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DARTMOUTH
CLASS OF 1985
40TH REUNION
June 18-21, 2026

(Registration opens March 3rd!)

the Connecticut River is calling…
please join us in June

Our Dartmouth Class of 1985 40th Reunion will take place this summer 
2026 (in person this time).  It will begin on Thursday, June 18th and 
conclude on Sunday, June 21st.   As well, we all are invited to come a day 
early (on Wednesday, June 17th) for a pre-reunion gathering and overnight 
stay at Moosilauke Ravine Lodge (details below).  Our own Jenny 
Gabler ’85 will guide a morning hike up Moosilauke early Thursday 
morning, June 18th.  It will be fun to have three Dartmouth classes 
celebrating 40th reunions this year (1985, 1986, and 1987) - together for 
some things, but with our own 85 class events for most.  Please go to our 
class website to see all that is in store (dartmouth85.com/reunion).  You’ll 
find the latest information there as we count down to our 40th.

…YOU are an important piece of the puzzle… 
COME HOME to Dartmouth this summer! 

Fond regards,
Margaret and Lisa

Friendship is unnecessary, like 
philosophy, like art…. It has no 
survival value;  rather it is one of 
those things that give value to 
survival.

-C.S. Lewis
You can’t stay in your corner of the 
Forest waiting for others to come 
to you.  You have to go to them 
sometimes.

-A.A. Milne
It is, Sir, as I have said, a small 
college, and yet there are those 
who love it.

-Daniel Webster 
(Dartmouth Class of 1801)

http://www.dartmouth85.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com/reunion
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Our 40th Reunion is all about COMMUNITY…
Our reunion tagline — “Decades Apart, Still A Fit For Your Heart” —

speaks to the strong pull that Dartmouth has on each of us
(despite the years that have passed since we were on the Hanover Plain).

Whether it be your academic memories, your love of Hanover,
your passion for your extracurricular pastime, the pull of the outdoors, the nostalgia you 

feel, or the power of the lifelong friendships that continue to sustain you,
please join us in June…

Connect with people you treasure
and meet soon-to-be-treasured classmates for the first time!

Don’t be the missing piece of the puzzle…
(watch your email for details and registration in the coming months

and keep an eye out for info from the College about on-campus housing)


-Jeff Weitzman ’85 (our Class of 1985 digital content manager)

this party is being brought to you by
your 40th Reunion Committee

Beth Parish - Reunion Chair
Todd Cranford Marcy Marceau
Claudia Broeker Egger Margaret Warram Marder
Jennifer Gabler Kim Booker Schmid
Lisa Sweeney Herrington Jeff Weitzman
Rick Joyce

 

Class of ’85 Co-Presidents - Valerie Hartman + Beth Gilman Hobbs

REQUEST FOR CLASSMATE CONTENT 
How do you contribute to YOUR community (personally and/or professionally)?  We 
would love to feature you in an upcoming (short!) e-newsletter, as we count down 
together to our 40th reunion. 

PLEASE REACH OUT to Margaret Marder (mmarder1985@gmail.com) and Lisa 
Herrington (herringtonhome@gmail.com) to discuss.  Thank you!

http://www.dartmouth85.com
mailto:mmarder1985@gmail.com
mailto:herringtonhome@gmail.com
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I left Dartmouth with a geography major but ended up in Finance working for Deloitte & Touche and then 
Mass General Brigham in Boston, MA.  My schedule, after I left public accounting was very flexible and 
allowed me to structure my day around my family.  My absolute joy was watching my three kids play sports 
from when they could barely kick a soccer ball in kindergarten to DIII college basketball.  There is something 
about sports and team bonding that I just love.  As a freshman at Dartmouth,  I tried to walk-on to the 
Dartmouth women’s basketball team - but sadly was cut in the last round of try-outs.  However, the varsity 
coach offered to start a Junior Varsity team if I could find enough players.  After posting flyers around the 
campus advertising a JV team, I handed her a list of ten names three days later..  She kept to her word and 
provided a coach, game schedule, uniforms and gym space for practice.   I played for three years –  Sue 
Johnson ’85, Cynthia Matthews ’85 and Deb Archambault ’85 joined me from the Class of 1985.  This past 
March, Sue Johnson’85 flew from New Orleans to visit me in Natick, MA (both of us are still working).  We 
drove to Brown University to watch the Dartmouth men’s basketball team take on Cornell:  the first time that 
the Dartmouth men’s team had made the Ivy league play-offs in forever!   We paid for assigned seats and,  to 
our surprise and delight, Ed Burns ’85 and Peter Van Tol ’85 were seated directly behind us.  Four 1985’s 
unexpectedly gathered in one spot to cheer on the Big Green!  I look forward to making more connections like 
that at our 40th reunion – see you in June 2026! 

Kim Booker Schmid ’85 writes… 

picture on the left  (left to right):  Pieter Van Tol ’ 85, Ed Burns  ’85, Sue Johnson  ’85, Kim Booker Schmid  ’85 
picture on the right :  Dartmouth’s JV women’s basketball team (back in the day), with Sue Johnson’ 85, Cynthia Matthews 

’85, Deb Archambault ’85, and Kim Booker Schmid ’85.

Meet our 40th reunion committee 
With a reunion theme of “coming home,” and a focus on “community,” we 
asked our 40th reunion committee to share a little something about themselves — 
with a nod perhaps to the communities that have mattered to them wherever they 
call home — at Dartmouth, since Dartmouth, and right now.  Read on…

http://www.dartmouth85.com
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Claudia Broeker Egger’85 writes…
My church community is the most present and important community in my life right now, and has been for 
years. After divorcing my husband and his subsequent death just 6 months later, the friends I had at my church 
(which is also my workplace) became my family. My children were away at college and my birth family were all 
still back in Memphis where I grew up.   

I would say there were three groups at Dartmouth that were important to me. 

1)  I lived in Topliff Hall all four years. The group of friends I made there before classes even began freshman 
year were significant.  We stayed up late (whether studying, eating pizza, or just for the hell of it).  We 
celebrated birthdays and exams that we passed.  And when there wasn't a party to go to we created our own. 

2) Aquinas House.  I was 1400 miles from home and only knew people I had met since arriving on the 
Hanover. Plain.  Church was someplace familiar and comfortable.  Then I met the wonderful students there, 
found a great place to study (where else on campus could you find unlimited PB&Js and hot chocolate), and I 
felt at home. 

3) AXO.  The sisterhood of sororities is real.  Whether I needed help in one of my classes or to borrow an outfit 
for a special event, we were there for each other.  Thankfully, a group of us have renewed that bond in recent 
years, traveling together and supporting each other.    

I would love to see some of the old AQ crowd - Domenic Gaeta, MaryBeth (Clark) Butler, John Anderson, Dave 
Coco, Peggy (Englehart) Zink. 

I've been in El Paso, Texas since 1988.  My older daughter is a psychologist in Boston. My younger is working 
in Austin, TX.  I still work at St. Luke Catholic Church, where I've been since 1998.  I travel as much as I 
possibly can, read lots of books, and am part of a group that crochets blankets, hats and toys for patients in 
cancer treatment and dialysis centers, as well as patients in the Children's Hospitals.  I'm on the Board for a local 
workforce solutions organization called Project ARRIBA, and I work with EPISO, a local broad-based 
community organization, part of the Industrial Areas Foundation, as a member of the steering committee. 

left:
traveling in Spain with 
Dartmouth friends

Terri Sergesketter Heath, 
Karen Garbe Matchuja, 
Claudia Broeker Egger, 
Shelley Leavitt Nadel, 
Margaret Warram Marder, 
Linda Blockus (all ’85s)

right:
with my daughters at a
recent family wedding -
Dominique, Claudia,
Cassie

http://www.dartmouth85.com
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I'm excited that my longtime friend Cynthia Matthews Brown '85 asked me to take over for her on the Alumni 
Council.  I've been coming up to Hanover regularly, but never got to see "behind the curtain" on what is going on 
at the college.  I'm glad to be your link to what is going on and conduit to giving feedback.  I am currently 
spending a lot of my time working on two biotech companies with my husband, Steve Bloch '84.  Many people 
ask me "how do you work with your husband"?  But it has been a pleasure.  We've been at this for six years and 
our first program is going into clinical trials which is exciting.  We moved out of Westport, CT and up to 
Canandaigua, NY (the Finger Lakes, way west in NY State and Bills Country!).  I grew up in NYC, but I love 
living in a very rural area.  The rest of my time is spent exercising - I love to bike, walk and play all types of 
racquet sports.  In terms of Dartmouth connections, I went to pickleball camp in Toronto with my squash 
teammate Julia Lane ’85 and hosted my other squash teammate Barbie Van Buskirk ’85 for some more pickleball 
this summer.  The '85 Kappa Alpha Thetas have a very active text chain, and we got together in 2024 in 
Jacksonville FL - so excited to hang with them at reunion.  I’m also excited to see my fellow Lord Hall dorm 
mates!  It has been great to connect recently with '85 women in our class such as Beth Hobbs, Leslie Davis Dahl, 
Sue Finnegan Vasu, Jenny Archibald Williams, Rise Norman and Valerie Hartman, and I'm looking forward to 
continuing to expand '85 women connections.  My son is a junior at Dartmouth in Theta Delt (which I never went 
to as a student) so you might find me at reunion hanging out there and making friends with some '85 Theta Delts! 

Jennifer Gabler ’85 writes…

this page, clockwise from top left
(all ’85s):
1) with Barbie van Buskirk 
2) with Julia Lane 
3) with Henrietta Hung 
4) a scene from Jenny’s bucolic 

new home base
5) with Joanna Tsiantas + 

Lisa Zaslow

http://www.dartmouth85.com
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Jeff Weitzman ’85 writes… 

I’ve been in Palo Alto, California for almost 27 years 
now. I’ve been retired for the last couple of years and 
finding new communities to engage with. I’ve joined an 
a cappella group, a book club, and expanded my 
weekend cycling group into a several times a week 
“bikes, burgers, and beers” social activity. I just got 
back from our third European cycling adventure, riding 
the length of Portugal down the old N2 highway. 

Community was a big part of my life at Dartmouth, and 
I still keep in touch with, and too infrequently get to 
see, my fraternity brothers. I caught a lot of good 
natured shit for being involved in so many things at 
Dartmouth, and I hope to catch up with my ski 
instructor, Winter Sports, theater, marching band, and 
other friends at reunion. We’re not getting any younger, 
people, show up!

Beth Parish ’85 writes… 

When my son, Brent, was in 6th grade, he came home from school 
announcing that he was going to go to Yale.  I said that was great, and he 
would have to study hard as Yale is an academically competitive school, 
and I said if he was looking at Yale, he might want to look at the "family" 
school (we come from a long legacy).  He looked at me, and looked away, 
and thought for a minute, and said "you went to a school where smart 
people went?”  ... yes we did!!  I almost did not go to Dartmouth - it was 
my mother who helped ensure I made it to Hanover.  Some of you know 
that my mother was honored last year for 50 years of service to 
Dartmouth.  My mom was supporting Dartmouth years before women 
were even admitted.  And what I remember of my mom's service was the 
community; her best friends were in the Dartmouth Women's Club of 
Boston.  We went to Hanover for club officers weekend. My family went 
to the Dartmouth Princeton or Dartmouth Penn football game every year 
on the weekend  before Thanksgiving.  When I announced I was not going 
to Dartmouth, my mom had our family stay over in Hanover for 
Homecoming weekend - the bonfire, the football game, the community:  I 
was sold.   

I want to see folks from Fairweather freshman year - Mimi Ward, Annette 
Hatch, Heidi Carey, Rob Behere, Jim Covell, Lee Clien and so many more 
...  I miss football falls and I miss sophomore summer.  

Today, I work in Higher Ed, where I get a chance to lead 60 faculty as they 
work with students looking to change their lives by getting a college 
degree.  My husband David and I have recently moved from Boulder, 
Colorado to Camden, Maine as I was looking for a community where I 
can walk to bars and restaurants, see the ocean, and find community. 

with the family at Donner Lake in Truckee
left to right:  Zach, Rachel, Molly, Eli, and Jeff Weitzman ’85

Beth’s mom being honored by the Dartmouth 
Women’s Club (Beth and her dad are also in the 

picture)

Beth’s mom in her dad’s Dartmouth sweater

http://www.dartmouth85.com
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Richard Joyce ’85 writes….

COMMUNITY! Not the quirky TV show, or the fearsome HOA, but the real bonds built, over time, in a 
place.   

I certainly felt the deep embrace of a number of communities at Dartmouth--the school community as a whole 
of course, the fiery class of 1985, and the bro-y South Mass community freshman year.  But by far the deepest 
bonds for me came from breathing and singing together --in Glee Club,  Dodecaphonics,  as well as onstage in 
musicals.   

I am keen to reconnect with Glee Clubbers at reunion-- Mark Preston, Pete Lehmann, Dan Studnicky, Todd 
Rovelli, Heidi Clark, Carolyn Magee, Mark Inkster, Joanna Tsiantis- I'm hoping to see you there (Basically 
ever living soul in the attached picture, snapped right after our final Glee Club Commencement concert).  

No puzzle of performers would be complete without a bunch of '86 & '87 singers, all the Aires and Decibelle 
alums, Chamber Singers, Gospel Choir, mainstage theatre folks- I hope to see you all. If you were a singer, 
actor, musician or performer of any kind at Dartmouth or since then, shoot me an email 
(rickjoyce999@gmail.com) as I am putting together an open mike for reunion weekend - why hire a band 
when we've so much talent in our ranks? 

Meanwhile, although I've spent a peripatetic career in consulting, publishing and education, I've really never 
stopped singing. You can find me on any given week crooning tunes in a piano bar in Manhattan (The Duplex, 
Maries Crisis, Don't Tell Mama's) and occasionally onstage in a musical.  I've also kept busy behind the stage, 
having directed 25 shows at various universities and regional theaters over the years after sneaking in a mid-
life crisis MFA in theatre at Actor's Studio Drama School in the early 2000's.  

So let's put the band back together, so to speak. It won't be a reunion without all you glorious quirkily-shaped 
puzzle pieces! 

Can't wait to see you all in June! 
all the ‘85s in Glee Club (taken after our final concert - the graduation concert at the end 
of our Dartmouth careers):  Mark Preston, Dan Studnicky,, Suzanne Powers, Joel Thayer, 

Zoe Papadakos Hill, Brian Barnes, Debbie Thatcher Gilcrest, Todd Rovellii, Pete 
Lehmann, Carolyn McGee, Mark Inkste, Rick Joyce, Steve Lattanzi  

mailto:rickjoyce999@gmail.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com
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Margaret Warram Marder ’85 writes…

Lisa Sweeney Herrington ’85 writes…

David and I are both three quarters retired, mostly to keep us enveloped in a familiar community!  I, especially, 
need to be a part of something, doing something.  Idle hands and all that! 

This past summer we sold our house of 30+ years and a small seasonal cabin in NH and bought our dream 
house on a small lake in Massachusetts.  We are enjoying the lakeside changing seasons and an abundance of 
birds of all types.  Who knew they could be so entertaining!  We fill our time with work (a little), trips to the 
gym, lots of reading, traveling, visiting with our kids and connecting with new friends and old. 

Like many of you, my Dartmouth community began in my freshman dorm, Hitchcock, and expanded when I 
joined AXO.  Those bonds continue to this day with annual trips and near daily text messages.  Our 2026 AXO 
get together is at our 40th reunion in Hanover!  I hope that as you read this newsletter, you'll be reminded of 
the community you built at Dartmouth and will join us in Hanover in June.  As we say in our house, "It's gonna 
be lit, fam!".  

AXO sisters circa 1983-84 in our first house on Lebanon St, behind 
the Hop

After sharing a junior high and high school community with Margaret in Boston, I was lucky to land in Hitchcock, 
too, when I arrived in Hanover — and to share a freshman dorm community there that made a lasting difference 
for me.  There were other Dartmouth communities to follow (among them, the Russian Department, Aquinas 
House, the Tucker Foundation, Glee Club, foreign study programs in Lyon and Leningrad, and the chance to live 
with an amazing group of women in the Blue Zoo senior year) — alongside significant and lasting individual 
friendships. Each one cast a spell over those undergraduate years. They lie at the heart of what made Dartmouth 
“Dartmouth” for me then, and they continue to breathe life into the lasting pull that draws me back now. 

With my husband Tom (Tom Herrington ’85), I’ve loved living in Denver, Colorado since we moved here in 
1991 after stints in NYC and Chicago.  I miss Boston still, but I am lucky to get to return there often — and to stay

http://www.dartmouth85.com
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Marcy Marceau ’85 writes… 

Community Snapshot: 
In the early decades of the 20th century, the city of Rutland, Vermont was a center of industrial growth and 
hub for railway connections and transport.  A local woman with a growing family and married to a railroad 
administrator became well-known for her cooking and baking skills.  During the lean years of the late 1920s 
and early 30s, it was common for people to travel from place to place in search of work, often stowing away 
on freight cars that routinely passed through Rutland.  Locals often directed those tired, hungry individuals to 
the door of this young woman for a bite to eat or parcel of food to take on the next leg of their journey.  She 
never turned anyone away and was christened "Bum-Bum" by the community for her quiet, unfailing 
generosity.  I'm honored to be her grand-daughter. 

Throughout my own life, food has been a way for me to connect with others.  Now I've been put on the spot 
to think - and write! - about our Dartmouth 85 community.  Those connections really are a puzzle.  I say that 
not to tie in gratuitously to the Reunion logo Jeff created (even though it does!) but because classmates, 
teammates, dorm and housemates, club pals - the list goes on and on - all represent smaller microcosms that 
came together to make unique community mosaics for each of us.  Our reunion is a great opportunity to see 
old friends and put some pieces together that might not have connected in a while.   

Love to all, and I promise if you come to the door, you won't go away empty-handed.  

connected to my most important communities there:  family especially, but 
also cherished childhood friends.  Tom continues to enjoy his work leading 
an investment firm and trust company a ten minute walk from our home, 
and I find pleasure now in a quiet array of simple pursuits:  participating in 
a 146-year old women’s literary club, some volunteer work, pilates, reading, 
long walks and weight training, chamber music concerts and the symphony, 
theatre and the ballet, and spending as much time as possible with friends 
and with our grown children.  Together, Tom and I have enjoyed traveling 
more (especially active travel by bike).  And in the winter, we ski (we ski a 
lot).

in Cesky Krumlov with Backroads

http://www.dartmouth85.com
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MOOSILAUKE RAVINE LODGE ! 
We’d love ‘85s to start their reunion early by coming up to Moosilauke Ravine Lodge to relive 
Freshman Trips!  Bring your whole family, your partner, or just yourself and join us Wednesday 
night for dinner and Salty Dog Rag type activities and to sleep over.  We'll get up early Thursday 
morning to hike up Moosilauke.  We will be joined by other classes so a great way to meet new 
people and enjoy the outdoors before Reunion. (Please contact Jenny Gabler’85 at 
jgabler4@gmail.com with any questions.) 
Go to dartmouth85.com/reunion for more information and to sign up now!

CALLING ALL CLASS OF 85 
SINGERS! 

Were you in Glee Club or Gospel Choir?  Did you sing 
at Hums or the Collis Coffeehouse?  Were you an Aire, 
Dodecaphonic, Decibelle, Woodswind, or Chamber 
Singer - or were you part of any of the other groups 
that were an integral part of the Big Green Music 
Scene?  Were you in Glee Club or Gospel Choir? Music 
aficionado Rick Joyce (rickjoyce999@gmail.com) is 
organizing a sing along event with our ’86 and ’87 
friends. 

Reach out to Rick for details on how you can lend your 
vocal chords.

Todd Cranford ’85 writes… 

Well, in 5 short months we will all have the 
opportunity to return to campus to see friends, 
renew acquaintances, and make new ones at our 
(gulp) 40th Reunion!  Our theme — Decades 
Apart, Still A Fit For Your Heart — speaks to 
the ties we have to the Alma Mater and to each 
other. Like a jigsaw puzzle, we were a number 
of smaller communities that fit together to form 
one large community. As I reflect on our days on 
campus, I am grateful for the many communities 
like the Afro Am, the Choates, LSA Granada, 
the Green Key Society, and FSP Washington, 
DC that shaped my Dartmouth Experience. 
What are some of your puzzle pieces? Well, start 
putting them together, if only in your mind’s 
eye, and make plans to join us in June!! Then, 
call, email, text or DM your friends who are 
pieces of your puzzle and encourage them to 
attend reunion as well. You’ll find more 
information on our class website and other 
missives in the coming weeks. 

I’ve been lobbying in the financial services 
space for the past 19 years. My wife, Jackie, and 
I have two college-aged kids (University of 
Delaware and Swarthmore).  While I had many 
fabulous experiences at Dartmouth, the people, 
like those in this photo, are what I recall most 
fondly.  I look forward to seeing everyone in 
June!!!

mailto:jgabler4@gmail.com
http://dartmouth85.com/reunion
mailto:rickjoyce999@gmail.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com
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Class Governance 

Co-Presidents 
Valerie Hartman
Beth Hobbs

Immediate Past President 
Joe Reilly

Alumni Council Rep 
Jennifer Gabler

Class Project Chairs
Linda Blockus
Veronica Jenkins

Gift Planning Officer  
Barry Bass

DCF Head Agents 
Diane Bonina
Joe McGee
Joe Neihaus
Rise Norman
Jenny Archibald Williams

Mini-Reunion Chairs 
Todd Cranford 

Valerie Hartman

Secretaries 
John MacManus
Rebecca Osborne

Treasurer 
Kim Schmid

Digital Content Manager
Jeff Weitzman

www.dartmouth85.com

2025-2026 
Class Dues 

for the Dartmouth Class of 1985 
DUE EACH FALL 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE: 
go to our class website 
www.dartmouth85.com 

thank you!

Letter from our Class Co-Presidents 
Greetings Fellow ’85's! 

We cannot wait to welcome you back for our 40th Reunion this 
coming June. Forty years—hard to believe—and yet the bonds 
we formed as ’85s and their profound impact remain as strong 
and meaningful as ever. 

Last year, your Class Executive Committee chose “Coming 
Home” as our reunion theme, reflecting this moment in our 
lives as we enter a new and exciting chapter. It’s the perfect way 
to describe what it feels like to return to Dartmouth:  familiar 
paths, enduring friendships, and a place that still fits our hearts. 
Hence our tagline, “Decades Apart, Still a Fit for Your 
Heart.” 

With that spirit in mind, Beth Parish and her dedicated reunion 
planning team are creating a truly special weekend in Hanover 
— one filled with reconnection, laughter, reflection, and 
celebration.  We hope you’ll also join us in our class tent for our 
CLASS MEETING on Saturday morning (8am Bagels & 
Mimosas, 9am Class Meeting), when we’ll gather as a class to 
look back with pride and ahead with purpose. 

In the coming weeks, we’ll be appointing a Nominating 
Committee to identify classmates to serve on the Executive 
Committee for the next five years. Working alongside fellow 
’85s [these past almost 5 years]—each bringing unique talents, 
perspectives, and a shared love of Dartmouth—has been deeply 
rewarding. If you have any interest in serving as a class officer, 
we would love to hear from you. Please reach out to Beth 
Hobbs at hobbsnc@mac.com or Valerie Hartman at 
vhartman711@gmail.com. 

At the class meeting, we’ll vote on the nominated slate and hear 
updates on our finances and class projects. Most importantly, 
we’ll be together again—as friends reconnecting over a shared 
college experience at a beautiful, thriving place that’s always 
worth coming home to. 

We hope you’ll answer and join us. 

Warmly, 
 

Valerie Hartman and Beth Hobbs 

http://www.dartmouth85.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com
mailto:hobbsnc@mac.com
mailto:vhartman711@gmail.com
http://www.dartmouth85.com

