continuing education and has selected a new leader to
build the initiative.

Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs Dan Reed announced this week that Deborah Keyek-Franssen, associate vice president
for Digital Education and Engagement for the University of Colorado System, will be the university’s new associate vice president
and dean of Continuing and Online Education.

Keyek-Franssen’s long career in information technology, combined with her humanities undergraduate and graduate education,
“make her the perfect leader to build bridges as the university expands access to education, enhances student success, and works to
meet the needs of Utah’s changing workforce,” Reed said.

Building on the recommendations of the university’s yearlong Educational Futures and Student Success Task Force, the integrated
online and continuing education program will expand the pathways available to students for degrees, certificates and lifelong
education. University leaders are working to stay ahead of exponential changes in the way students learn and prepare for the jobs of
tomorrow, Reed said. Expanded and enhanced online education is intrinsic to that transformation.

Keyek-Franssen will work closely with academic deans and schools across the university, as well as with community groups and Utah
business leaders. Continuing Education and Online programs will serve undergraduates, graduate students, professionals, and nondegree seeking students.

“We are in an unprecedented time for higher and digital education,” Keyek-Franssen said. “Even without the turmoil caused by the
spread of the coronavirus, online and continuing education are increasingly important in our region, the nation, and the world.
Together, they have the potential to create a wide range of high-quality learning opportunities that have tangible individual and
societal benefits.”

Since 2013, Keyek-Franssen has worked as the University of Colorado’s associate vice president for Digital Education and
Engagement, promoting cross-campus collaborations, developing massive open online courses (MOOCs), and leading a multicampus project for open education resources. From 2007 to 2013, Keyek-Franssen was director of Academic Technology at the
University of Colorado Boulder. For the past 13 years, Keyek-Franssen has managed the regional Colorado Learning and Teaching
with Technology (COLTT) Conference.

She earned her bachelor’s degree from Dartmouth College in German, then two master’s degrees—in Germanic Languages and
Higher and Postsecondary Education—and a Ph.D. in Germanic Languages and Literatures from the University of Michigan.

Keyek-Franssen said now is the time to be strategic about resolving inequalities in access to technology, developing collaborations
with corporate and community partners, and expanding lifelong learning opportunities for urban and rural populations. “In recent
weeks, we have seen firsthand the increasing importance of online and continuing education, but these volatile times also present
opportunities,” she added. “We can ensure we are collectively prepared for this rapidly changing world and society and for the
learner and workforce needs that will emerge over the coming months and years.”

Following the completion of the university approval process, Keyek-Franssen will begin May 15, 2020.

(ps from Deb: I’ve been in my new position for a year and haven’t moved yet!)

www.dartmouth85.com
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Brad Kliber ’85 writes…
1. The last normal thing I can remember doing prior to Covid-19 shutting down all of our lives,
was working as a lifty at Deer Valley in early March of 2020. 

2. My wife, Karen Kliber, and I have lived in Park City, UT, for the better part of the last 15 years.
Our “little” town is incredibly beautiful and easy to get in and out of and to and from just about
anywhere. Unfortunately, the world has discovered Park City and during this pandemic everyone
seemingly wants to move here and they have! The good thing about this influx of people is that
there must be at least 100 Dartmouth alumni who live here now! A good friend, Billy Mitchell
’79, who lives here, signs his emails with “A College Town for Adults” - Park City, Utah. That
pretty much sums it up!

Sorry to miss seeing you all in person this summer, but hopefully we can be able to gather
together soon as there does seem to be a light at the end of this dark tunnel that appears to be
shining brighter every day. 

Keep healthy and safe everyone!

Yours in Green, Brad

Dartmouth’s
Alumni
Directory
double-check
the email
address and
preferences
you’ve selected
for yourself

Don’t miss out on any
Reunion News
Go to alumni.dartmouth.edu and search
“Update Your Information”

- then click “See Your Profile” (there is a link just below
it to get your Dartmouth NetID if you don’t know it)

- log in using your NetID and password

- click “My Profile”

- at the bottom of the page, there is a box entitled
“Subscription Management”

- click the green “Edit” button on right side of the box

- scroll (where scrollable) to “Dartmouth Class of
1985” (from “Alumni Relations”)

- check yes to all emails from Dartmouth Class of 1985
and click “save”!!


Dartmouth Partners in Community Service (DPCS)
and the Dartmouth Class of 1985
wish to thank our classmate, Carolina Kuczynski Reid ’85,

for mentoring a current Dartmouth student virtually this spring term 2021
as a part of our Class Projects commitment to DPCS

…big thanks to our MANY classmates who have done so, too…

(be sure to look back over past issues of our class newsletters to read their accounts

of their work in support of Dartmouth students - and send us yours if we’ve missed it)
www.dartmouth85.com
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A soundtrack of our college years….
www.dartmouth85.com/
spring2021

Thanks to Beth Hobbs ’85, who has
created a Spotify Playlist which includes
songs that came out during our four years on
campus — a fun way to bring back some
class memories and gear up for our 35th
reunion! Check it out via the link below
and enjoy!. (You can also find it and click on
it on our class website.)

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/4eFwfEKpfxTvoqeua8IMjg?si=PvZhvJAKSnK3pg-kk4l_vQ


Kathleen DeLello Milne ’85 writes…
My husband Roger and I both grew up in the town of Canton, Massachusetts, which is where we chose
to raise our family of three children - Stephanie, Christopher, and Peter. When my kids were growing up,
they had both sets of grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins all living in the same town with them. My
parents and three of my seven siblings and their families currently live in Canton. Midway between
Boston and Providence, with family nearby and Cape Cod an hour away, Canton has been a good location
for us. One of the last normal things I did Pre-Pandemic was celebrate my Dad’s 85th birthday (85, 85, 85)
with a pizza party at the home of one of my brothers. Family members who were around at the time
gathered for the joyous occasion. There was excitement about the fact that both the Canton High
School girls and boys hockey teams, which one of my nieces and one of my nephews played on, were in
the MIAA tournament and making a run for the state championship. We were looking forward to the
college graduations of my daughter and two of my nieces, as well as the graduation of my younger son
from Canton High. Little did we know what was about to happen. Things remained normal for the next
couple of weeks. The Walpole High math team which I coach placed third in our league playoffs - our
best finish ever in the 29 years that I have been coach. We qualified to compete in the MAML state
tournament at which my son Peter’s team was also going to be competing. This was my last opportunity
to attend the meet as both a parent and a coach. Both Canton ice hockey teams as well as the Walpole
boys ice hockey team earned berths to play for the state championship at the Boston Garden. And then
on Friday March 13th, 2020 the world as I knew it changed. I suddenly had to learn how to set up google
classroom in preparation for what was supposed to be two weeks of teaching from home and ended up
being the rest of the school year. Stephanie and Christopher went from spring break to full remote
learning. Peter had to finish his senior year of high school from home, taking AP exams on his cell
phone. The state math championship never happened. There were no hockey games at the Boston
Garden, but happily all finalists were declared state champions. There were no college graduation
ceremonies for my daughter or nieces, but my son Peter did get a Canton class of 2020 lawn sign, a
beautifully orchestrated rolling graduation ceremony, and an emotional car parade through Canton
during which relatives and town residents showed their support for the graduates. In a difficult and
challenging time, the town of Canton made a concerted effort to do something special for the class of
2020 and that is one of the many reasons that we are proud to call Canton our home.
www.dartmouth85.com
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Kathleen DeLello Milne ’85 (continued)…

www.dartmouth85.com
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Keith Moon ’85 writes…

Here’s probably the most exciting thing that’s happened in my world over the last couple of years:

(reprinted here with the kind permission of the author)


As Versatile as a Swiss Army Knife,

Lufkin Prize Recipient Keith Moon (Hotchkiss P’13,’16)

by Wendy Carlson (communications editor, The Hotchkiss School)

MAY 14 2020


Keith Moon P’13,’16 had no intention of settling down in
New England after he finished graduate school at Harvard.
He had spent a decade on the East Coast, graduating from
Phillips Exeter, then from Dartmouth with a B.A., and finally
from Harvard, where he earned his M.A. When he was
growing up, his life was far from provincial; his father worked
for the U.S. Department of State in U.S. embassies around
the world, and the family moved frequently, living 14 years in
Latin America.

Before graduate school, he had taught for two years at the
Gilman School, a private K-12 boys school in Baltimore, MD,
and the experience inspired him to pursue a career in
education. At Harvard, he heard that Hotchkiss was seeking
to establish a Russian history program, which piqued his
interest even though the School appeared to be in the
middle of nowhere. He interviewed on a damp, miserable
spring afternoon, which did little to entice him, until he took a
walk down to the Lake Wononscopomuc. For Moon, a
swimmer, the shimmering expanse of water sealed the deal.


That was in 1989. Since then, Moon has spent the last 31 years at Hotchkiss teaching an array of
subjects, including Russian history, literature, and language, English, U.S. History, and Spanish.
Since he arrived in Lakeville, he has coached varsity swimming every season and varsity water
polo for nine years, and served as Class Dean for the Classes of 2003, 2006, and 2017, and as
director of student activities for 12 years. He and his wife, Bridget, instructor in math, lived for 15
years in residence halls, where he served as a Dorm Head in Coy, Memorial, and Van Santvoord,
and they raised their two sons, Peter ’13 and Stephen ’16. In 1994, Moon started the annual
Hotchkiss Swimathon, which has raised more than $200,000 for CT Special Olympics since its
inception. He is in charge of the Beal Lecture series and has led at least a dozen student trips
abroad, including to Russia, Poland, Cuba, Argentina, Thailand, Colombia, and Puerto Rico.

Despite his early ambivalence about staying in New England, he has come to love the rural life
and is active outside the Hotchkiss community, serving as a member of the Special Olympics CT
board, volunteering on various local boards, including serving on the Salisbury board of education
and Democratic town committee, and teaching courses in Russian history and literature at Noble
Horizons, a senior living community –– an experience he finds especially rewarding.

www.dartmouth85.com
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Keith Moon ’85 (continued)…

“When I taught Anna Karenina at Noble, I was simultaneously teaching it to Hotchkiss seniors,” he says.
“It was a magnificent gift to see this work through the eyes of two sets of seniors –– one at 18 and the
other at 70 or 80.”

But his deepest connection is with the School, and especially with his students, many of whom he keeps
in touch with long after they graduate. He learns as much from his students as they do from him. “I learn
from the kids every day, from teaching, from coaching. We have such a remarkable collection of students
here from all over the world, and I have amazing conversations and moments with them, sometimes
even just in the hallways at school,” he says.

Moon holds the E. Carleton Granbery Teaching Chair, and with his versatile and lively classroom
presence, it came as no surprise to Ana Hermoso, 2018 Lufkin Prize recipient, that he was awarded the
2019 Prize last June.

The annual prize, established by Dan Lufkin ’49, honors “faculty members of character, commitment and
skill who serve as role models to Hotchkiss students.” Lufkin’s goal in establishing the prize was to
recognize those who “consistently demonstrate excellence and strong moral leadership through
teaching, advising, coaching, and overall service to the community.”

“Keith is a great friend and colleague who, from the moment I met him, struck me by his dedication to the
school and students, as well as his professionalism,” says Hermoso. 

“Always there for anybody who might need him, Keith is incredibly selfless, funny, smart and engaging.”

Moon is also measured and thoughtful, with an unruffled demeanor, which makes it hard to imagine him
on the dance floor, cutting a rug to Meat Loaf, or spending his summers at Harvard, where he is the
associate dean of the Harvard Summer School, a job he describes as being the no-nonsense sheriff of
on-campus life. But he loves the temporary switch to a more urban, if sometimes chaotic, lifestyle –– and
the chance to go to as many Red Sox games as he can fit into his schedule.

But Hotchkiss remains home base for him, where he has developed deep, long-standing friendships
within the Hotchkiss community.

“Keith has been a cherished friend since we joined the Hotchkiss community over 30 years ago. His
capacity to give is limitless, and the joy he derives from it is infectious,” says Caroline Kenny-Burchfield
’77, P’08, ’10, ’18, who is the director of community relations, marketing and development at Noble
Horizons and also serves as the coordinator of student volunteer programs at Hotchkiss.

English instructor Charlie Frankenbach P’12,’16, who chairs the English department and arrived at
Hotchkiss the same year as Moon, compares his multi-talented colleague to a Swiss Army knife:
“equipped with so many tools with which to contribute to a boarding school community.”

“Note how he has moved fluidly between departments,” says Frankenbach. “Fluent in at least three
languages (maybe more?), Keith can talk about and teach the magical realism of Marquez or the worlds
created by Nabokov and Dostoevsky. He can teach (and critique) the translations, or work from the
originals. He has boundless range, and he brings energy to not only modern language classrooms, but
also history and English classrooms.” 

Head of School Craig Bradley adds, “In one of the many emails we received nominating Keith Moon for
the Lufkin Prize, a nominator recognized that Keith ‘cares deeply about the well being of Hotchkiss - he
puts others before himself, and has given so much of himself to the school as a teacher, swimming
coach, director of student activities and StuFac, representative on Round Square, etc. He is also a
genuinely kind person whom students gravitate toward and look to as a steady and compassionate role
model.’ Those are the very values and qualities Mr. Lufkin sought to honor in establishing the Prize.
Keith is a most deserving recipient of the Lufkin Prize.”

The ceremony honoring Keith Moon has been postponed until October.
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David Vaules ’85 writes….
In response to your questions:

1) The last big "normal" thing my family did was attend the Centennial Conference Swimming
Championships to watch my daughter finish her swimming career with Swarthmore with some
first/second places and school records in the relays and some excellent races, including a 3rd in
50 Free. Classic scene of hot, humid stands, lots of screaming, waving of "Swat" fly swatters,
some tears in not quite edging out the Gettysburg team (it was pretty close), and wondering
about this disease we kept hearing about and would it be a problem? 

2) I live pretty close to DC. We love the diversity, walking into Target (well, when we could) or
wherever and hearing a multitude of languages spoken, the various cultures in our neighborhood
alone, my daughter's wide variety of friends, the cherries (of course), and the view out of our
screened-in porch, that looks out over a "drainage area" that has to be kept wild. One other thing
is our local news is sometimes the national news. That's both good and bad... 

Outside of that, I'm still plugging away at Amazon Web Services, baking as much bread as my
family can stand (the one good thing about going back, I can bake bread for work folks, they
have already been suggesting I can just drop it off at their houses…) My daughter has
graduated and is waiting for a job to start by working another job.  

I'll attach one of the bread projects I'm pretty proud of since it was a family project. Concept was
mine, but my daughter (Sayaka) did the detailed design, and did a right good job of it. My wife's
knife skills were put to the test to carve the various shapes, and I did the creation of the focaccia
and bread that formed the tree, as well as the actual layout and baking. 


www.dartmouth85.com
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More news from our classmates…
Colleen Keller Sterling ’85 writes…
In 2018 I married a longtime friend and fellow aviator, David Sterling. We'd been working on
airplanes, air racing at Reno NV, and spending time at our local airport for the past 12 years,
before we decided to make the commitment. David is a 787 pilot for United and he built his
turbocharged Lancair Legacy, which he races in the Reno Gold Sport Class. I have owned a
Cessna 177RG Cardinal for almost 30 years and I also have a fun Skybolt open cockpit biplane
which scratches my aerobatics itch. You can imagine that most dinner conversations in our
house revolve around aviation.

In the spring of 2019 we traveled to New Zealand and
spent two glorious weeks flying a Cessna 172 "bush
plane" around the National Parks on the South Island.
Based out of Wanaka, we piloted into Milford Sound,
Stewart Island, Mount Cook National Park, and other
spectacular venues. To cap it all off we were granted
New Zealand Private Pilot licenses. This has got to be
one of the most memorable things I've done - and I
certainly recommend New Zealand to anyone who's
not yet visited.

I'm still working as a Navy consultant at Metron Inc.
in San Diego, but hoping to retire at 60 so I can focus
full-time on airplanes, gardening, cooking, fitness, and
travel.

Flying has certainly become our socially distanced
activity. We still do group fly-outs with airport
friends, to the desert with a sack lunch mostly, but at
least it’s an excuse to get out. I also fly rabbits for the
local San Diego House Rescue society; my husband
and I both volunteer for them and foster rabbits, and
they’ve learned to use us as transportation between
shelters in different states. It’s nice to fly for a reason.

One thing that I am proud of is my role as an editor
to three books published by a fellow Dartmouth grad,
Mike Busch. I work for Mike part time in his aviation
maintenance consulting business SavvyAviation. (I am
also an FAA-certified aviation mechanic and
inspector.) Mike wrote four books to help aircraft
owners manage the maintenance of their planes, and
he asked me to be his editor for the last three. It was
my first time doing that but I really enjoyed the work
and learned a lot.
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Colleen Keller Sterling ’85 (continued)

Katie Leede ’85 writes…

(via her Facebook and Instagram pages)

Son @lionelmcg1 and daughter @lucia.dalla.valle, both actors and
writers, co-wrote and produced a short 12 minute film that just
got accepted into the Paris Independent Film Festival! What
makes this news even more FUN is that they cast ME in their
project as the lead character. Go figure! If you want to travel
virtually to Paris, link in bio for tickets — “The Dependents” is in
shorts block 3. Don’t miss it if you can help it and please please
please share with all your friends, as I am my kids #1 fan and I’m
having a “stage mom” moment promoting their wonderful
creative efforts! #proudmama #shortfilm #independentfilm
#filmmaking #creativity #parisindependentfilmfestival
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Margaret Marder ’85 writes…

Many years ago Becky Blake reached out to me and asked if I'd be interested in the role of Class President.
I had been doing alumni interviews for several years and liked being still so closely connected to the
College. In a moment of weakness, I said sure, why not. Time sure does fly! Something like 20 years and
several roles later, I am retiring from an official role with our class. I have really enjoyed working for our
class and with our fellow classmates all these years. We've thrown some epic reunions, shared lots of
stories in our newsletters and made new friends, and rekindled old friendships. Several in our class
leadership have been involved longer than I have and I am grateful for all they do - shout out to Leslie
Davis Dahl and John McManus, our Class Secretaries extraordinaires. I hope that in the years to come
some of you will choose to take on a role leading our Class. We've many more years to engage and
celebrate together.

I know not everyone has fond memories of Dartmouth and for good reason. Some of you may have
become disillusioned with the College over these past 35 years. I have a terrible memory (just ask my kids
and husband), but memories from our 4 years on campus, and memories of Dartmouth events since then,
are still some of my strongest. What I hope holds true for all of you is that those friendships forged
because we shared the same space for the same 4 years remain strong and a source of strength, especially in
these days of uncertainty.  

For us, our son Tommy is getting married on June 5th of this year and we are very
much looking forward to a celebration. Our kids are all out of the house, out of
school, and happily employed, or as David says - off the payroll! None of them lives
close by, but by this summer when our youngest moves to NYC from LA, they will all
be at least a drivable distance from us. We have a small summer cabin on a lake in
Sunapee NH where we plan to spend a lot of time this summer. By the end of 2022,
David and I plan to be retired and preparing to start our RV trip to explore the
country with our dog, Leda. Some of you may find us on your doorstep one
afternoon, so don't be surprised.

Wishing you all health and happiness.
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The Bartlett Tower Society

As we approach our 35th Reunion …
Many of the opportunities we had at Dartmouth were made possible by the
generosity of past generations of alumni. We have the power to ensure that
future generations of students have experiences like, or even better than, we
shared. As our 35th Reunion approaches, there is no time like the present to
plan your legacy for Dartmouth.
The Bartlett Tower Society (BTS) recognizes alumni who have included a non-contingent gift to
Dartmouth in their estate plans. Currently, our Class has 30 BTS members. I am proud to report that
we are ahead of many other classes and only two other classes had 35 members by their 35th
reunion. We need only FIFTEEN more members to achieve our class goal of 45 members by our 35th.
Will you help our class be the over-achievers we have always been?!
Leaving Dartmouth a legacy gift does not have to be complicated. You can name the College as a
beneficiary of your will, trust, or retirement plan. There is no minimum gift to qualify for
membership. There are also gift plans that can provide you with an income for life. Explore the
options by visiting the Gift Planning website (https://giftplanning.dartmouth.edu/find-yourplan), or by contacting Cyndi Scott (Cynthia.M.Scott@Dartmouth.edu) for a personal, confidential,
and no-pressure conversation. If I can help in the process, please contact me at hobbsnc@mac.com.
Please also let us know if you have already included Dartmouth in your estate plans so we can add
your name to the list of Class of 1985 BTS members below.
I hope we can count on you to celebrate our 35th by helping us reach our Reunion goal.
-Beth Gilman Hobbs ’85, Class Gift Planning Chair
James C. Alex*
Holly Andersen and Douglas Hirsch
Pamela Lower Bass and Barry Bass
Eamonn F. Brady
Lorenzo A. Chambers
Todd L. Cranford
Jennifer and Thomas R. Eldridge
Patricia and Michael W. Fadil
Keith T. Goggin
Kathleen Reilly Gross and Mark Gross
Kate W. and Jonathan P. Grussing
Valerie Hartman
Nancy C. and Paul S. Hill

Beth Gilman Hobbs and Bill Hobbs
Merrick R. Kleeman
James M. Laden
Aloke K. Mandal
Edward L. Pascoe
Susan S. Reckford
Lauren Sonstrom and David Rosen
Rich Stoddart
Daniel R. Studnicky
Kathryn C. and William B. Tyree
Jeff Weitzman and Rachel Milliken-Weitzman
Jennifer Archibald Williams
Anonymous
* deceased

The Bartlett Tower Society honors those who have made a bequest or planned gift commitment in support of the College.

Dartmouth is grateful to the Bartlett Tower Society, whose members have provided for her in their estate plans.
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Dartmouth College Fund
A Special Opportunity to Make History
We're hoping you’ll agree that there are few things more powerful than the Dartmouth
Experience. Many of us are celebrating our 35th reunion by making a gift to the Dartmouth
College Fund. Our combined gifts will provide a full year of financial support for at least 70
qualified students at the college. We're getting closer every day!
Further, an anonymous classmate has issued a challenge: if we meet our reunion goal of
35% participation, a donation will be given to permanently endow a “Class of 1985”
Dartmouth Scholar.
The Scholars Program is a tangible, meaningful way to enrich our connection to
Dartmouth. Your donation of any size will help fund an ‘85 Scholar each year.
Do you remember our Student
Scholar speaker at our 30th
Reunion dinner?
William (Billy) Peters ’15 was a
financial aid recipient majoring
in English and Government. His
remarks were sincere, engaging
and grateful. He spoke for 15
minutes without notes – and
really hit a special chord with all
of us who attended.
Billy grew up in eastern Massachusetts and, as a teenager, was profoundly moved by the
horrific events on 9/11. He enrolled in the Army and proudly served our country in Iraq as a
machine gunner and a team leader. He spent the summer of 2008 at West Point instructing
cadets in the usage of machine guns and heavy weapon systems, then joined the Massachusetts
National Guard and worked with veterans at Bunker Hill Community College.
While there, he met President Wright, who gave him a "nudge" to visit and apply to Dartmouth
College. As Billy said: “In the Army, I learned to always strive to be better. Dartmouth provides
me with the opportunity to maximize my potential in ways I’d never dreamt of.” While at
Dartmouth, he served as a panelist at various forums on campus, wrote for the D, and was on
the Crew Team. His essay is included in the book Dartmouth Veterans: Vietnam Perspectives.
We just caught up with Billy to get an update. He is working as a sales representative at
“Arthur,” a tech startup. They are in the AI space with a mission to help ensure that companies
have trustworthy and ethical technology. He is very grateful to Dartmouth alumni for helping
fund his education.
If you make a donation to the Dartmouth College Fund at dartgo.org/85 , you will help make a
huge impact for Scholars like Billy for years to come!

Dartmouth

Dartmouth Class of 1985

Spring 2021

News from our Class Officers…
Class of 1985 Officers

To the Class of 1985:

I have had the most wonderful time serving
as your Class President. My term ends with
this year’s 35th Reunion.  


President
Joe Riley – jriley851@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 


I thank each and every one of you. Your
commitment, generosity, and care, for your
Class, for your College, for the country, and
for the world, amaze me. Our College has
had many successes and many challenges
during the last several years and will succeed
and will be challenged many times in the
future. Stay committed to help. The College
needs you.  


Alumni Council Rep
Jeff Weitzman – jeff@weitzman.net

Bereavement Chair
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com 

Class Project Chairs  

Veronica Jenkins – jenkinsvnj@gmail.com 

Pam Ponce Johnson – poncejoh@yahoo.com 

Gift Planning Chair
Beth Hobbs – hobbsnc@mac.com 

Head Agents
Joe McGee – joseph.mcgee@roxburypartners.com 

Joe Niehaus - jniehaus@housatonicpartners.com 

Andy Ford - andyf@hanoverpartners.com
Mini-Reunion Chairs
Todd Cranford – tlc31esq@yahoo.com
Valerie Hartman – vhartman711@gmail.com
NYC Chair: Gary Ryan - minagary63@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editors
Margaret Marder – mmarder0269@comcast.net 

Lisa Herrington – herringtonhome@gmail.com 

Secretaries
Leslie Davis Dahl – dahlleslie@yahoo.com 

John MacManus – slampong@aol.com 

Treasurer

Your Class needs you too. Serving the Class
of 1985 brought so many smiles to my face.
Find a role, even a small one, and the
pleasure of serving will astonish you, over
and over. 

I must thank all of the Class Officers and
Class Agents and the College employees who
have worked so hard over these years. A
longer and more particular and detailed
recounting of their many achievements will
come in a later (and longer) missive. 

Thank you, thank you, thank you - for letting
me serve as your Class President these past
six years. I say farewell as your President but
not as your friend — I will always be your
friend and…


David McIlwain – david.t.mcilwain@gmail.com 

Digital Content Manager
Jeff Weitzman – jeff@weitzman.net 


Your classmate,

Joe Riley ’85
www.dartmouth85.com
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DETAILS INSIDE !!
Dartmouth College Class of 1985
35th Reunion
Thursday, June 17 - Sunday, June 20
* live video reunion *

